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Queries and Replies

UNDER THIS HEAD will apiear Questions which have
been asked, and replied to, by prominent and practical
bee-keepers—also by the Editor. Only questions of im-
portance should be ‘asked in this Department, and such
Aquestions are requestedtrom everyone. As thesequestiors
aave to be put into type, sent out for answers, and the re-
tl)ies all awaited for, it will tae-some time in each case
~%0 have the answers appear.

Bees on Shares.

"QuEry No. 281.—1 wish to let my
bees out on shares next year. What
should I give my attendant when I find
everything but foundation 2—N. W. M.

G. M. DoorLitTLE, Boropnino. N. Y.—Just
what you and he can agree upon.
R. McKn1GHT, OWEN Sounp, ONT.—Whatever

you and he agree upon. - “Circumstances alter
cases.”

Dr. MILLER, MarENGO, InL.—I've no expe-
rience in such matters, and I'm afraid one of you
will wish you hadn’t had any.

Pror. A. J. Cook, Lansing, MicH.—Ask D.

A. Joues. 1 should say each should share and
share alike.

J. F. DunN, RipGEwAY, ONT.—If your attend-
ant is a competent apiarist give him the wages
of a skilled mechanic and keep all the honey.
Don’t let your bees out on shares.

James Heopon, Dowagiac, Mice,.—Would
not try to answer this question. Everything
depends upon various minor affairs of which I
have no knowledge.

H. D. Curring, CLINTON, ONT.—Why don’t
you say how many colonies you have, as that
makes so much difference. "If* you have 100
colonies and furnish everthing, your atvendant
should have one-half of all honey.

J. K. DARLING, ALMONTE, OnT.—Well, I don’t
know. If the season was as bad as 1t has been
with some of us this year, you would need to give
him all he made and part of the original
stfopk, if you wished him to make a living out
of it.

G. W. DeMarre, CHRISTIANBURG, Ky.—This
is a difficult question to answer, not knowing
the parties, the locality, apiarian fixtures, etc.
I would not take all the risk of a bad season and
handle your bees for less than one-half of the
surplus honey. And then something would de-
pend on what is embraced in the word ‘‘founda-
tion.” A great deal might depend upon how
much foundation was necessary.

J. E. Poxp Nortn ATTLEBORO’, Mass.—This
is one of those questions no one can determina
unless more is known than is stated in the ques-
tion.  Circumstances, conditions and average
results from year to year for a term of years
-should be given in order to make a problem that,
I for one can understand. Knowing nc more

than the question states, I can no more give ‘:
intelligent answer, than I could to the questio®
“How big is a piece of chalk ?"

A. B. MasoN, AUBUBNDALE, O.—Oh, de”w!
I don’t know. About Nov. 1, 1891, tell us ho0
many days work the attendant has given to t "
care of the bees,how much increase there has bee
and how much honey secured,and we will tryap
tell you. In this locality, with 100 colqmes" g
attendant should be furnished every thmg(foug_
dation and fun included), and have all the su’
plus, all the increase and the original stock,tee
the season should be like two of the last th s
years, and if he is a nice young fellow, and YPm
have a nice young daughter that will make ht
a good wife, give her to him too.

A. PrRINGLE, 8ELBY, ONT.—You will 'scarceg
be able to find two bee-keepers who will agrbe
as to what is right, fair, and equitable in *® .
‘ shares” business with bees. Make your 0“;_
bargain and let every point be distinctly ul'ldehe
stood, and then if each carries out his side of t&
contract and both are reasonable men there W'o
be no trouble ; ptherwise there will. I tooK 5
colonies of bees ‘‘on sh:res’’ one time and ke‘t’-
them three years. My own terms were acce}’n
ed by the owners without a word of discussio! !
and we never had a word of difference or dli
pute. The terms were the following: I 1006
the bees, managed and handled them, and g&V
the owners one-haif the increase and.one-h o
the honey. They supplied their own hxveg»,fouti:e
dation and empties for their honey—I did 'th-
same. I managed the bees to suit myself wit
nut any diotation as to amount of mcrease,cot'l‘ln
or extracted honey, or anything else. They ra
their own risk of winter losses, spring_dwmdhngv
etc. They delivered the bees to me in the f
and took them away in the fall when I gave theltn
up. They were well satisfied and 1 was yvell sat-
isfied with the results, with the exception tha
they wished me to keep the bees on lonf,’,ev',whwl
I could not do as my hands and head were too fu
of my own work. Now, this basis of the * 0B
shares” is before you, to follow or not follow 9::
you may think it right or wrong. I thought?
fair and equitable, or I should not have propos-
edit.  They dovbtless thought it so or they
would not have accepted it.

THE EprTor.—Without further par-
ticulars it would be difficult to answer
your question.  The best way in ouf
opinion is to bire a man and pay him
by the month. You will make more in
the end—if youget the right sort of a man,
and the season is an ordinary one,

The Spacing of Brood Frames.

QuERY No. 282.—What is the propef
distance for spacing brood combs, (i.c.)
how far apart should they be from
centre to centre ?—E, H. N.

H. D. CurTiNG, CLINTON, OxT.—1§ inches

J. F. DunN, Ripgeway, ONT.—I prefer ¢ ]
inches.



