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(By Wllliam .'r ;'Lacey)
The Decembeér:dusk was. thlckenmg 1n the_
: vstreets of. Hipplebury, and the ﬁrehght was -
"pleasant and cheelful in the cosy. parlor of _

Kent Cottage - Saturday “afterncon had

.- come round, and Rasil Trevor -was homs
- early- from_his office.

He. had his books .
spread out on his own table, and was ngmrf
the final touches to a Sunday-school lesson..
There was’ only' one other person in the
room.. It was his sister, and she had closed
the book she was readmg because of the in-
creasing darkness,

‘Hadn’t you better stop, Basll 2" she said,

A you will do your eyes no good in these half- -
- lights. "

- because I-am tired of. Workmg for the Mas-

U Ne, T shall
"'sister,

¢TI am only memorizing, he answered ‘and
indeed I am through ‘with it now:.
last lesson I shall have to prepare for the
present.’ o

‘You intend to resign ?*

"“Yes ; it is a decision I am very unwilling
to come.to, but I seem to have no choice. 1:
make no headway with the class at all. Per-

~haps there may be an easier appointiment’

vacant soon, and- T could go into the school

-again then. ‘Whatever others may: say, you

know, Madge, that T am not takmg ‘the step

ter ’ ! -
A hght was on the young mans face and ‘

‘. an mﬂection 1n hlS voxoe that testiﬁed to

5t thmk that of you‘,’ said his

only
She stopped

) ‘Only what r

" ‘Forgive Tie, dear, I ‘was ‘wondering i g

" were not possible to. deny the domiands of

- to use severe measures.
. Jhave more resources, and win’ Tom to better

. meant contirived disapproval.

- “That terrible Tom Houster ! .
the discipline of the class, and is a ring-

duty by mistake in haste, when one is de-
pressed and when everything looks blank.’
‘That means that in your view 1 am

wrong.’ h

‘I do not go so far as that, Basil, .But 1

swish-you could see your way to hope on and

to hold out. It is just one Jlad who gives
you the chief trouble, as I understand '
He- ruins

leader in ‘all sorts-of mischief. T cannot con-
trol him, and the officers. are-so.reluctant to
expel anyone ; ; besides, T won’t ask them
A 'néw teacher may

behavior, "I shall be glad.if my successor
dces succeed where I have failed.’

There was ‘silence for some. mmutes, .and
it seemed to ‘Basil that the absence of remari

great store by Madge’s opinion, though she

" was his§ ‘junior, ‘and:he did'not like this.

~in his pockets.

‘Mother thinks 1 am acting for the best )
he- added . '

But_ this reference to Mrs Trevor carried
less weight than might have been the case
in different circumstances The widowed
mistress of the house was & chronie invalid,
and looked at all questions through dark-

ened glasses. -« .

Very softly, and as 1t to herself, Madge :

spoke at last: )

‘Jesus does not- give Tom up:’

The young man turned abruptly and stood
at the window with knit brows and hands
He was not cross, but he
was- plunged into-a fresh train of thought.
The time ~had' been, Lefore. his father’s ill-

. ness and death, when:he was-a thoughtless,

wilful: youth in imminent danger from bad ~
- companions.

: Conscience - spoke . to - him. .

. “many- times, and -he' had refused to hear.-

Strange providences crossed his path, with |

TI—IE?'

their ﬁnger—mark directing mto ‘the ways
. of wisdom, and he. had kept on in: his reck-"
But his. Saviour :had Dot for- °
o saken him’in his folly and Waywardness In
-...the: far- country he‘had been- found and 're-
..." claimed, and’ hehad a- lively.cence. of-God's

. less courses..:

- unworthy. -
- What- if he had’ been abandoned ?-

‘It is.the -

", with the impertinence. .
“her hands are full at home ; and
- draw back ang- stay, when T told Tom last

He set a "

“teachers in' the same Sunday-school.

3

goodness vouchsafed to" hrmself. when' most
‘The ‘query would ~come .now,’
What
right had he to say’ that Tom: Houster was
incorrigible 2 . *

But his resolution had ‘been a:thing of
slow. growth and ‘was firmly. rcoted. He

was soon using casulstlcal arguments in its

defence. . He did not say that that terrible
Tom was past mending. All that his medi-

wMESSENGDR,

Purcell's. ) Mamma.—Mr"
sald, o o

'1_1 evor Myra.._\_:f :

There was a stlff httle bow, a deeper one .. .
from Basil, a’ merry smile from the girl, and ..

the meeting was a thlng of the past
- But' not’in -its impression. )

-was tossed on a sed of conJectu' es..  What

" had brought Miss Elborough here ? ~Where )

-was she’ stay)ng 2. How ‘¢ould he make use
of the -introduction which he had réceived 2

- And then ‘the remembrance of the . problem

tated action' meant was, that "fom needed a.

more capable téacher.
easily be for Tom's good. - .

" When he looked round Madge was gone,
though he had not heard her steal away, and

“soon the servant came in to light up, and

-shut out the cold gloammg

Basil Trevor had grown restless. _ Tea
v[oul,d not be ready yet for an hour or two.
He would have a stroll. ~He took his hat
and stick, and buttoned his coat tightly up
to his :throa_t, and went out into the town.
He had- neither destination nor ‘turning-
point before him. It seemed all chance
which road he selected. There was: a sense

o't relief from the pressure on mind and heart

in quick movement.. Once he spoke, alone,
-as sometunes those in perplexrty get a trick

" of doing.

. The change might

‘It is all very well for Madge to counsel’

patlence always patience;’ he: growled aun-
der his breath- ‘‘she doesn’t have to put up
She isn’t a teacher,

week, that in consequence of his .conduet I
‘should. only oome one. more Sunday.  He

mind.’, .

At this moment a dlvcrsion was created
in Basil’s thoughts, and yet the new direc-
tion which they took had a subtle, singular
link Jwith . the. old. He was: nearly in theé

and how can I *

present with him- when he started from -
Kent Cottage came back. He recalled the
curious fact that when he first took’ charge
of the class of lads who were almost young
men, oomet.hmg in Tom mouster’s ‘face had
reminded him of Myra Elborough, _

" He had come out to settle the question
once foriall, and then sternly to dismiss it. .
" And his sister’s-words were with him. : He
repeated them mechanically:- -

‘Jesus dces not give Tom up.’

‘Was he sure that ‘he was wholly loyal to
“his Lord if, having put his hand to ‘the -
plough, he drew back through personal
pique or disappointment ? ?  Was there not
2 better way ? A prayer -went up to the .
God who giveth wisdom. - . ‘Let not”self de-
cide. ' -Guide' Thou me,’ .was the ciy of his
inmost soul,

He could bave fancied. that the answer
came in ‘a small; still. whisper:— * In due
season we shall reap, if we faint not* .

Basil Trevor sat down-with his sister at .
" the tea-table, and as they waited for Mrs.
Trevor to- appear, he -said - almost shame-
‘facedly, ‘I-am going to- iry what a little
more patience will do, Madge; I shan’t fesign
my class: for some weeks; at’ all events.’ )

The girl’s face' brightemed.” *“Do you

" know, I feel sure you will succececd yet with

- would: be ‘worse, than ever if-I.. albered my,

eentre of Hlpplebury I-Iigh-street -and was

‘still sw,mgmg ‘along at a great pace. - Nei-
-ther shops nor people won his attention, un-

. til, at a corner, that which had been narrow-

Iy escaped before, happened—-—the impetuous
.young. fellow came into collision with a lady.
T bcg your pa.rdon, he said 1nstnntly,
with. the solicitude of good breedmg And
_then he started and that terrihle Tom was
tempora.mly forgotten. =

. The girl who was ‘smiling at him as her

‘ small gloved hand set straight her bonnet

was an old acqua.mta.nce They had ‘met
when he was at his first sxtuation wnth Shan-
non Bros a.t Southampton - Myra Elbor-
ough was assistant in"a post-oﬂiee he had
often had to visit. They had been fellow
He

* your terrible: Tom;' she said. I shall ear-
nestly- pray that you may.’ :

The widow entered and the top1c Was :
-dropped. '

On the morrow Basxl went to '=choo] with
a more 'serene spirit than :at one time he
would have thought possible; He had form-
:ed his plan, and-it was not without an ele-.
ment. of daring. .He would try what a.

cfrank, straightforward talk would do with

ha.d sighed to ‘think how little likely it was

that he would-ever see her or hear of her
again now that he had exchanged the South
coast for the Midiands. He had under-
stood that her home was in London. ' The
unexpected had come about, and sunshine
seemed to break through his clouds, and he
was face to face with Myra.

‘Miss Eiborough ! this is a pleasure—not
the crash; of course.’

. ‘Pledse don't mxnd about apologxzm
Frevor.' .

‘You' are vrsxting in H1pplebury kil

T am staying here until the New Year 1
have left Southampbon

“Yw l]l M .

. ‘Myra, are you ready-?’ .

The speaker was a stout, elderly lady, un- :
known to ‘Basi), upon whom she bestowed
a. puzzled stare. .

‘I knew thi gentleman when I was at:

Mr.

-

the scapegrace, aud in the last and worst
resort he would get the minister and super-
intendent to speak a few pointed words.
But the. lesson was an ordeal. Tom was
in his place and bent on frolic and defiance.
He knéw how to.maintain such a measure
of outward decorum as would save' him
from exposure, and yet be a sharp.thorn in
his teacher’s side. - 'He was a lad “about fif- -
teen years of age, of good education, and
with obviously no excuse on lhe ground of
coming from a poor and_wretched home. .
His people were comparatlvely newcomers in
Hipplebuiy, and Basil knew little of them.
Basil had been to the house, but he had only
seen the father, and his welcome was chilly
‘When teaching was over the boys watch-
ed their téacher as if expecting 'an an-
nouncement and perhaps a farewell. But
Basil merely laid a restraining finger on
Tom Houster’s arm as the youth was leav-

ing the class-room.

‘Do you mind meeting' me here for a few
minutes after -dismissal,’ he said, genially,
¢ I will not detain you long, You will do me
a‘great - favor if you wxll Muy T expect‘
vou" ! <

Tom was ‘taken aback He had éarned
severity, and here was gentleness as ‘well as
mystery. 'The hoy promised before he quite
knew what he was doing. And he kept his
word; which was better than Basil's fears,

Tarnest wrestling .with God had gone be-
fore this step. 'Basil stated -candidly that he
‘had. had- it much- upon - his” mind to reslgn
the class, and why. He knew that in “ac-
lmowled"mg S0 much he was not bioachmg

Basil Trevor *




