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MYSTERIES.
Continued from the first pags.

Thoy were never denicd though miscon-
steved by his envious and mortal enemies,
asif wrought by the power of Satan ; ab-
surdly advancing that Salan would thus
humble himself aud ruin lisown cause
and usurped credit nmong sinful mortals.
1o wrought them as the Lord imself of
nature, who but willed, and they were
done ; who commanded, and nature obey-
ed. In the sight of many he stilled the
storm at sea ; and called Lazarus up {rom
hisgrave. In his absence or presence,
his will was proved ommpotent 5 Jonx
iv,, 53. His miracles in every nstance
bore the stamp of tho Deity. The inhabi-
tants of the watery deep crowded instantly
where he willed them to be; Luge v. 6.
"The fig tree withered at his frown; Mar.

xxi., 10. The water giew firm beneath
tus steps.  The inanunate as well as ani-
mate creation, felt the presence of the
Lord. He read into the innermost recess-
e3 of the human heart; Mat.ix., 4; and
revealed in characters traced upon the
ground with lus Almighty finger, the sins
of,all, and each of those who had come
deceittuily 10 accuse before him the wo-
man taken in adultery , Jouyx ., 68.—
With what case did he solve the captious
query of his enemies, the Pharisees and
Herodians ; Matr.xxii, 19. They thought
they had devised the unavoiduble alicrna-
tive of his either granting or denying it
lawful to pay tribute to Caesar.  Had he
granted it lawful, the Jews from their
hateed to that tribute, would have abhor-
red and stoned him, as an enemy to
their law and country and a friend 1o
strangers and idolaters  Had he denied
i1 10 be lawful 5 the Romnns would have
puthim to death. as a preacher up of se-
diton.  Even had he declined answerin
them at all they would then have held him
out to the public as one whom they had
puzzled, and as a mean and truckling
temporiser.  But there is no wisdom,
theve is no prudcence, there is no coun-
sel against the Lord ; Prov. xxi., 30,
By these and numberless other prodigies,
did he prove himself to be the long ex-
pected Ewmaxuet, or God with us, pro-
phecied from the beginning, and pre-
figured in the many emblems, rites and
sactifices of the Jewish religion. He
Legan and ended his ministry by transub-
stantiation; first, by changing water into
wine at the marringe fenst of Cana in
Galilee ; and last, by changing bread and
w.nc into his own flesh and blood, to be
united* with ours ’in that spiritual mar-
riage feast, which the eternal Father had
made for his Son become man; and to
which if duly prepared,we are all invited ;
MaT. xxii, 2, 3. Thut downright infi-
dels, in their wild, unprincipled and con-
jectural surmises, should profancly scoff
at so sublime and inconceivable a mystery
at thes, it not atall 10 be wondered at.—
But that professed Christians owning
Jesus Christ to be God, should mect with
the flattest negative, his repeated, une-
quivocal and inost positive affirmations
on the subject recorded in that very
Scripture, which they hold aloac as their
rule of faith, istruly astonishing; and
thig, because it is to them an incompre-
hensible mystery.  With as good reason
may they reject all the other revealed
mysterics ; nay, and all the other incom-
prebengible prodigies of nature, as well
a« of religion, tillthey arsive at last, ns
others ia our day have dono to that ex-
tremie degrea of unceriainly and ne plus
ultraof scepticism, so as to doubt of every
thing, cven of their own cxistence.—
Abyssus abyssun invical in voce calarace
turum tuarun,—Ps, xii., 8.

PETER THE HERMIT.

Peter, callad ‘the Hermit,' waa n French gen-
tleman of Amieos in Picardy, who quitted 1ho
profession of arms, to embrace tha heremitical
hfe, which be subsequently enlarged fur thatofa
mignm  About the year 1093, having visited the
floly Land, he was afilicied at beholding the de
plorablo condution of the ¢hristians of those
parts, and on lus retern spoke to Uiban 1, 1n so
sitong & manuer, and diew soch tooch.ng pice
tores of therr destitntion, that the Ponufl sent en
voys from provinco to pravince, to oxcite the
Clinistisn princes to deliver the fathful from the
oppresnon that weighed them down to earth.
This wasthe occanon and origin of the first cro~
rade  Notlung short of philosophical J{that is, in-
fidel) insonmbility can pretend thst Christiape
should hase abandoned therr brothren, and given
over the empire of Constantine and of heodosius

prudenco aad mound polisy? Now that thess
cousiderations dirocted the chisfs of the Christian
ropublics cannot appear doublul lo auy one who
tins hoard Popo Usban t, in the Couacil of Cler.
mont, and hus successors, on ¥0 many other occa.
sions cxhoriing the prioces and people of Chris-
tendum, to repreas tho insolts of the Mehometans,

theso infidels to subjugate nll kingdoms and em.
ium-. and to annililate every Christi2n power.
’elor sppenred at first sight but badly adapied to
condact so important a movement. He wasa lil-
tlo man, whoss physiognumy was repultive. He
had a lung beard, sod woro & very coarse habit,
but under thie humble esterior, he concealed
areat wegnammity, eloquence snd onthusiasm,
Ho was a inso of hetoc coorage, of an elovated
mind, of a vivacity and energy of sentiment which
ensbled him o commuaicate his own feelings in
aq irresistable manuer to those whom ho addres-

fo sanguinary tyrsats and usurpers; and it would
Lo a stiange injostice to condemn the policy of
these expeditions, bocanse they were unsuccess-
ful. Tins mancer of jodging of events is most
objectionable, as occording 10 the waxim of Fa-
Lios Maxunus—eventus stoltaroin magister—rex-
perience 13 the teacher of fools.” ‘Pethaps,’ taye
a jodicioas anthar, ‘religious zeal may hava cans-
ed the crusaders to sct imprudently;” lat itis not
the pradence, but the justice of their condeet wo
are to examine. When the Game of war and the
enthusiasm of the crusaders, ate dispassivnately
examined by the facts which their history pre-
sents, a0d not by vagoe reproaches of fanaticism,
or the unjust declamations of a philosnphism,
mare fanatical and intolerant thin what it atig-
mazes as such: this exhibiwon of facts of iuselfl
dispels every shadow ol injusticoin these cele-
tuated wars.  Legiimate, althoogh peshapa, de-
fective views of policy; the necessity of golf de-
fenco, and the prapricty of changing the theatre
of war, wero addittwnal smotives fur theso wars,
and arnlsh new fightto justify them to tho satis-
faction of every one that is acqusinted with the
rights of war and peace. Remember, for a mo
ment, what was the genius of {slamisin at its riso,
and what 3 aystem of oppresmion it ceased not to
parsae with fensuic fury, es long as it had force
to oppress,and a pradomioanco of power, The
canstant object of the first anthor of thst absord
relizion, was to rubject to it the threo partsof
the known world, not by the way of persuasion,
which it could not bear, bot by the morderous
weight of the scunetar, by the abrozation of laws,
the degradation of human nature,3nd by tram.
ling under foot'every priociple of humnnity,
“verything was vanctfied by zeal for the Koran,
and prowvided that this ohject was soagzht, there
was no mena, seditioas, sanguinary, or havbane
asthey might be, which weee ot regarded as faw-
ful. The peaple who voluntanly emblraced the
yoke, who fooked on insurrectinn and aposincy zg
meritorions, enjayed 2 commonity of national
i privileges with the moostsons sect. 2 hey daily
youzmented in namber.  Those who did not im.
itate this bacences were mercilessly hiewed down
by the sword, or by a more deplorable lot, ro.
duced to the condition ¢f slaves,” No peaple, no
empirg, no pravilege, nono of thoso prisoitivo aad
sacred laws which cven hostile nations observe,
were revered by theso fanatical viodators of all
law and of aliicligion. Would por then those
bro:al vialators of every social bond, b the ob-
Jects of phulceophic (infide!) censure, twere st got
that the vagco names of fananc and (anaticism are
applied by them 1o the fullowers of the Gospel
and the practico of virtge. The philossphers
socght, »t first, to diszuise (icir harred of all that
is connected wath rehigion, cuder the veit of a
concern (vt tha putiic gund.  They assetted that
the croazdes had produced effect’detrimental to
tho wholeof Eurape: but this imaginat.on was
soon disupated. s now krown, that zreat ad-
ventages reasiied from them, that navizatisn and
commeree are incebied for their Siat smpulse, or
tather for their creation and cxistenco, to thess
perpetual transangrations from the west to the
eant; that by means of them the arts passed over
into buropc, and that privale wars and intestine
divisions which preyed on tho vials of tho same
staie were ebolished by themn.  They assen, how-
ever, that theso advantagce wero accidemal re.
saits, snd did not entrr inis the conternplation of
the crusadetr;—an absord wanner of rearoning,
which ouly shows the torniconty of falschood.—
Aro we called upon to judge of tho thiog staclf, or
ofthe latention? andif iho thing be good and use
fal, what r1ght have we to assume that it was not
such ia the viewsof i promoters? The prand
results of the crusadendid not cestainly escape
the chics of thise distant cxpeditions. Thay
well knew thet the sareq nicans of preserving
Earope from Mshomelon invasion, wcs to carr,
the wariulo Asiz. *\Whocanthoncry oot *in
justice,' says the writer already quoted, * agaiast
leagues formed by Christian nauans, for the pot-
pase of pacrying off the ugconcealed hosulsty of
their aatural eneay?  Who csn make it o crime
in them 1o havo carried the war into the enemy'r
couslry, in order to otcapy hiz at homs, and pro-
vent hin {rons distant masthisauons?1 Who does
not show his partiality for these swata encmies of
Christendom, oF jedging of thair advetsacies, (tbe
Chrnishians) accordiog to the dictatee of an untrar
rautable scverity, not only when there 1s question
<f the mnat jos zeprieals, Lat of the muct indis.

sed. His poor and austero hife conferred oo him
a now degree of aothurity, o distributed among
tho poor the donations hie received ; lus food was
breud and water, but his uu-len;y was wu-houl
affeciation, and was accompanied by that judi
ciods piety which became a geaios of his order
Ho was soon fullowed by an innumerable multi-
tude. Godfrut de Hoollion, leader of tht wmost
important dividion of the crusaders. confided to
his direction the othor diviston. The warsiz=-
hermit put himself at thoir head; he wzs clothed
in a tonic of cloth, ks hyd no cinctete, his feet
were bare, and over his tapic ho wore tho loose
habit of & moak,and the shon cloakof a pilgtim.
He divided his army wto two parts, he gave the
first to Gauthier, s poor fcnlleman, sadled onthe
othor himself Tno solitary commarded 40,000
infentry and a sumerons troop of cavalry, bas this
undisciplioed mubitodo was defeated on severs!
occasiens by the Turks, aud the remsins of the
army, 3000 ‘in number, took refage in Constanti-
nople. Peter subsequenily united hin focces
with thoso of Goedfroi de Boailion and other cru.
sade chicfs Ho was present at thestego of An-
tioch, in 1037, and asthis was long protsacted, o
fiad time to roflect on his little success in the
government of an army. wheteas e had exper-
enced such extraordinary success in forming the
crusade; and he heaco concluded that ho had fal.
fllal the part which Providenco had marked our
for him, and that it would bo a delusion to retein
any longor the office of general. He resolved to
retire : but Tancrod, oresesing the eflect his de-
partare wouid have onthe crusaders, made him
swear never Lo abandon an enterprise be had been
the first to propose. _ Ife accordingly continued to
signalizo his zcal for the conquestof the Holy
Land, and pesformed prodigics st the siege of
Jerosalem, 10 1099. After tho capturo of this
city,the new Patriarch made him Vicsr General
whilo ho was abroad with Godfroj de Bovillon,
who went 1o meet tho soudan of Egypt, to give
him haitie, neatr Ascalon,  He died in the Abbey
of Neu Moutier, near Huy, which he himsslf had
fornded, H:s tumb, which was in a grotlo under
tho tow 'z, hes been in latter ‘years covered in,
when (80 church was undergeing repeirs, with-
out any procsutlon having been given 1o preserve
the scpulchiral stone that conizined the epitaph of
tbis illustrious man.  His body bad been previ-
ously trapeferred into the sacristy of the chuscb,
where it was presenied in a wooden urn. ¢ Soch
of our moderns,* says M.Moreau, ‘for whom cvery
religious enterprise ia 2n cbjnct of raillery, snd
thooe who have been moro steuck by tho disorders
of which the crusaders wero guilty in tho Fast,
than by tho sublimity and importancs of the ob-
ject that broaght them togotber, have represented
Peter the Hermitas an absurd enthusiast, who
obght to have bren confined in 3 mad-house.~
Tteee who zellect mors cooly, and who, befure
threy judge ofazuions. cndeavour to transport them-
selros 10 the times that produced thiem, have
beco furced to form quite a different opinion of
this cxttzordinary :en,  As {or my partl con-
tews thal hus geuius astenishes mue, end that his
courdgo sccans clusely allicd to that which wo
call horoic I see him pass from Jerusalem to
flame, and subsequently throuph Lisly, Fiance,
and Geraany, and nowhere does ha .ail to at'zin
tho object he hsd in visty, How groat mast have
been e clevation of ideas, the force of mn, io
which he clohed them ; the rapidity « £ his mo.
Lions, and the fire of his cxpressions! He had
noy, indeed, tbe taloats of a grnsral, and accord-
ingly, we do nt fiod that ho ever buckled ca 2
cuiraes,  Ho was nuilty of some jnpr dont ac-
tions ; that need ngh surprise us ; but whois there
that was no! equally calpable in thos distant
wars 7 But alous he cxcitod all Eutope; ho ga-
bered mghitudas azound bim; ha convinced, do-
termined, and hurried along with him Xinga with
their nobles and minirters; bo preduced in the
woeld an unexzzsiod~volution, At his voico ty.
3018 ‘cczsed o oppress theit country, and t e
watliko ardour that oould not ba rapressal, and
whith was the ccourgn of cnslaved and urhappy
Eutopo, was awayed hy him, and canied intw
Aris, wlose it wasemployed egana the onemies
of thir faith,~csurjers, wha, for filty yoars had
persecutod Mmen Whom out ancesters reparied as
brotbers.  Was it not beticr for the Chnstaus o,
«busoages 10 canlead with thess Asiatrc brigands.
wian, 24 was thon unlortunat-ly tho case, 10 im-
u3 g 3hicir hands 1n the hlood of fricnds and coun

peassblo deleace, atcording to alf the mazimy of

tz moa! Noj tuesoli 1y o. Awitns wasut a

and nlledging in oxpress tercis, the desires of

mad man; on the contrry he deserves a placo
among those who are justly colebrated.- ~Disconre
sur VAistorre de France. t. 12,

Maﬂu{ hns dopieted the choracter of Peisr tho
Hermit In the lsckest colors, in hie Enprit des
cftsades—* The epirit o the crusades j —whiah,
howevor, containa the apinit of 1ts uathor, rather
than that of these celeliated oxpeditions, an?
which, under the appearance of great erudition,
18 nothiog more than & culb cuion of fuleo docls.
matiuns, erroncous judgments, und mal.guant ca.
lumnies, sgainst wany illustricus characlers, —
M Michaud hae much more truly and honorably
sketched the character of Poter the Hermis, in
hie Historre des crusades.’— Feller Dictiomaire
Historsque  Paris, 1833.—~Cutholic Herald,
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NOTICE.

Iris confidently hoped that the following
Reverend gentiemen will act as zeslous
agents forthe Catholic paper, and do
ull in their power amoug their people
to prevent us being a futlure, 1o our
final shame and the trumph of cur
enemies.
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Rev. Me Vorvais, Amberstdurgh
s Mr.McGivnoy, Guetph
Mr. Charess, Penctanguithehe
Mr Proulx, do,
J. P O*'Dwayer, London.
Mr. O'Flinv, Szndicich.
Morin, da,
Hichaol blacDonell, [Maidstown,] Londen
Alez. 3. MecDonell, Oakoslle,
Me. Mills, Dundes.
E. Gordon, Nisgara.
Mz, 0. Roilly, Gore of Toronto,
W. Patk. McDonagh, Turvato.
Mr. Quinlan, New Aarket.
Mr. Futzpatrick.
Mz, Kernan, Cobourg.
Mz. Batler, Peterbusgh.
Me. Lalles, Picton,
M. Breanan, Bellevills.
J. Smith, Rickmond,
P. Dollerd, Kingston.
Very Rev.Angus MecDoxell, do.
Rev. Angus MacDonald, de.
Riglt Rev. Bishop Goulin, dv.
Rev. Mr Butke, do.
Rov. Mr. Snyder, Wilmot, noss Waterhso,
# Mir. Roilly, Brockeslic,
J. Clatko, Prescuts,
J. Rennet, Gormall.
John Cannon, Bytswn.
J. H McDonagh, Perik.
G. Huy, [St. Andrew’s] Glengarry.
Jobn Machonald, {St. Rephael,] do.
Joha MacDenald, { Alexondris,)de.
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Durtrict vr Qozsec.
Rt. Rev. Jostrnt 8taxer, Brelop of Quebes.
MM.Th. Maguire, Vic. Gen.
3. Demers, Sup. Seminary of Qusdss.
A. Parant,
Z. Charest, Curate of St Raecha.
L. T Bedard, General Hiapital,
L. J. Desjardins, Hotel Disu.
T. Maguire, Ursulines.
P. McMashon, St. Patrick.
H. Paisley, St. Catkarsnes.

Dustuicr or Turzs Rivzss,

M. T. Conke, Curate of Three Riosrs.
J. B. McXalivus, Sherbrooke.
Diocese oF MONTREAL.
MM. J. Roque, Vicar Gereral,
J. Quiblier, Sup. Sem. Montreal
J3R«chards, de.
P. O'Connell, Vicar, Montreal.
3 A.Bayle, College of Nontreal.
J. C Ptinco, College of St. Hyssinthe.
P. M Migasult, Ssp. QL of Chembly.
3.F. Gagaos, Berthser.
J.R Pare, S1.Jacgues,
M. Blanchet., Gedars.
J. B, Kelly, Sorel,
E. Crevier, St. Hyocintke

Bidap Fraser, Nova Seofia
Dt B Purccll, Bixbep of Craciznatii, Obio
Buhap Fenwick, fosten,

By Keotick, Philedelphia,



