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aie ats tUe majurity of' ciectors or trustees of' a
school section in Vpper Canada), are Roman Catho-
lies, then the public religious exercises of tUe school
are more or lcss ofi tat character ;but Protest-
ant childrcn arc flot requircd to attend tUein and
vice vereia.

The tnovcr and seconder of tlic resolution above
quoted, made sonte references and statenients in
titeir spechies on the occasion wivh je I may cite in
titis placé. lut aiiuding to the evidence of flic 11ev.
Dr. Coolie, [Presibyterian], of Belfast, given before a
reet Corntiitteec otire Ilise of'Lords, te second-
er of flie resoÀîîion [Mr. Kirk] remarked : ,Dr.
Cook stitc'd titat lie wvas not in fitvor of any systeut
of comptilzioti %itiî regard to religions instruction,
and lie addcd, in ariswer to questions put by te
Bisiicp of ()ssory [the acting leader of te opposition
t0 tire National Scitools] that iL Nyould Uc a very
dangerous princiî,lî, to say the least, to miake tUe
reading cf the Scriptures obiigatory upon children,
because lie Uield as a Protesant-that no one ougrlît
tb force religion upon anüther contrary to his ton-
science. Tlhe I>resbyterians in their negotialions
wilh te Neationîitl Board, had always showni ant anx-
iety to maintain their own rights and 10 extetîd flite
saine liberty whichii ey enjoyed to otiier denontina-
tions. Titey n-arc îlot less desirous tat te Scrip-
tures siiqttid bc rcad tati flitc niembers of tite clinrel
of Enginrd ; but îiîey did tiot N'isi it otiters siîould
bc compeiicd tu tii, as tiîcy did. Hec [Dr. Cooke]
held titat the Bible would Uc rendered distastefu
te chiidren by beingy pressed upon tîtet against tiielir
wisi as wveil as by being aitogetiter kept frotn tent.
A similar opinion [continues Mr. Kirk] wvas ex-
pressed lv l)r. (Xialtners in lus evidence before te
Comniiittee inion lite Irish loor Lawv. Dr. Citaimers
said tîtat lie %vould, have ttc part of educatioi ruade
compîtlsory ; that a clîild oughit no more to Uc coin-
peiled le a~ttendr a Bible class than a readingt or tîrith-
inetic ciass, aurd tit compulsion tended to limiit aitd
prevent thre sprend of Scriptural education, and 10
establisît in te iiuids of the people a most iturtini
asscciiitioun iith te Svriptures. Ile erilirely concuir-
rcd in these opinions, cieariy sanctioned the pi'inci-
pies noiw enibodicd in tue miles of tite National
Board. With regard 10 the resuits of ntixed educri-
lien, altoîtgli it btail tiot succeeded to te extent
once iiopcd, titis lithoîtglit mnust bc attribîîted 10 the
opposition of te Chrircit Education Society. Tue
11ev. Mr. Woodiward, fur soinetimq Secretary 10 lthe
Citurcli EdIttcaîiott Society, lbas published aitpamiphlet
ini wiîich lie stated, that in te first report of the Su-
cieîy, lite litd adv'ocated oppositi>u to LUe National
Board u1.oî two ainr grotuds-first, taI lte ruies
of the comnaissioners 1forbade the church te instruct
lier clî'ldren in lier owo ltoly faitb ;' anid, secondly,
t titat tlîey %vitllold the Word of God fr'omt a ciass
of ourcoîintr% men.' But te 11ev. Mr. Woodward, in a
maniy and ciÎndid marinner procccded to retract titese
eitsrges : ie sai(Id- plain truth compeis tue to de-
clae ltat 1 tegard tese two main objections as liliv-
ing been fûtinded on assumption utterly unsupported
by facts. 1>arsoriai observation of' Scripturatl aîdi
Giiorcit instr'uctiont, actuaily given in scitools con-
nected iih tlit Board, sbowed me thaI titere wvas a
discreparicy betweeau my pre-conccived notions and
the rciity of the case. 1 was led 10 examine for
myseif. I found that I had whoilv misconteived tUe
truth. It seemed to tac as it now doos, clearer tan
day, titat te Board is whoiIy guiltiess of either of
lUe charges upon whuich 1 founded my original oppo-
Sition.' 1,

Sintilar opposition and upon sixuilar grounds bas
inl pasî years been made to, the systeat of publie

scîtools in Uppen Canada; but il lins ltterly been
abandoned, the assîîmpticns oit wýIiic it vilrs iottnded
litvitig been shoîvu ît) Uc titterly unsttpield Uv farts.
Mr. Fortescte, te tîtovet' of tae nesolutiori, COttî;Iided
itis speech in tue foiiowing words:

14 lic great bodiy of lthe Romuani Catitolias and
Preshyteians of lreiînd were srîtisfied ivith te
wonking of te present systeni ;te orîiy cittqs whiei
%vas discontented w'ath iL living a pocrtiott anti) nicrely
a portion of' te tudharenîs of te Estabtishita Citîrci.
[le wislîeuî 10 know on iit grurds att alteratin ini
tue preserit systeni ivas detnanded ? IL seertted 10 Uc
lirelty generaliy avoiî'ed titat te chtange %vas sûtîglit
t'or (nitîitt- te readiîtg of flic Seriptures antd iti-
struction front terî contpuisory oti ti1 te citiltrea
attending te sciioois) not Nvitli refererice t0 te r'eli-
gious Coictiion of' citildien beiongirtg t tua estab-
iislîed citurch, but witl t he view of tiil'ordling ni ligious
instruîction 10 ciidren wito did nI belotg lu tit
commnion. TUiey were bld tîtat miny of iltieclcry
and merubers tsf lthe establislhcd citittei in Ireltznd
coîîid nol eonscietttiously give secular edîîc.ition to
any chldrei xtiess, aI te saute Littie, tiray were lier-
inittd to hitant religionts irtetruttion ; attd as iltey
oidected Lo any systein front whiicî te r...ding of
te Scriptures were exciuded, they disatiro-ade the

miles of te National Botr'd. lc beliiývei te asser-
tion thait te Scriptures were excluded fron the Na-
tional Schoois iii lreiand %vas allogeite umîiti')iided,
flor Lte Scî'iptures rtîigitt Uc used itt eî'ery tnationtal
scîtoci in titat cunttry, îrcm'ided thiar stîrdy %% as nit
erîforeed as a necess:rry condition of admitission. In
itis opinion te opposition ci'eletiarg3' of the cstablisied
citurcit in lraiand to te national systein cfedîrcation
miîs tromu itlse irride an-d front a fe,,Iitg cf unnoýauico
ait fttding tettst'ivcs piaceLd, under tUait syzteut, upon
a fuotinîg cf flair eqîtiii' %vith elîcryriien of
cuter denotninaîiotts. Titat opptositiotn ar'ose froin
a sincere, but, as lie tîtouglit, froin a utiista-
tation sense of duly, wiie led ciergy cf tire estab-
lisîtruent to refuse thain counlitance te, arî systera
of' edutertion wirich did not attable trextt to iristrues
tite ciidren in te doctrines of tîteit oiwn cirurcli.
It t'ould net Uc sutjposed that te great Presbyteriîtn
body cf lnelaud, wvho almost equalledl in nuinbers te
estrîblished chtrrch, cntertîrined iess reî'erence fur te
Seriptures titat any otîter body cf Ptrotestanrts; yet
tltey taid fuily artd frankiy aeèeptcl te ntional s,1 s-
temt of education. Ia Urîd reaird iL suid taI special
rîdiautages itad Ucen afl'orded 10 Presb% lariîrts in
order 10 sectite titeir adtet'enee te tire systartî ; but
they pessessed no priviliges n'Uich %vene not equaiiy
extended to all otitar religicus denontintutions. As
soon as lthe Presîtyterirtus were saitisfied tuat, under
te rrtles cf lthe Board, titey couid give f'ull religious

irtstruction te cbiidrn ci' tîteir cîva conmmunuion, îîîey
at otnce adopîad the national s3'slem. Ile did not
tiîink, however, tîtat tUe conduct oif clergy atnd mont-
bers cf lte estabiished citorcit iad anisen rt c sucb
conscientieus sctoples as tîtat btouse wvould Uc dis-
pesed t0 regrard, but reiter front tite faUse ptosition in
iviiel LUe establislied citurch ivas plaiced, antd fr'ont
lthe unfcuruded cîruints tei religions sîtpretîtacy %vitich
were put forward on ils behmîf. le hojîcd, titerefore,
rItaLt ite boutse, whlte iL w'ctrd Uc dispcseil le pay lUe
utînost respect 10 corrscicrrtious scrupies, îvould not
lister. te te clit urged on behaif co' a portion cf
te clergy and laity cf tUe Irish citîl'ci Uy te right

honorable gentleman oppuosite (Mn. Walpole.) He
believed if titene ever n'tîs a body of amar wlto were
itbie to niake somte sacrifices for lteir contscietîtious
convictions? and te endure semae privations on ac-
cont of tbeir religionts scroples, il wvas tUe establish-
cd church of lreland inhich numbered amottg iLs


