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ANNUAL ELECTIONS,

The time is at hand when many of
the Lodges, Chsapters, &o., will be
ealled npon to select suitable brethren
to fill the principal offices for the en-
suing vear.

The value and importance of the
ancient and truly democratic annual
election to Masonic office, cannot be
ovorrated by the orafl, and each
brother is under the most solemn
obligations so to cast his vote as to
reward troe merit, and as he con-
solentiously believes will be for the
promotion of tho best interests of the
lodge, the chapter, &ec., and of the
Order, apart from all other consider-
ations,

‘We ars sufficiently old-fashioned to
believe that he who knowingly does
otherwise, is verily guilty of great
wrong doing and merits condign
punishment. He who in any degree,
imports into Freemasonry. the base
methods of the politieian, is wholly
unworthy of membership in the Order,
wnd the sconer the place that once
know him therein, shall know him no
more, the better it will bs.

Those who are elected to the Xast,
or to other important offices, should
not only be brethren of unusual
merit, but they should be kanown to
be thoroughly up in their “worlk,” or
give certain promise that they will,
without fail, forthwith become so.
They should also be well versed in
the Constitution of the Grand Liodge,
and thoroughly acquainted with the
By-laws of their own Lodge, cr Chap-
ter, &c., as the ease may be.

They who affect to belittle perfect-
ness in ritualism, know little of what
they speak. All officers of Masonic
Bodies, should aim at the greatest
posgible perfection in ritual and all
ceremonial obgervances., ;Matter and
manner should always, however, be
happily blended and combined. Vox
ot praeterea nikil, a voice and n:.thing
more, is indeed an empty and un-
availing sound, but words having
body, sonl and spirit, when tittingly
expressed, are like apples of gold in
plotures of silver;—and above all in
Masonic work, let it ever be remem-
bered thaf it is the spirit,—the traly
fraternal spirit, which giveth life.
Neither should it be forgotten, that
in alarge and comprehensive sense,—
manner makes the man; the master.
It is also largely true that as is $he
Master such generally will be the
lodge. Liet the best possivle mater-
ial be placed in the East, West and
South,—well and traly representing
the pillars of wisdom, strength and
beauty!  Craftsmen, faithfully do
your whole duty at the forthcoming
annnal elections.

Masonry v Mex100.—There are six
distinet Grand Bodies of Masons in
the Republic of Megico. Three are
working according to the Scotch Rite
and their transactions are in Spanish;
one in the German tongue under a
warrant from the Grand Lodge of
Hambarg; another transacts its busi-
ness, etc., in French ander & warrant
from the Grand Orient of France;
that in Bnglish is under a warran$
from the Grand Liodge of Missouri,
United States of America. The old-
est Masonic organization is called
«“the Supreme Grand Qrient of Mexi-
¢0.” This Supreme Grand Body has
Lodges in every Stafe in the Repub-
lic.—Ez.



