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LEL'IER FROM MR. GE' DDIE.

ANEITEUSI, JUNF 26Trr, 18G1.
Ricv. and Dear Sir,-This letter wvill ennivey painfiil intelligence tu you. Our

friends anid IWelow lahouirers Mr. and Mrti. G.ordon arc ne more. They were hotl
killed. hy soic Ei'rroioangans on the 2Oth or' lat monili. The niet of thcir dcatlî
i-eached this isand about three weeks after t';e 8adl event.

'flic enly inforination whieh 1 have at present i8 frorn somo white men and
Erronlangaun ini the sandal wvood vessels. The cruel deed %vas done Ihy 1 p) rty of
natives froin a place catîcd I3unkill, about seven miles distant froni DilIon's Bay.
lhey lirst killed ±MW. (3ordon witli thecir hatchets, at a ncw house whec ho was at
wvork, and afterwards wetit te thle dwvelling-heuse. and put poor MINs. Gordon to
dctiiin the saine wuty. :Some natives ivho livcd in the mission premîlses, ran cil'
tu the Bay. and gavu- tIno larnu tiiere. A party ivent lrom n ee of the sandul
"Vo(ýd establislîîncents, and w'ere eonn on the E;pot. T hey found both bodies as tIIe
natives liad lef*t themu, but lle Nvtas esttiot or nearly se. They ivere brought
down to the ]kay andI deccntly buried. Thli graves are now eneloscd, and ail
respect lias heurt 8lmOvN n te thecir remains, that relatives and friends could desire.
The natives dmd not interfere with tîmo property, and as there %vas no person to
look afmer it, an imîvemtary of tlie ivhole was taken by a Mr. àMile, and a part if
not the vvhole has been sent off to our agent in S*y dn ey.

flot iit led tu su darît, so cruel, and'se une.ipected a deed? This is a ques-
tion ivliieli camnnot ut present be s,,tisf';ctorily answered. Yeo are aware that the
mondles andI dysentery have visited Erroinang-a in conion with other islands, and
eut oll' accordmng- to NIr. Gordon's estiniate, tîvo-thirds of' the p-ýpulatiu)n. N#>w
the white mon say tnat previous tu the breaking ont of the sicknems. INr. Gordon
visited the place lrotu whence hie iinuriderers came. andI toltI theni tbat if thcy did
not beconie Chris-ians, God would visit tlin iith semne calainity, andI tho fatl.1
di8easo whielî followcd they rcgarded as a Itilmnent of lus8 predietion. On tho
otîmer hnmd thme Errommangans Eay tîmat they irotolil by sonue of* iîne sandal wood
traders tlmat Mtr. Gordon caused the sie:kness. and tîmat the natives wcere aIl dying
on the islande %vlicre mnissionaries wec stationed, andtI uis je the renasoiî wIv ho
andI bis ivife %vcre hilled. I t wvould ho preinatmire to place immplieit confidence in
ally st-ateiinelts3 vçe hecar, until they are more folly exainined. 1 hope to i'isit
Erromuanga sonn, te seck -al inflormnation about the eaU event whicli lias taketi
place, ascertain the present state of the island, andl the future proep2ces of' die
Mission tîmere.

'flie deatu of MNr. and à.rs. Gordon lias, 1 need scarcely say, caet a gloom ever
our Mlission. We luad senreely begnin to recover frein, tîmo titock eatised by the
death of' MNr. Jnbinstnn,,%vl!cn this new and more severe trial bias fillen on uis.
low unsearchable are God's judgments, and hie ways past findingr ont. 'fle

nnelancholy deaths %iiceli have oeccurrod in thuis 'fission are eurely a loud eaul to
us wluo survive te ho more diligent and more earnest in our %woric, for tlio niglut
conieth ivien ne mi can work. Mâay GotI give uis grace, to inîiprove tiiese pain-
fol dispensationq, as well as to sustain uis oinder tlueîe.

Tfle - John KCnox " has juet returncd froni 'fana. The nenibers cf the Mis-
sion on tl'at isiand a.re -woll. Tfhe roport cf the m-.iýsacre on Erromnanga imadp
sonne excitemuent amnon-g the natives hostile te the cause on 'Ana. but there doits
flot appeau te ho any iininediate danger there.

ThIe sickness lias disappcared on tlîis island. About eloyen luuindred haveo dced
cf it, andI prohahly one huindred more w~ill sink under its after effiets.

I have juet rcturmed froni visitingc and rc-orca.nzitiug îny sclucols. it is pinfll
te notice the blanke ia theiuu, andI te sec tIhe nuu>ber of new graves -whiehi itcet
the oye in cvery direction.

I havwe been conversing witu the ati of a sandzul wood vesse] frein .Erroman-
ga. lle says tluat there are sandal îvood stations ail areund thne island, and tho
whuite mon who occupy thm are uninolested hy the natives. It is only a few
inontlhs :igo since the nuatives declined ail trading withi the sandal wood mon, as
thcy brought tluc sickness te the island.

1 trný-t t.hat ynn vill not ho undoly cast down by the information wli;ch this
letter centaimîs. You niust renicuber tlîat %ve have our encoure-iCuents as welI as


