
jacob's Vision and God's Promise

ns.Dreamied, and behold a ladder ; "stair-
casqe , perlîaps iuggested by tIse hili of ]3ethel,
which resembles a hutge flighit of steps. Angels
("iiîesscnger,,") of God. Compare 2 Kgs. 6 : 17;
Ilel>. 1 : 14. Ascending and descending. Jncob's
vision teaches Cod's nearocss, and libw swiftly Ho
cati send lielp anI blessing. (Compare Johin 1 : 51.)

13-15. The Lord stood above It. God, then,
lîad siot forsaken him, sinning and homecless thoughi
lie wvas. Wlth thes. . eep thee. bring thee

flot leave thee. 'I'lese lseaîed uls expressions
would mnake Jacob doubly sure of Cod's care.

III. 'VilE Vow.-16-22. Alraid ; so Isa. 6 : 5.
Pou.red ohl consecrated it. Beth-el ; "House 'of
Godl," a nime whlsi supplanted the old naine of
Luz. Vowed a v'w; made a solemil promise.
If (v. 20) .. then (v. 21); no base bargaiîîing witli
Cod, but thankful service in return for ble.ssing.
The tenth; so Abrahami, Cen. 14: 20. (Compare
tise law of Mýoses, Lev. 27 : 30-33.)

THE GEOGRAPHEY LESSON
Note on the map four places on Jacob'3 route

front Hebron to Ilaran: First, BEERSHoEBA, tise
southernmost town in

4". Palestine; a place of
'". importance ail througli

the Old Testament, but
s :, in Israe's day merely

a cluster of wvells on
the open desert. Next,

oe j~' ~ BsLrxeEn 50 miles to
the northeast, acrois
the central range of
buis wvbich forms the

backbone of Palestine,
on a road running
from Egypt throughi

el s. Beersheba, and up in-
to the heart of Pales-
tine. Tbirdly, DAMsAS-
cus, the wvorld's oldest

and( most enduring city, 170 smiles fartier on than
Bethel in the same direction. And finaily, the level
country about 1-AISAN, 280 miles still fartber to the
nortbeast,or500 miles froin Jacob'slorrie in Beersheba.

AN ORIENTAL SIEDELIGHT
"nthe drive from Hebron," says Charles C.
Tubl,"I was led to inquire the meaning of the

little single pillars of round stoncs (muchl ike our
cobblestones) fuund here and« there upon tise road-

-side. T1hose proved to be 'memorial stones.' Greek
pilgrinis to Jcrusaiem and the hioîy places of Pales-
tine, out of gratitude to God for a safe journey thus
far on the way, erect a stone."

LESSON QUESTIONS
What w'as Rebekali's reni reason for wishing

Jacob to leave homte? The reason given to Isaac ?
1-5 Whiat <11< Isaace's blessing given to Jacot)

include ? For wvhat lafce did Jacob set out ? Name
a Psaîm which teaches that we cannot fiee front
Gocl's presence. (P>4. 139 : 1-12.)

10-12 Where was Bethel ? Describe the locality.
Whiat did Jacob use for a pillow ? Relate bis dreami.
What înay have suggested the dreami ? What does
.Tacob's vision teachi ? How did Jesus use v. 12 ?
Where is it said that "the angel of the Lord encamp-
etli round about" 1lis people ? (1's. 34: 7.)

13-15 Whiat did God'ès appearing showv? Whiat
promises did He make to Jacot) ?

16-22 What w~as Jacob's exclamation on awaking ?
What did lie do ? What was bis vow ? Whichi
propîxet promises blessing on. condition of tithe-
giving ? (Mýal. 3 : 10.)

FOR DISCUSSION
1. How (Ireains come ;ani Cod's use of thiem.
2. What shiould be our rule of giving ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE
In Longfchlow's, Ladder of St. Auguîstine, wve read

"0f our vices we cani frame
A ladder, if wve wvill but tread

]leneath our feet cadi deed of shame."
It was in this way that Jacob, the meai deceiver
of bis father, at last l>ecame a noble man. But tîsere
is a better way. It is to build a ladder, like Jaeob's,
out of aIl pure and holy virtues. Ani in this task
Cod is cver ready to send His angels to our hclp.

Prove from Scrlpture-That the angels arc our
helpera.
- Shorter Catechism - Ques. 51. 11Vhat is for-

bidien in ihe sem'nd conimrandrnntP A. Tise second
commandment forbiddeth, the worshiippiing of God by
images, or any othser %vay flot appointed in bis word.

The Question on Mlssions-(Second Quarter,
HoNAN, M1ACAO and SIIA-<GIA.)-1. What and
where is Honan ? Honan is one of the eighiteen
provinces of China. It is situated near the centre
of tIse northerni hiaf of the Empire, and is about as
large as aIl Ontario as far north as Lake Nipissing.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What, likely, gave shape to Jacob's dream ? ............................................-

2. Whiat did Cod promise to (10 for Jacob' ...............................................

3. Wbat did Jacob vov ? ...............................................................


