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AMONG OUR? BOOKS.

W HEN tht.

I)runitochty
sends out a ncew

Sbook, lie finds that
the great mass of

- 14 common peope-
Who have heard hini
so gladly-are

ready, with m o re
tha n passing in-

PI~I erest to listen to
1'\ his further vrs

Any author 'vh o

i between himself and
j bis readers, by the

creation of a coin-
- ' .~i nion symipatby,-

-whetber it be sang,
- sermon or stary,-

- cornes to occtupy the
- position towvard

~~itiem aof a master
and teacher, as wveil
as a friend beloved.
They are in recep-
ti ve cnditi on-iviIl-

ing ta listen, eager to learn, ready ta believe.
It is an attitude wvhich, if the author but
perceive and use wvisely, ilot only gives him a
magnificent opportunity for doing good, but
strengthens bis oivn position until he becomes
firmly entrencbed in the bearts of bis readers.

It is always a. critical point in an autbor's
literary life wvben, having roused the reading
wvorld ta appreciation and %vatclifu1ness, lie
sends out a neiv venture. Full frequently it
means either permanent literary success or
oblivion.

Happy is the wvriter wvho understands bis
public and their expectation from him.

It is very evident ta us that Ian Maclaren
has made no mistake in this latest volume,
"The Mind of' the Master. "

IL is a book for the pcople-first bis own
congregation, ta whomn their minister proffers
it in the simple dedication, IlTo my people, in
grateful recognition of' their love, loyalty and
patience "; and afterwards for that larger
audience, almost world-encircling, who are also
his people in love and syrnpathy created by that
dear Drumtocbity bond.

Such a dedication removes IlThe Mind of' the
Ma2ster " from the critical spherc aof theology.
IL is not written for theologians nor eccles-
iasts, but for the people,-tlie comimon people
wvbo bear aof Christ so gladly when He is
brou gbt in sympatbetic toucb wvitlî evcry-dlay
life. Therefore it should be pronotunced upon,
' reviewed,' if you will,-since the wvard that
lias came ta be sa formidably interpretcd signi-
fies anly a tboughtful 1 viewing back,'-by one
aof the people.

I hardly think any apology is needed for the
gravit>' of aur chief book choice Ihis nionth. If
there were, it wvauld be offeèred thus:

Here is a ne%,, book by an author who re-
cently stirred the reading world ta its merriest,
tenderest depths; who gave as exalted concep-
tion of buranity, : i'o di.scovcred diviniity in the
lawliest guise; wbo stîgZge-ted in bis previaus
wvritings the passibility of a hroad, beautiful
int.erpretation aof religion. In this book lie gives
a revelation (if the faith wvbich made the
Drumtochty ideal possible; and being human,
and atbirst frin long féeding on theological
husks, we are cag-er ta consider and accept the
saine.

[-ere is a writer whosc style bias charnied

and fascinated us-wvitli its simple Saxon> its
terse phrasing, its force and v'ividity. We
would again enjoy it.

And, naot least, liere are readers,-not thea-
logians% certainily, nor yct the lighit thouglit-
t utterfiie% wha dit? no deeper thanl the fluttering
leaf ; but men and wvomen aof spiritual percep-
tion, ivho, bei'îg aIl unversed in dagnias and
aIl perplexed by creeds, yet look out wvit1î
broad and gentle vision into the unseen.

It ;s for these that -The Mmid aof the Master"
bas been written ; and since sucli tlîouglitul
spirits are i'ound as much or mare among
women titan mLn since this is a valued volume
for their bookshef,-wve write aur thougbxts
cancerning it. * * *

.. The NIid aof the Master " is a baok to charn
by its magnetisn aof literary style ; ail the
miagic ai' the pen that wvrote Drumtacbity is in
it; and wve are kept in perpetual pleasure by
the breezy speech that is sa simple, yet forceful
and fresli.

En the hands aof one less skilled, the grave
topics dealt witb, chapter by chapter, wvauld
become inert ; bu~t as we turn the pages, eachi
sparkles with thouglits that indeed may not
be nuw, yet arrest us by the i'ravlz vigour aof
their expression. The auithorw~astes na words,
but the very crispness of bis phrasing serves ta
accentuate bis mneaning.

So wve read thrauglî this volume af over three
hundred pages, turn;ng back mnany times ta
re-read and pander aver the broad, generaus
conceptions aof tbis modern thealogy. 1Uaw
the breeze aof a swveet reasonableness swecps
through the book ; while a robust common
sense is its chief basic element.

Often we are thoughtful, many times sur-
prised, yct always interested, and, as a rule,
acquiescent, in the statement made. Whcther
these i'rank, reverent audacities of belief be
acceptable ta the theologian, we, wha aire ai'
the people, knowv nat ; whether they be of' the
humanitarian, latitudinarian, or any other paly-
syllabled school, wve came less. That tlîey clear
away perpiexities, inake i'aith casier and more
beautifuil, give a larger hope, glarify human
service, uplift the duli plane ai' daily living, and
always and ever magnify the M1aster, is suf-
ficient: for us.

Yet, as aur eyes rest upon the many startling
statements, s0 vigorously couclied, sve knosv
that for less than these the Preshyterian min-
ister of a quarter century, nay, even a decade
ago, woul d have suffered the ban aof the Churcb.

IL is difficult ta choose thxe cliapters wvbicl
take strongest hold upan us, since ail are
trenchant: utterances upan important phases aof
religious belief, and every cliapter is illumin-
ated with spiritual insiglit, e very page with
truth shai'ts terscly Winiged.

Pon::»hly certain tapirs svill appeal ta certain
readers accardingr ta their mental bias. Yet, to
many aof us, the chapters ent;tled 'Ageless
Life,' ' The Dynamic of' Religion,' and < Failier-
hood, the Final [dca aof God,' stand first, not
merely in the importance of the subjects with
which they dent, but ini their newness and beauty
aof thauglit and their fuless aof conception.

The autbior's plea for a revival of' the per-
sonal devotian, the ancient Passion for jesus,
whbicli led the earlv Christian martyrs ta glory
in death, camies wvitlî a sliock oi' suîrprise in an
age wlien religion is almost entirely subardin-
ated ta reasan, and the words 1 mystic,' ' en-
thusiast,' «'visionist,' are Iooked upon as ternis
aof reproacli.

This book appeals essentially ta reason and
comnian sense ; yet here is ane ai' its finest
chapters given over ta the magnif 3 ingof jestis,
not as an abstract conception, but a real, living
presence ; white this Broad Churclhman (1for

the wvriter is surely that) entreais for a return
ai' the sublime passion ai' adoration for the
persan of jesus wshich once nmade mcen saints
and martyrs.

At first the re.tder feels as if the 1 Dynamic ai'
Religion ' were an isolated chapter, a Middle
Age conception grafted betwecn modern ideals;
but as lie dwells upaon the thouglit, it becomes
a natural and tel tîg part afIl The Alid ai'
Uh ic Master," since the note sounded thraugli-
out the book, in keys mincir or major, is
always and ever-Christ.

he author's treatment ai' Clhrist's conception
aof tbe Fatherhood ai' God,-''Jesuis' dearest
thouglit," as he ternis it,-and its influence upon
the nev theology, is very beautiful.

There are other chapters equally fine,-' The
Law ai' Spiritual Gravitation '; «'The Culture
ai' Uhc Cross,' a remarkable manograph ; ' The
Continuity ai' Life,' wvhich is really a carallary
aof 'Ageless Life '; and that concluding chap-
ter, sa filled wvith spiritual inisiglit, ' The King-
dam aof God,'-vrlicbl the author also aptly
ternis ' the Kingdam ai' the Beatitudes.'

The first and lust named ai' these chapters
are thaughtful expositions of th:e attitude ai'
Cbiristianity towvard socicty, and the soIvent af
social problenis.

Three svords forai the ever-recurring domin-
ant ini this thougbti'ul and beautiful interpreta-
tian ai' the mind aof the MIaster, -keynotes which
sound the full chord ai' His teaching. They are
Beatitudes, Lov'e, Fatbcriload.

Beatitudes, the social humnan lever ; Lave
for a personal Christ, the dynamic ; and Father-
hood, the highest and final human conception
of God.* *

To give any adequate idea ai' the thouglît
genis wvlich bestrew, the book wvere impassible.
They are as the sands upon the seashore. The
pages oi' the volume before us are datted thick
wvith pencilled passages, frani wvich it were
impossible ta make choice.

At rare intervals w~e came across an expres-
sion that jars wvith aur sense ai' fltncss, or ai'
truth. We give instances. The italics in each
are aur own:

J esus, by thc oie feicfo.is stoke of thec Cross, fias
rcpiaced the rule of righits by the idca of sacrifice.

Christ arranged Hi-, life for Caivary.* eafTh'le Gaspels contain the accotint of M/is dlcl
j5erjînent in reiious srience (ClîrisUs training af His
di..cipies).

But these arc stray flawvs in gem-strewn pages.
Theme are innumerable brilliant passages that

arrcst aur attention:
Whcn Jesus gave His doctrine of Lave in final forni,

anc is struck by at startling omision. H-e laid on His
disciple-; the repeatcd charge af Love ta onç anaUîer.
He did not at once commnand theni ta love God....

The Cross lias heen too cxclubivelv statcd in ternis or
Justification and Propitiagioti. ..

Wlien one passes front the Gospels ta the Ps.-lms, lie
is strtick by the absenice of the Father. Whien anc
rcttàrns, lie ks Ntr,îck by its prescnc-. The Psalmnist never
said the word; Jesus never said anythin g cisc....

The cldren of Lightxarc not Sa mucili Iliose s%,'i have
wvalkcd in the Ligît as iliose who iovc the Liglit....

j csts nowhere coninandcd that anec ding ta His
Cross; lic everywhere conininnded tlîat anc carry
His Cross....

Many beautiful thouglits wve fisid. We hiave
space ta quate but anc. ti the chapter on

The Continuity ai' Life' the author says:
Rountd us an every side are crampled, hindered, still-

borsi lives,-mcrcihants who should have been painters,
cierks%,vha shlould have been poet>', laàbourers wvho stiald
liave beau pliloophcrs. Their talent is knawni taon fcw
fiends; they die, and the (alent is btiried in tlheircfin.
Jesuis says No. It has ai last been sow'n for harvcst;
st will corne into the open, anîd biossomt in .iother land.
Tiiese alsço arc bcing trained-irained by wvaiting. Tlîcv
-ire the reserve of the race, kept bchind the bihl tili Gyod
requires it. They %viil get their chance; thcy will camne
inta their kingdoni

«"W'here the davs bury thecir galden suris
In tie dear haepefuil WCstI."

"Vie Mmd of the Mascr, l at Maclaren. Fieni-
itig Revei Ca., Toronto. RvEE,


