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110W PERSIMINMONS GOT IS DIVIDEND.

13Y THE REV. E. A. STAFFOIRD, D.D., L11.D.

I.

PERsiwoNs 'vas a mnember of the church on one of my circuits.
It makes no difference wvhere or when; indeed, hisereal naine was
Smith, but I eall him Persimmons, .so that nobody eau gucss who
lie wvas, or whierà hie lived, and in telling the story I shall mis-
place some events, and instead of whNat octurred at one time and
place, I shall supply a similar circumstance from another period
:and locality, for I don't 'vaut any oue to go to, him or any of bis
i'amily and say that I have told on him.

Nowv, this necessary explanation off my hauds, I must say that
Persimmons wvas a very valua bic and useful member of the
-church. Hie served in the capacity of trustee and steward, and
'ie had no superior lu that region in either of these important
offices. Hie was wealthy and prospeî'ous, and supported every de-
partmnent of the church's wvork -%vith reasouable liberality. Indeed,
considering wh-Iat men's ideas of duty in this respect generally
.are, and comparing Iimiself -%vith others, Persinons thought
hiniseif really munificent. I thought lis exaxuple worthy of
imitation, becatuse, in addition to giving mioney, lie attended class-
meeting, and was thoroughly respectable and reputable-a sort
ýof pillai' in the dhurci and lu the community as wnell.

'We buiît a new churchin the village, and our faitli led us to
plan great things. No denomnination iu ahl the country round
atbout had a church worth from fifteeu to twveuty thousaud dollars,
yet our new church wvas to cost as much as this. And Persiînmons
led off the subscription list wvith a cheerful thousand dollars.

Now, I don't blame him if, like most people who find them-
selves in a nitjority, or do a ha.ndsome thing lu -a minority, lie
felt a hittie exaltation fromn self.righiteousness as he thiouglit of
bis liberal promise, and the inevitable surprise and admiration
sure to be cx-,,pressed by those of less influence aud importance
than himself. It wvas only human that he should feel so.

And he was flot wholly to blame when he entered on the debtor
:side of bis beart's ledger a very indefluiite dlaim agaiust God.
Why should, he not regard the Lord as lu bis debt? And, seeing,
as every one knowvs, God never strikes an exact balance whvleu Be
pays a debt, but, regardless of all accounts, Hie just pours out
bouutifully and withiout stint, as- thougli He eau neyer give


