1859  FORTY YEARS AGO. 1809
;. The Revs. Iuphrain Evans, Edward
d White, Ebenczer Robsen, and Arthur
‘4 Browmng wero tho first Methcdist Mission.
§ nrics stationed in Brtish Columbia,  They
d landed on tho 10th. duy of February 1859
8 at Victora, aud on the 18th. held ther
4 first preaching services in the Colony.
: Most intercsting and enthusisstic re.

umon services were lield in Vietoria and
o other places last February, to commemor-
"gato tho event, I take tho liberty of pub-
N hishing the following very nppropriate lines
“§ sent to me by a pioncor layman.

February, 1899.

Forty Years Ago.
4 Down tho long rivers and over tho sea,
2 Then onward through forests and Indian
trails,
i Up tho great canyons and mountainous
k', glens,
# On the slope of tho mountains that look to
- tho West,
#d Then over the summits and down o the
plaius,
# Across tho great river and shores of tho
lakés;

. the North,

* § Come overand help us, oh men of the East.

8 T’was the Spirit of God took the message

along,

& And Selccted the men for tho work to be

one.

B The four who were called snid ¢we will go"

#And like valiant men turned their face to

e tho fOO.

S Then lésm.ying farewell to their homes in the
ast,

® “tall had grown,

$In hearts who had left their religion at

home.

f They plon'd furrows deep in the more

virgin soil,

And gladly they reaped the reward of
their toil,

They planted theseed in the Fndian mind,

[ Till from the far Naasto Fraser's broad

EPWORTH LEAGUE NOTES.

Notwithslandiog the fact that so many
of our people have been away, the intorest
in our Leaguo has never flagged.

The League lias received now badges,
and our members consider it quite an
honor to have the privilege of weaving one.

Wo aro taking up tho topics assigned by
the General Socioty this year, the boys and
girls of the Home read tho daily readings.

Our Social meotings are always a snccess
a cup cf tea and “o good sing™ goes a long
way with the Indian to give him ‘a good
heart” and theso we always have Social
mght, the last three Social nights we have
bud solos onc in Kitamaat and one in
English by Isabella Nice. *Throw out
the Lifo Lino,” by Honry Nico, *“The
Ninety and Nine” by Willie Graut,

We made a specinl effort to have a good
programme last wock as wo expeoted a
good number home. My, & Mys. Raley
and Miss Long ecach sang a solo, these
wero very much appreciated,

Paul Tate translated into Kitamusat a
littlo story he read in the Guardian about
an African conversion, which ho related at
ono of our Bocial meotings. M. J. Walker,

LOCAL ITEMS.

Coal has been lately discovered on the Skeona
River,

A party of Kitlopes arriving here on February
the ninth repo:t “‘white’ food very scarce.

The first fortunate bunters returned March
6th. with asupply of venison. .

Our people have been industrious this past
three montbs, logging, canoe making, obtaining
food; now sll are home except three families.

The str, Nell" was 8days on the rocks near
Metlahkahtla. A high tide took her off before
she sustained any damage.

A ““Potlatch” is in progress at Fort Rupert on
a large scale. The Potlatch is the **bete nolre’”
of all people on the North Pacific Coast who
have the welfaic of the Indisus at heart.

It has

Ouar long dark winter is nearly over.
been quite mild with the exception of a savere
cold anap in November, Bot littlo snow fell be-
fore February when we got five feet; signs of
spring rejoice our hearts,

The “Barbara Roscowitt” whose departure
from active work we regretted in a former issue
has, we are glad to say, been raised from her
watery grave, and is on berold route, with her
former obllgi'ng officers and crew.

Captain Oliver brings word of a large run of
oolachan or candle-fish at the Naas, oolachan
ran 2 month earlier at the Naas than at
Kitamaat. ‘*An acre of good flshing-ground in
the sea will yieldmore food in a week, than an
acro of the best land will do in a year.”




