
THtE F!iM1LY CIRO;bE-.

"iSybil,"1 Le said rieing, il r. did not intend to cloud your
happy brow wlthmy griefs; but it is too inte longer to dis-
semble. I Lad hoped, deare8t, to outstride this istorm of
disaster which Las wrcckcd so0 many of our weaithiest
anerchants, ln its whirlpooi of failure. Te-.morrow, Lowaver,
a Leavy payment falis due. 1 Lad reiied on receiving debts
fromn a distant firm, whlich wouid fuily liquidate the amount.
Instead of the money, the western. mails to-day bring news of

,the failure of the.-firma on whicb 1 Lad so, whoily depended 1
cBut can the amount be raised in no other way? I

89By borrowing here and there-by straining my credit to
thQ utmost and scraping together every cent of availabis
funds) I can raise the surn ail except five hundred dollars.
But it niight as weil bu-live, millions. Unlcss the whoie
amnount is met, my note will be protested, and I amn a ruined,
disgraced man. To think that niy whole future life shnuid
Le darkened for wvant of a miserable five hundred dollars 1"

ciAnd tbat is ail you lack ?"1
ciAll? But what is the use of dwelliug further uýon it.

I appreciate your sympathy, Sybil, but it is in vain."'
He sank back on the sofa, clasping bis hands on bis cîosed

eyez.
He must have lain there motionlees for five or six minutes,

when Sybil's iioft Laud was placed on bis forehead.
"gDearest, look up a moment. Do you remember our

chiidhood's fable of the lion who was released frorn the net
by the litttle mouse's tiny endeavors ? I

ccWhat of it ?" Ile aslred with a vague apprehiension. that
Sybil's wits Lad been a li ttle unsottled by the sudden news of
their impending misfortune.

WiIell, I arn the little mouse-zyou the snared lion. Here
are five Lundred and twenty dollars. Taire them, and may
they prove iaseful lu your time of need."'

He sat suddenly i:pright, starlng alternately at, lier and tLe
roll of neatly folded bille.-

ciBut Sybil, bow-when-?"
ccDear Grant 1 saved it f roma my allowance, a few

dollars aia time. I thougLt perhaps the moment miglit
corne wheu it would Le welcome. Bolieve me, my Lusband,
it gives mie ten theusaud foid more pleasure to place it in your
hands than to empend it in a crowu of diarnonde."1

cgMy darling wife! I faltered Grant Raymond, "9you have
preserved me fiom ruin. This crisis once passed, 1 cau bld
defiance to, misfortune 1"P

And at that moment Sybil seemed to him to wear the
lovely guise oi an angel of rescue.

Later lu the evening as she sat Ly Lis aide, lier head
resting on Lis knee, sLe could not forbear whisperlng, witb a
touch of loving miechief in hiem voice:

ciGrant-who wvas riglit about my firucial abilities, you
or I? I

ilLittle tease 1 I said Lie, laughing. ccBut 1 don't think I
ever realized Lefore Ébat a Llessing it le to Lave an economi-
cal* wifel"

Mr. J. W. Bouton bas obtained frorn Europe a large num-
ber of autograpli letters written by Dickens, iwhich relate
chiefly to business matters, many of- thera Leing wri«ett to, à
Mýr. Moxonce, Dickens's-man of business, who was evideutiy
the original of TornTraddles, ln David Coppemfieid. Some
of the letters also.strengthen thebelief. that Mr. -Dickens's
fa therwas.tle original of the immortal Micawber. Inciuded
lnthe collection-are letters to, Dickens frorn W&ghiihgtoil Irv-
Ing, Macise, Hood, and Robert Browning.

HE evening train on the Union Pacifie drew out from one
of the littie deeert stations of Wyomning, afew dsys ago,
leaving beliind it a group of merry youngsters who Lsd

corne to see off a newly.wedded young man and woman. The
departure of the train wae signalized by three rousing cheers
by the foreaken young men and maidene, and lu a certain
maner strý,ngly ernphasised by the eattliug reporta of
several pistol ehote.

The bridai party in the car were interested witnceses
of this demonstration on their behaif, and, lovingly locked lu
ecd others arme, lesned frorn thc same window, smiicd and
waved their respective head-gear lu adieu. A Lend in the
road soon removcd tLe mnarried pair and their friende from
view. The former slowly lowemed the wîndow sud sought
their seats. Imrnediately tiey became the cyniosume of
almost every eye ln the car, snd they justly merited the
attention.

She was youthfui and buxom, and was dressed lu Ler
Lest, wLici was rather of the shabby genteel order. Hem
face Lad a pristine Lesuty, which cultivation and association
with people (,f refinement wouid Lave made particularly
attractive. As it was, thero was the ruddy glow of health
the evidence of a robuet constitution, and withal the power tel
ciam the Lest young people lu the district iu wib it
beamed. Iu Ler eye there was tLe merry and mischievous
twinkle of the inbora coquette that delighted lu compelling
devotion, and took flot a littie deliglit lu making the cifeller
aie liked Lest"I feel tLat hie was not the oniy lad around she
migit Lave for the desiriug. lu lier hat was concentrated tihe
evidence of the Leight to whlci millinery Lad attalned lu
the mountain town.

Tho young man was dressed in a Lran-new cowboy -outfit,
60 stiffin lual its parts that Lie moved like a paralytic and
amelled like a leatier store. ale was not as brawny as cow-
boys sometimes are; indeed, Lé seemed like a tyro lu the
business. His face was devoid of that Llack.waiuut com-
plexion peculiar to members of is caliing, aind Lis expr ession
was sucli that it miglit but recently Lave bld good-by to
what Mark Twain would have temmed a gospel duck's emile.

-The twain Lad hardly taken their seats when the young
lady Lumet into teame. The feeling of home sickness Lad
almeady corne upon hiem. She sobbed nloud, and attracted
even more attention thereby-the undivided attention of the
crowded car. The newly-made husband was trained lu
business lu sucli cases made aud provided. The next instant
Lis arrn encircled lier waist, and the faim forrn was gently
rnoved, a a consequence, ln a reclining position, until tie.
dmoopiog head rested upon hier protecto>s Losom. Thon
%vere poured into the listening cars of the weeping damisel
the wiispers of consolation wh!:ch the young husbanci. wýas
able to conjure up from. the resources of Lise vocabulary.
Sorne of these whispers found their way into the da msel's
mouth, Lecause it was noticed that severai times the lip5 of
the twaln met iu closest contact,

By degrees the discousointe maiden retumned to hem former
self, and there ensued suci a scene of embraces. and kissesand
wLispers and hugs as is only witnessed on a weli-appointed,
bridai tour. Indeed, everlasting love, confidence aud fealty
must ba.ve been proposed aud assented, -to a thousaud tixues.

0f course 'it was a picnio for the other passengers, of


