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THE STUDY OP LIFE IN THE STUDY OF SHAKSPEARE.

LECTURE IBY LIENRY GILES, ESQ.

Shakspeare is, in the most com pro-
hensive Ineaningr of' the phrase, the
poet of buman lire; and 1 propose to
speak on the study of his works as a
study. The lecturer then proceedeci
to, speak of the study of life as a whole
in Shakspeare. Direct observation
is to any man extremely Iimited, even
when a nman's oppý,rtunities are the
widest. The man wbo bas travelled
xnost and thougyht most, will yet have
seen life in a very partial inanner. If
ha has had a purpose, bis purpose
must have controlled the order of his
enquiry-so that men and nien's re-
lations will appear differently, as seen
by the naturalist, the trader, the
xnoralist and the statesman. Nor wili
the writings of philosopbers afford us
the completeness for which we sock.
It is the business of philosophers to,
tcake men to pieces. I blame theni
flot for their metbod-it is a nocessity
of philosophy-for philosopby de.
pends upon analysis. The lecturer
thon proceeded to epeak of the dif-
ferent views of life taken by the theo-
logian, inoralis>, legisiator, jurist, and
pootical economist. Man, thus, as
the objeot of eithcr spoculative or
practical contemplation, is infinitely
divided. So studied ha is studied in
abstract and separate relations, neyer
as a living united wbole.

The greatest advantage of ail true
poetry is, that it bas its root ini the
.intuitive eleinents of mon's nature.
In spite of tizne or change the states
of conscience which poetry unfolds
are those which belong to the inward
and essential lufe. Poetry utters the
Catoholic spirit of humanity, but mucli
even of the best poetry is, and must
be fragmentary. Hoebrew songs and
Greek tragedies have living moaning

in tbem now as they had centuries
ago. Honer bad as vast a goulus as
Shak-speare-i't inust, on the othcr
hand, bc granted that Shakspeare,
had the -uperiority *of' experience.
Shakspeare lived later in time. By
sa much as man ho lived since Hoier.
Shakspeare had the inheritance of a
niigbtier life. IHe had the bugre
capacity wbich couid receive and hold,
that migbhty iif>e.

In the Shaksperian draina we have
a condensation, an epitome of mian 's
nature. We also study life distribu-
tively in Shakspeare; prescýutcd col-.
lectively in its unity, Shakspeare
brings every reader int, communion
wîth a boundless society. Thore. we
have kings, courtiers, great rulers,
great captains, graat thinkers, great
speakers, great doors; ail the glory
and p)omp of station; ail the might
of action, ail the majesty of mmnd.
These we have in every order of char-
acter, both as to principle and aim.

But Shakspeare gives us no mere
drama. He.gives us a real world in
this ideal world ofhbis ; a world as real
-in some sense-as Livy or Gibbon,
Robertson or Hume gives us. Not
niany of us can bebold even the out-
side e? a Palace; but by means of
Shakspeare, I ean go into the awful
Roman Senate; I cau bebold the
imperial Julius cover bis face and
bleed away bis life ; T can enter into,
the rnidnight solitude o? 'Macbeth and
bis wife; I can hear out freni the
secresies of human passion the whis-
porings of muarder; I eau look on
Lear in bis folly, watch him in bis

naessee burn as ho signs away
bis Royalty to bis daughters, and I
eau linger over imi with pity as hbe
dies in despair. I amn thus intro-
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