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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

finally exchanged his short sword for the
New Testament. Itis hard work for an
educated- Japanese to read Chinese books
unless they have been printed for Japanese
eyes, a8 thearrangement of words in a sen-
tence is very different in the two languages.
He could only spell out the meaning, bub
he begun at Matthew and read on in course
through Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and
in the midst of the voyage he came to the
sixteenth verse of the third chapter of
John, ‘God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whaso-
ever believeth in him should not porish,
but.have everlasting life ; and this made
a very deep impression upon him and he
felt that this was just such a Saviour as he
needed.

After arriving in Boston, he was left on
the vessel for ten weeks ‘¢ with rough and
godless men who kept the ship,” doing
hard, heavy work, such as he had never
been accustomed to do. ‘I thought, too,
that I must work pretty well for my eating
and dressing, and I could not get in any
schools before I could earn money to pay
to a school. When such thoughts pressed
my brain, I could not work very well; I
could not read books very cheerfully, and I
only looked around myself a long time as
a lunatie.”

He made one great discovery, however,
during this tedious waiting time. 'The
captain had given him a little money to
amuse himself with on shore, and he had
bought a Robinson Crusoe, which he had
found in a second-hand bookstore on
Washington street, and Robinson Crusoc
first taught him that he might pray to his
henvenly Father as to a present, personal
friend. He had not yet fully mastered
his New Testament in a foreign language.
This shipwrecked Robinson Crusoe prayed
in his distress* why might not he? So
-every’ night, after he went to bed, he
‘¢ prayed to the God : Please don’t cast me
away into miserable condition, Please let
me reach my great aim 7’ :

That God who had turned this boy's
heart away from idols, who had inspired
him to feel after him if haply he mightfind
him, who had said to him: *‘ Get thee out
of thy country and from.thy kindred- and
from thy father's house upto-thedand that
I will show thee :” this same 'God had not
neglected to prepare a place for him in the
Iand of promise to which he had led him.
He had brought the young wanderer across
the seas in a ship belonging to one of his
own children, straight to the hands of one
whose joy it was to spend his strength and
his wealth in the service of his Master.
And so he went from strength to strength
until his days were ended.—Bible Society

Record.
——— .
A SERMONETTE ON ETIQUETTE.
BY MARY S. M‘COBB.

And if you have company of your very
own? Ab, then no pains should be spared
to give pleasure.

It is never proper, in her own house, for
a girl to wear a dress so fine that any one
bidden mighti fecl her own clothes shabby
.or too plain. Neither is it ‘well-bred to

“have or do anything simply for show.

To honor one's friends, the table should
be set with tho daintiest china and the

brightest silver and glass. But if one has
-only plain crockery and pewter spoons,
then the whiteness of the table-cloth, and
"the freshness of the napkins, and especially
the cordial welcome, are-all that is neces-
Bary. ’

Never apologize for anything on the
table. If the bread is not quite as light as
usual, or if the cake, alas ! hasa *‘ heavy
streak,” do not call abtention to it. It
will make a bad matter no better, and
apologies always put visitors in an awkward
position. '

Do not urge your guests to eat. It is
proper for a friend to ask for any dish on
the tuble. If 80 be he or she'isshy, it may
boallowable to say, * Bubare you sure I
may not give you a bit of the turkey or a
slice of the ham !”

- Ifagain your guest says, “* No,” do not
Jnsist. C

¢ Never say, “ Shall Igive you some more
iof this or that?” You do not wish o re-
emble the small boy who kept a written
jnccount of overy mouthful his mother’s un-
‘sugpecting guest ate,

{ If ganmes arc tho order of the day, let
thor soe to it that every one is drawn into

If a visitor stands alone, quickly, before
there is a chance for him to fzel awkward,
go yourself to talk with him, or ask some
one else to do so. That anybody should
find himself ill at ease in your home reflects
discredit on you. ~ :

There is no wider field for unselfish tact
than in one’s own parlor, and the motto
for every hostess should be, “‘Not to.be
ministered unto, but to minister.”—Har-
per's Young People, RN

CHRIST THE TEACHER'S MODEL.
JAMES A. WORDEN, D. D,

Youwish your boy to learn to write. You
give him not merely a lecture on the prin-
ciples and art of writing, on the proportions
of the stem, the loop, the curve, the hoolk,
and the point. You not only tell him how
to form the letters and how to hold the pen
—you set him a copy and you train him to
imitate that copy. The youth learns to
paint, not principally from books and lec-
tures, but from the close study of the works
of the great masters. So must the sculptor
copy the masters of his art. §

There is but one Model for Bible
teachers—the TLiord Jesus Christ. Is it
practicable for every teacher to make Jesus
Christ his Model? Christ commands it,
and God has made ample provision, in the
union of the believer with Christ, to enable
him to make Christ his Model. .

In what particulars ought the teacher to
imitate Christ ? These would include the
following, at least : In being filled with the
Spirit ; glorying the Father ; doing God's
will ; abiding in the Father’s love ; loving
others ; self-sacrifice ; being mighty in the
Seriptures ; seekirg the sulvation of souls,
Besides these, there are a few particulars
which just now seem specially important to
be mentioned, as those in which we should
follow Christ.

In his Spirit. There is a question more
importantthan, How much Bibleknowledge
do you possess? or, How far have youmas-
tered the principles and methods of teach-
ing? Itis this: What manner of spiritare
youof? This will determine the quality
and permanence of your influence. How
ghall you attain the true Spirit? The
Scriptures give no wuncertain answer.
Christ says, Come ye after me. A< he’
was, 50 are we to be in the world.. One
truth allays all discouragement ; it is the
wonderful fact of our oneness with Christ,
John15:1-4, As the branch is one with
the vine, deriving its life-sap from the
vine, so are we one with Christ. This fact,
of the living, mystic oneness with Christ,
the fact that we.actually abide in him, isat
once the argument for and source of the
strength that enables us to attain unto
likeness of Christ.

In special preparation. Jesus’ life and
ministry were not the offspring of unpre-
meditated impulse. His great discourses,
his matchless parables, his sublime pro-
phecies, were not the impromptu utter-

ances of the moment. No one can study ;
the Sermnon on the Mount or consider its

beautiful unity, its unique introduction in
those wonderful beatitudes, its skilful ar-
rangement of arguments and illustrations,
nor can any one read the parables or the
wonderful discourses of our Lord without
saying, These are not only the outbursts of
divine wisdom and love, but they were the
result of profound meditation. Here we
see our Model. .In careful, prayerful
thought, in meditation and study, in thor-
ough preparation of mind, heart and soul,
as well as in thorough preparation of matter
and expression. With that divine example
before us of the Man who was also God,
thus Iaboriously and dilizently preparing
himself for his tasks, how can any teacher,
who walks *‘in his footsteps,” go before
his class with unpremeditated lesson, and
“offer to God a burnt-offering” of - that
which cost him nothing ¥

In Bible study. Jesus prepared himself
by the thorough study of the Old Testament
Scriptures. His method of referring to
these Scriptures. :
profoundest meaning, his ability to expose

false interpretations, his perfect readiness| v.

in handling the Word of God, are sure wit-
nesses to the fact that he had thoroughly
‘mastered the writings of.Moses ‘and the
prophets. . Though he himself was the in-
carnate Word, he ever honored the written
Word, ‘ o
In studying man. - Christ studied his

His mastery of their.

acquaintance with Pharisees, scribes, Hero-
dians, publicans, soldiers, sailors, farmers,
merchants—all sorts and -conditions of
men. ‘“ He knew all men, and....he
needed not that any one should bear wit-
ness concerning man ; for he himself knew
what was in man.” John 2:24-25. In
this the teacher is to be like Christ. You
mustb not only know boys and girls, young
men and young women, in general ; you
must know your pupils in particular. You
are simply following your divine Lord
when you are studying, by the closest
observation, with the most minute atten-
tion, the special surroundings, the home
life, the business duties, the reading, the
companions, the amusoments, the scciety,
the temptations, the dangers, the easily-
besetting sins, as well as the nobler traits
of the pupils whom God has given you to
teach.

From this sketch we see how far removed
from the true Spirit of Jesus and of Chris-
tianity is & contempt for patient, plodding
effort at study, and at the development of
our. powers by all the literary, Biblical,
social, domestic, and other means thut God
has put within our reach,.—Baptist Teacher,

e

THE PLAIN LFSSON OF THE TIMES.

Young men are learning every day the
commercial value of  temperance. The
‘“ good fellow’ man is he who stays at the
lndder's toot, and his comrades profit by
that object lesson. Inno walk of life are
the higher paths open as they were, not so
very long ago, to the man who drinks.
Business men, professional men, look upon
an employee’s convivial habits as a menace
to themselves. What once found ready
excuse now suffers not even toleration.
That is the plain lesson of the times.

—_——————

GENUINE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

An instance of genuine Christian En- |-

deavor zeal and missionary cnterprise is
givenin the Young People’s Standard, of
Cincinnati, Ohio. It is this: A memberof
one of our city’s societies recently went in-
to the country to spend the winter; and
within ten days after her arrival, visited
every family connected with the little
church in which she found herself, told of
the Y.P.8.C.E., and organized a society.
With such ‘‘endeavor,” the work can
scarcely help but grow.

—reetlf e

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.

(From TWestminstcr Question Book.)
LESSON III.—-JULY 19, 1891.
CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE,—John 2:1-11,
COMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 1-5,

GOLDEN TEXT,

“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana
of Gulilee, and manifested forth his glory."—

John 2:11.
HOME READINGS,

M. John 2 : 1'1L—Christ’s First Miracle.
T. Gen, 2:1525—~The First Marriage.
Sph. 5 22-33,—Husbands and Wives,

s L 539
Th, Matt, 22:1-14.—The Marriage of the King's

Son,
F. Rev.19:1.13.—The Marriage of the Lamb.,
S. Isa. 53:1-13.—Without Money and Without

Price,
3. 1Cor.10:21-33.—Do All fo tho Glory of God.

LESSON PLAN.

T. Jesus at the Wedding Feast, vs, 1-4,
II. Jesus and the Servants. vs. 5-8.
III. Jesus and the Miracle, vs, 9-11,

TIME.~—A.D. 27, February or March, four days
after the last lesson ; Tibering Cresar emperor of
RRomeo; Pontius Pllategovernor of Judea; Herod
Antipas governor of Galileo and Peren.,

Pr.ace.—Cana of Galilee, four miles north-cast
from Nazarcth, whero the village of Kefr Kenna,
now stands,

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON.

V.1 The third da}/{—_-nfter the calling of
Philip. ch. 1:42, V., 2. His disciples—those men-
tioned in ch. 1, viz, Andrew, Simon Peter,
Philip, Nathanael and John himself, and probably
James. V. 3.  When they wanled wine—Revised
Version, ** When the wine failed.,” V. 4. What
have Ito do with thec?—an gentle reproof, and
an intimation thatshe was not to dircet himi in
regard to his divine work., V. 6. Sizx waler-vols
—large earthen ars.  Two or three firkins—
probably the Jewish bath is the measure intended
—about eight gallons, or at least one hundred
gnllons in all. V. 8. The governor-—the person
who presided atb the feast. Without knowing
whence it came, he pronounced it the best wine,
o 11, This -beginning of miracles—Devised
Version, * Thig beginning of his signs.” It was
the flrst miracle of all, not- merely the first at
Cang.
_ 'QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.— What was the subject of the
Inst Jesson? Who wore theso first disciples?
Titlo of thislesson? Golden Text? Lesson Plan?
Time? Place? Memory verses?

JESUS AT THE WEDDING FrasT. vs, 1-4.—What,

Whero was Cana} Who wasg there? Who were
among the invited guests? What did his mother
say to Jesus? What was hisreply? -

II, JESUS AND THE SERVANTS. v, 5-8.—What
did his motlier say to the servanis? What ves-
sels were there?  How much did they hold?
What directions did_Jesus give the servanis?
What did they do? What did Jesus then say to
them? o

III. Jusus AND THE MIRACLE. vs, §-11.—Into
what hnd the water been changed? ‘Who knew
how it had been done? What did tho governor
of the feastsuy?  What is a miracle? Ilow did
this miracle manifost forth Christ's glory ¥ How
did it affect his disciples? . :

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

. 1. That Jesus by his presenco sanctifics the
Jjoys and duties of daily life, L

2. That wo should seck to have him’ in our
social meetings.,

3. That we should go to Jesus with all onr
needs, temporal as well asspiritual, .

4. That his miracles were manifestations of his
divine glory, -

5. That weshould believeon m and receive
him as the Christ of God.

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

1. What took plnce the third day after the call-
ing of Philip? Ans, There was o marringe in
Cang, of Galilee.

2. Who were at themarriage? Ans. Jesusand
his mother and his disciples.

3. What miracle did Jesus perform? Ans, Ho
turned water into wine, . '

4, What did this miracle manifest? Ans. His.

glory as the Son of God, the promised Messinh,
5. What was its cffeet on his disciples? Ans,
They believed on him,

LESSON IV.—JULY 26, ‘1801,
CHRIST AND NICODEMUS,—~John 3:1-17.

COMMIT TO MEMORY Vvs. 14-17,
GOLDEN TEX',

*‘For God so Joved the world, thathe gave his
only begotien Son, that whosoever belicveth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
—John 3:16, ' .

HOME READINGS,
M. John 2:12.25~Christ Cleanses the Temple.
T. John 3:1-17.--Christ and_Nicodemus,
W, Eph. 4:22.32,—The New Man.
Th, Ezck. 36: 25-38.—The New Heart,
1. 2 Cor. 5:14-21L~The New Creation,
S. Col. 3:1.17.—The New Life,
S. 1Johnj:1-21,.—Born of Gord.

LESSON PLAN.

1. The Teacher from God, vs, 1-3.
II. The Eager Inquirer. vs, 4-11,
IIL, The Way of Salvation. vs, 12-17. i
TIME.—A.D, 27, April, flve orsix weeks after the
last lesson; Tiberius Ceesar_emperor of Rome ;
Pontins Pilate governor of Judea ; Herod Anti-
pas governor of Galilee and Perea.
Prack.—Jerusalem, in o guest-chamber,- the
upper room of the house of a friend in the city.

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON, .

V., 1. Pharisces—a seet of the Jews, very strict

intho observance of the Mosaic law. ~“Riler—a
member of the Sanhedrim, V. 3. Born again—
* born ancw;” changed from the Jove of sin to
the love and practice of holiness, Tit.3:5. Can-
not-sce the kingdom of God —so as to partake of
it. V. 5. Born of water and of the Spiril—puri-
fied by thie Holy Spirit, of which change baptism
by water is the symbol. V, 6. That awhich is
born of the flesh—what is born of sinful human
nature is sinful and corrupt; what is born of the
Holy Spirit is spiritual and pure. V. 8, So 7s
cvery one—the Spirit’s operation, like that of the
wind, is directed by God, unscen and known only
by its effects. . 12, Barthly things—things
which take placeon earth, such as the new birth,
the proofs of which are plain and palpable.
Heavenly things—things less plaan, relating to
God. Christ, heaven and cternity. 'V, 13. Son of
man—Jesus Christ. Jn heaven—divine and
human, on _earth and in heaven, at the same
timo. (SeeHeb, 2:14-17.) V., 14, s Moses lifled
up the serpent—Num, 21:8,9. Lifted up—on the
cross in hisdeath, and to heaven in hisascension,
John 12:32,33. V. 16. Luther calls this verse
‘“the Bible in miniature,” .
QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—Where did Jesus go from
Cann? How long did ho remain there? Where
Qid ho then go? For what purpose? Title of this
lcsson? _Golden Text? Lesson Plan? Time?
Place? Memory verses?

XI. THE TEACHER FROM_ GoD. vs. 1-3—~Who
came to Jesus? Why did he come by night ?
What did he say? How did Jesus answer Nico-
demus? What do you understand by being born
again? By sceing the kingdom of God 2

II. THE EAGER INQUIRER. vs, 4-11.—What did
Nicodemus say to this? How did Jesus answer
him? What clse did Jesus tell him? What did
Nicodemus then ask? How did Jesus angwer
him? Whatfurtherdid Jesussay? Wiy domen
not receive this truth? 1 Cor, 2:14,

III. TrE WAY OF SALVATION. vs, 12-17.—What
is here moant by earthlythings, and by heavenly
things2 How may the knowledgo of heaveniy
things be grined? Why did Moses lift up the
serpent? Why was Jesusto be liftedup? What
docs Jesus promise to all believers? How did
God show his greatlovefor the world? For what
purpose did he give hisSon? What is faith in
Jesus Christ 2

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

A 1. That by nature we are-unholy and unfit for
caven, .

2, That we should seck a new and holy heart.

3. That if we beliove in the Lord Josus Christ
we shall be saved. . -

4. That unlesswereceive Christweshall perish.

&, That if we are lost it 'will be our own fault,

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

L Who came to Jesus by night? Ans. Nico-
demus, a Pharisec and rulerof the Jows, .

2. Why did he come to Jesus? Ans, Ho had
heard of his miracles and wished to learn of him,

3. Whatdid Jesus first sny to him#% Ans, Ex-
cept @ man bo born again, he cannot sce - the
kingdom of God. L

4. What did he tell him of God’s grent love for
thoworld? Ans. God soloved the world, that he
gave hig only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lievoth in him should not perish, but have ever-

§thc_fun. e fellow-countrymen. He shows a perfecti took place the third day aftor the call of Philip?| lasting life,
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