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life as a grouind of acceptance witli i-im-hie will neyer experhec the joy and
comnfort, and peace, wliich arc the immediate ani abicling resuits of that act
by whicii God justifies the sinner, and so places Miîn la a position to receive ail
the other benefits and blessings of tlue Saviour's death purchase.

There eau bo no doubt that the sinner is the objeet of the :Divine dispicasuiro,
and that lie is so, even wlien by lus own persevering effort lie lias accomplished
ail external. reformation. The Almiglity may indeed, as we have remarked,'compiacently regard lais present conduct-nay, he znay notify to hM in a mul.
titude of ways thbat Hie approves of ail tliat is donc; but at the samo time, and
apart tYonu this, lie is the object of uis dispiensure. There is nothing paradoxi-
cal liere-nothingy ini the one statement wlîicli may confiiet wvith. the other;
because chiangced thougli the maan bc, virtuous, and outwardly correct, bis Ileari
is iloi cltanged, bis guilt is not cancelled, and consequentiy lie is still a sinner
before God. It is in tliis sense, thon, that the self.mcide convcrt nîust ever ho
aIn 0bjeet of the Divine dispicasure. Vice and guilz, in whatover înodified forms
they a1ppeal' to us, miust ever be reptilsive to God. Il11e cannot look uipon sin
'but with abhorrence " and aversion. \Ve cannot dIo better tlîan close tlîis paper
in the wvords of the eelebi'ated Adai Sîiiit. In lus Theory of Moral Seniti-
ments, lie remnarks ini connection wvitli this subject :"I If we consuit our îîatural
sentiments, we are apt to féar lest before the lioliness of Cxod we should appear
to hc more wortiiy of punislîment tlîan tlit weakness and imperfection of hutman
nature cani ever seemi to be of reward. Man, wvhen about to aJ>pear before a
Being. ofiniifinite perfection, an feel but littie confidence ini bis owni nit, or in
the imperfeet propriety of bis ovii conduet. In the presence of luis feliow-
creatures lie may often justly elevate bimself, and inay often have reason to
think highly of lus own character aîîd conduct compared to the stili geater
imperfection of theirs. But tue case is quite diffeicut ivlien about to appear
before lus infiîîite Créator. To such a beiîug lue eau scarce iniagîsuie thiat, bis
iittleness and %veakness sluou!d ever semn to be tlc proper object either of esteem
or of reward. But lie eau e;usily concive how the nuînberless violations of
duty, of iiiciî lie bas beeu guiity, siul. render liiim the objeet of aversion and
punishinent *nitiiter ean lie sec arîy reason w hy the divine indignation sbould
not be let loose, witluout any restraint, upon so vile an inseet as lie is sensible
that hie liniseif must appear te be. If lie would stili hope for happiness lie is
conscions tliat lie cannlot demnaid it from justice, but that lie must entreat it
frorn the iniercy of God. Repentance, sorrowv, humiliation, contrition at the
thouiglîtý of his past conduct, are, upon this account, the sentiments ivhich be-
cornie Il in], and seemn to be the only means wbich hoelias left for appeasing that
wratiî which lie k-nows hie bas justly provoked. Hie even distrusts the efficacy
of ail these, and naturally fears lest the wisdoin of God sliouid not, like tbe
weakness of mnan, be prevailed upon te spare tue crime by the mest importunate
lamentations of the criminal. Some other intercession, some other sacrifice,
some ether atonemnent, hie imagrines, must ho macle for him bevond what lie
himself is capable of making, before the purity of the Divine justice can ho re-
conciled to bis manifest efl'nces.

IlThe doctrines of revelation coincide la every respect with those original
anticipations of nature; and as tliey teacli us liow little we can depend upon
the imperfection of our own virtue, se tlîey show us, at the sanie time, that the
most powerfui intercession lias been made, and the mest dreadfui atonement bas
been paid for our manifold transgressions and iniquities." D .P


