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somne one bas wcll snid, IlHope is the
msinspring of Iabouring love, hope in the
Lord, firat for youràelf, thon for yotir neigh-
bour. Dcspondcncy dlogse xortion more
and more, as it sinks, until it reachos des-
pair, and then exertion etirely ceases."
But, brethren, if our hiope is to bo a living
hope; if wvo wish it to growv into expecta
tien, and te culminate in certainty, it must
deptrnd on faitb, on a faîthi whichi is itself
based upon the sure Word of God. Newv
Jet it be remotnbered, that the Spirit's pro-
sence, power, sud grace have been pro-
mised to the Church in the exeution of
the great commission, "«Go ye into ail the
world and preacli the gospel to everv crea-
turc,'-' let it eût be forgotten theat God's
promise is the stable foandation of -fL..th,
tbet fsith is the sure basis of hope, and
that hope is one of the niost essentiel
elements of success, and you will readily
perceive wvhy <on such an occasion as this)
ive are asked to consider for~ a little " The
Spirit's Presesce, «Power and Grace as the
Church's hope in prosecuting Missions."

That the manifest presence, omnipotent
enorgy, and inlfinite graxce of the Holy Spi-
rit are the Chnrch's hope ia the pirosecu.
tion of Missions, seoms to, me te ha clear
from tho faot that the gifc of the Spirit is
the great promise for the prosont dispensa-
tion.

The hopes o? believors ander former
dispensations wcro sustaiucd by faith in the
predictions and promises et a coming Mes-
~ifih. Thc birtb of 'Christ was cmphati-
cally the consolation o? Israel. But the
topes of believors during the curreat dis-
ponsation, so far ar all events as these
-hopos centre ia the evangelization of the
-world, are sustained by faith ia the pro-
mise of the gifc of the Spirit. To this
-gift the Savîour," afier His resurrection.
-directed the expectatien of Ris disciples:
and Ho spoko of it; with emphasis as flic
-promise e? the Father. [t 'was hy the
impartation of the Spirit that tbey were te
"'bo enduodl with poiwer from, on high.-"
It was by the mnifested abiding presence,i
energy, and graco of the liely Spirit that
He intendod to fulfil Hib. blessod promise,
Ju UI arn with yen alway.-" Su impurt-

ant indeed was the presence of the Spirit,
that in the ebtimatiun of our Lord Hiraself
it w~as more tha an equivalent for Ris
owen. lie knew and taught whlat we ie-
stieetively pexceivo snd feol to be true,
that those who saw and heacci, andtalked
%withi Him, woero highly fsvourcd. Il l3les-
sed are the eyes that sec the thinge that ye
sec, for 1 tell yen that mney prophets and
kings have dosired te see those thiegs
wvhichi ye soc, aed have nut sea them, snd
te hear those things which ye hear, and
have neot heard thomn."

But l-ie aise kncw and itsught, whlat vie
ouglit to, percive aed feol to be cqually
truc, that those who should enjoy the pre-
senco of the Spirit ivould ho even more
highly favoured. To cheer the sorrowing
hearts, and tu dry the tearful eyos; of is
immediate followcrs wiho ivere utterlv ceet
dowa in prospect of Ris doparture, He
said, IlIt is expedient for yen that 1 go
awvAy , for if 1 go net awvay the Comforter
will flot corne, but if 1 depart 1 wîli send
hini unto yen."

But again, yen will perceivo that tho pro-
sence, power, and grace of the Spirit ame
the hope of the Chnrch ia oerrying on -the
%vork of 'Missions vihen 'vea think o? the
obstacles te be overcome hefore the gospel
ca achieve its complote and final triumphis.
Every Christian believos that nu more
muinax power is equal te the task, o? savieg

even a singflo seul. Tho truth is thet the
mind o? man everywhero is dagrk, that bis
heart is eo!d, and bard, and dead. Now if
sinfuil humnity is universally afflicted
with spiritual blindness, an oporation o?
Divine power is neccssary te restore spirit-
ual vision Il God wbo at first shined ont
of darkness must shine inte the mind, te
give the liglit o? the knowlIedge of the
glory of GocI in the face of Christ Josus.ý"
If the humnan heart in a state of nature, is
cold, as cold as ico, thon the sun-light; and
fire-beat of tho Almighty Spirit alone can
thsw it eut, and meako it; flow down le
Godly sorrow aud genuine contrition. If
the hocart o? mas is hard, ms hard as the
fiinty rock, nothieg but tho blows e? a
hammer wieldod by the encrgy of O mni-
potence cen reduce it te the broken hear,
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