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IMPROVE THE TIME.

Youth is the time to enrich the mind. In
the morning of hfe we should lay the broad
foundation for & superstructurc of moral and
weligious knowledge. Lehrning is like o
river which rises far into the iaterior of the
country. In its origin it is scarcely per-
ceptible ; but as you follow its graceful
windings you discover that it enlarges itself,
and. while it increases the vegetation of the
valleys through which it flows, its banks be-
come more widely distant from cuch other,
and its waters: sensibly deepen, until, at
length, the eye can scarcely mark its boun-
daries or detect its depth. Small may be
the first efforts of the young. Hardly per-
ceptible may be the first acquisitionsof know-
ledge ; but let the youthful scholar weekly
add to his store; and bye-and-bye he, and
others as well as himsclf, will be able”to
discover that he has not laboured ig-vain,
“'Dr. Clarl?é, ‘whose fame is in ull lands,
whose learning was almost unequalled, la-
boured hard to acquire a knowledge of the
alphabet ; but he strove hard to learn a little]
every day ; and before he died he was master
of many languages—possessed extensive
knowledge, and what was best of all, he was
made wise unto. salvation. He read much ;
but there was no book he loved to read so
well as the Bisze. Now, though we may
not all become as learned as Dr. Clarke, yet
‘we may ail learn to read the BipLe. Thanks
to the Sabbath Schools ! scores are now able
to read who otherwise would have had no
opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of let-
ters, In them a beginning may be made
which may end in the possession of extensive
Most assuredly there the best of
all knowledge can be obtained ; and we re-

- joice to belfeve that thousands have in them
- received that knuwledge which makes wise

unto salvation.

1. Let Teachers more then ever be en-
gaged in their work of imparting instruction
and of awaking and increasing the desires of
the youth to be made truly wise—wise unto
salvation.

2. Let childrer be encouraged to perse-
vere {n their efforts. However small may be
the beginning, yet great may be the end.

Tho towering onk wus once an acorn} the
greatest philosopher was once ignorant of the
ABC; and the loftiest saint wuas once u
sinful little child.
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OLD AND YOUNG.

There is so much truth in the following
sentiments that we ure persuaded our young
readers, as well as our older ones, will feel
their furce :—* Su difiereut are the coluurs
of life as we look forward to the future, or
backward to the past; and so different the
opinions and sentiments which this contra-
riety of appearance naturally produces, that
the conversation of the old and young ends
generally with contempt or pity on either
side. ‘To a young man entering the world
with fullness of hope and ardour of pursuit,
nothing is so unpleasant as the cold catinn,
the faint expectations, the scrupulous diffi-
dence, which experience and disappointments
certainly infuse ; and the old man wonders
in his turn that the world never can grow
wiser, that neitlier precept nor testimonies
can cure boys of their credulity and cuffici-
ency ; and that not one can be convinced that
ganres are laid for him, till he find himself
entangled.”
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A WORD,TO CHILDREN.

Dear Cmuoren,— When [ addressyou
I must think like o man and talk like a
child. Your minds are like wax to receive
and like rock to retain impressions, |
want to persuade you to love your neigh-
bours as you love yourselves. If you really
and heartily love your associates and play-
mates you will do what yoa can 1o obligo
and please them. You will not be envi-
ous towards them because they live inn
vetter house than you live in, or because
they wear finer clothes than your parents
can afford to buy for you, or because they
have more playthings than you can pro-
cure, or because they distance you in
school and stand above you in the class,
When you see a child with a hump-back,
or a marked face, or a lame limb, or an
impedimént in his speech, never let him
know that you noticed his deformity of
body or his imperfect utterance. When
you play with children whose parents are
very poor, necver say anything about
poverty in their hearing. Never blame
your scheolmates for the failings of their
friends. If their ‘parents are drunkards,
they are not to blame, and they cannot
help it. Children who love ench other
tenderly and affectionately will not tell
tales for the purpose of getting their little
friends punished, but will feel the senti-
ments they often read,—

“ Teach me to feel 2~ other’s woa,
And hide the fauit | sce;
That merey I 1o others show,
That mergy show to me.”?

{eiety.”
1son’s head, and repeated, *¢ My son is my

When Lord Byron, the celebrated post,
and Sir Robert Peel, the distinguished
statestian, were little boys, they nitended
the sume school. O e day when the mos-
ter was whipping Peel, Byron came for~
ward with teary in his eyes aud begged the
wasler to stop punishing Peel, and give
him the balt nce ot the blows. He loved
his neighbour as himself, “I'wo kids once
met on a narrow bridge, under which
flowed a deep and rapid stream of water.
There was not rovm lorthen to pnss each
othur, so une kneeled down and atlowed
the other to walk over it. 1f you copy
the example of the kids, when your young
fricnds *¢crowd upon you,” you will ex-
cite the approval ol your own conscience
and the udiwniration of good people. 1f
you are abused and insulted by your play-
fellows, do not try to get them punished
{or their bad conduct, but freely forgive
them, and then you will know how much
better it is to have a great heart than to
have a great foot or a great fist. Some
children are so selfish, hateful, and wick-
ed, they will trade with other children
and cheat from them their tops, balls,
knives, marbles, and kites, and soetimes
steal them. Some have sich corrupt
hearts they will make up bad stories and
coculate them about their companions, —
Some are so cruel they like to sec others
punished. Somo are so jeulous they can-
not bear to sce their associutes better off
than they are themselves. Such children
do not love their neighbours as they love
themselves 5 ten to one if they do not
grow up to be bad men and bad women.

A The tree which does not bloomin Spring,
In Autnmd bears no fruit; '
The child that is a hateful thing,
Manhood may make a brute.”

The noble-hearted, generous-hearted
boy who truly loves his neighbour, will
cheerfully divide his meu] with him if
necessary. ‘He will protect him in the
hour of danger—assist him to acquire a
knowledge of his lessons—spesk a good
word for-him when a favourable opportu-
nity is presented—defend him when others
speak ill of him—sympathise with him in
his aflictions, and rejoicc wi h him when
he is happy.

George W. Buxnoay.

>

A REPROBATE FATHER.

At 2 Wesleyan classemeeting, a man
rose and addressed the leader thus et
am very thankful to Gody and to you, for
your Sunday Scheol. My son, who now
8 ts beside me, is my spiritual father. He
hyard me cwising, while in 2 state of
drunkenness, and sgid to me, * O, father,
my teacher said to-day, at the Sunday
Schoul, that neither drunkzrds nor swear~
ers could enter jxto heaven.” Thissoaf~
tected my mind, thet from that time:l was
enabled, by the grace of God, to leave off
those wicked practices 3 and both myself
and my son are now members of your so-
He then laid his hand on his

spiritual father.”



