OUR HOME COMPANION

rible headache, and a conviction that sheep are
ged cnough for wool and chops, but not worth a
cent as a narcotic.

Tue Swarprest Trick YEr.—A gentleman who .
has recently returned from a business trip to!
Texas, related to us an instance of sharp practice |
on the part of a trio of thieves, which we think
is entitled to pre-eminence in the line. Imme-
diately over onc of the banks in Dallas is the!
telegraph ofiice, and a few days ago two of the!
operators applied for thenr discharge, received it,
and left town. On the day following a well-dressed
business-appearing man appeared at the hank with |
a chegue for §10,000 on a well-known New York
banking-house, and desired it cashed.  He brought i
with hun numerous Yetters of recommendation from |
parties with whom the bank had business transac- |
actions, and, so far as surface indications went, '
everything was all right. But 810,000 doliars was |
a cousiderable sum to pay out, even on the very
best documents of recommendation, and the bank
ofhicers hesitated, wavered, and finally declined to'
cash the cheque. But the stranger was importa- i
nate. ¢ Gentlemen,” said he, ‘1 came to Texas |
to invest this money in cotton; it is very necessary !
that this cheque should be cashed, or T will bel
catly inconvenienced. Suppose you telegraph to
ew York to this banking house? Ask them
about me; I will pay all expenses.” Nothin%
could be more plausable than this; nothing soun(
more honest. So a dispateh was sent asking about |
the strapnger and the cheque, and in a short time!
came the answer, to the cifcet that it was all right,
and the Dallas Bank would coufer a favour on the
New York firm by accommodating the cotton-
speculating friend, and cashing the cheque. Still
the bank oﬁiccm were not satistied, and the dispatch [
to New York was duplicated. Again the answer,
was of a similar tenor, only nrobably a hittle more
emphasis was added to it. This was satisfactory,
and the cheque was duly cashed. It seems to be
the practice of operators to go over their day’s
work at night briefly by asking the different points
to which dispatches have been sent, whethey they
have been sent or not.  On inquiring of the New
York operator whether dispatches 13 and 14 had
been received, a negative answer was returned. of
No such dispatches had come to hand, and conse-
quently no answers could have been sens. It was

| night,”

enough, but tho prospects of great wealth to.
away his care for books and love of study.
habits were forming, and he was in great dangdl
for he had no lack of spending money, and her
no lack of companions of whom some were w3
and dissipated.  But this ceuld not yet be suid @
Wallie.

One_morning as he entered my room aud
down his hooks, he took from his pocket some t
lookiug cigars, and handing them to me, said

*Don’t you want a good smoke, sir? Thesey
very nice, real Havannas.” \

“ No, thank you, Willie,” I was happy to
ply,‘, “I am glad I am not in the havit of sm N
ng.

*Well,” he added, I smoked too much
1xig]!’t; and besides, 1 have no lessons this me
mg.

“How does this happen, Willic?” | ask
Tell me where you were and what you did i

—

e

“Ho! nothing muck,” ssidke. “I wasa
with the boys at the new billiard saloon; Lut &
had a splendid time ! 7 :

“Willie,” I asked, “.did yon drink, too?’
“0, wo, I didwt drink.  Some of the be
drank too much; I only played and smoked
inuch, as I said before.” -y
“Well,” T said, “I am glad to hear, Wi
you don’t drink, and now tell me, please, truly:
frankly, if you think you felt as well this morng
—weary aud tired, without your lessons—as j
would had you spent the eveving quietly in y
own pleasant Lome, with your bocks and with y4
mother ?” .
fAh ! to tell the truth,” he added, wit@
stifled sigh, *“mother is never home evenings I8
me to ! » with.” -

Sad truth ! 1 could sayuo more. But, of
wished, for Willic's sake, his mother thought B
of society and more of her boy.

Literary Notices.

CaMPBELL's GroerAPOY.—Mcssrs. Reid & 8
de.son, of thie city, have shown us the fiith edi
of Campbell's Geography, which has just bol
issued. It is a great improvement on, and comy
revision of the former ~dition, pnrticuiarly the

cvident that the bank had been swindled, but how 7 of the work rolating to the Dominion of Canaii
There was the mystery.  ‘The dispatches had been | Recently formed pohtu;::l divisions, suc!: as Ky
regularly received, they had come from somewhere, | watin, are fully described. Changes of seats
but where from could not be known. The cotton ' Government are roted ; crrors of previvus el
speculator had disappeared with the funds, and the i corrected. ; ﬁ}llcr and more accurate informacis

bank officials werc at thar wits’ ends. Ina day or; given. Statistics, both heme and foreign, s
two the mystery was solved. The two telegraph * evidently beea corrected from the Iatest auther
operators referred to above had gone a few miles reports. The maps in this edition are by ~. Kf
aut of Dallas, takcn possession of an old shanty Ly tholomew. They arc brighter, and there are 3
the roadside, attached a battery to the wires, and mote of them than n the former cdition. Tk
taken the dispatches intended for New York off. of the Hemspheres, Dominion of Canada, (nzar§
They bad been stat pre-arranged answers. The  Quebee, and the United States. are double-p
three were confderates, and the operators knew | mape.

about the thne the bogus speculator would enter
the bank; and when to attach thair instruments.
1t was an adroit scheme, and svccessfully carried |
out. ‘The bank has no clue to the swindlers, but !
has learped a valuable lesson and pad a higi price
for tuition. ,

“NotHER 18 NEVER AT Home. '—Willie, once
my private pupil, was the sonof a very rich mae
n A-—, a genercus, good-hearted boy, bright

REaninay, RECIrATIONS AN DidLociEs,
Sons of Temperance, Good Templars, Cadets, ¢
Thiss o reat and uscful little work, published
Toronto, Ont., by Messrs. Hiunter, Rose & (8
and cdite.d by (Geo. Macklin Rose, Esg., P. G. Wi
8. of T., the object of which is to afford amcfs
rxent and profit to the 1 embers of Bands of iig
temperanco societics, & Thesulections contal 2
are choice, and show the author’s adaptability §is.
he work. ;




