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language, and reading, in order to sec in what they are alike, and
in what they differ. The arrangemiienit of words iln sentences, that
is the idions, are preciscly alike. 'le thougit in% the mind, "ained
either froi hcarinig language or reading, is identical. Tho only dif.
ferenco lies, then in the fact, that in one case the word is spoken,
and in the other it is written or printedi. I ami1s sure you have said,
as I havo given imy definition, that reading is the oral expression of
thouglit. That is oral reading. But you will se at once tiat wve
may get tliouglt-naid by far tue greater part of reading is confined
to this process-and not give it to others by meaas of the voice.
If we comipreliend oral reading in our definition, m e should saytthat
reading is the getting and giving of hoauglt by niaeans of words ar-
ranlged in senteces.

Not less in imtîportanceta> the definition of reading, is the thorougi
knowledge of the preparation a child las maade for learninag to rend,
how le las miade it, and exactly what is to bu done lin learsing to
rend. This inay be brietly stated thus : Fint, a child lias acquired
ideas fron the external world by means oif his senses. Second. he
kisnios the ideas in ticir relations, that ia, le las tiiouaglats. Third,
the child lias associated spoken % ords with these idens. Fourth,
lie lias associated idions or forms of senteces with lis thoughts.
Fifth, lie lias learned to itter these words and idioms in order to
express lis thousglts. This is a brief sunnnary of the process of
learning tu talk. low lae has done this will be discussed in an-
other place. Exactly what the child has to do in order to learn to
rend maay be clearly stated ilits : The ideasq that lie lias associated
with spolcei wçords are to be associated w iii written ->r printed
words. If I ami not iistaken. this is the suim and ist bstanco of
learning to rend.

Oral rending imay bc farther defiiied as tihe vocal expression of
thought tiant is.gaained by written or printed words. A child las
silre.tdy luarnied tu express thouagit or.dly, by sieans of tive or six
years' c.miniîuail practice. The eitplasiî, intllection, and ineloady of
nust clildrei', vo.ces caU rarely be iaproved. The child shouild be
trained in l, new way, thnil, of expressinsg thougit in oral reading.
Unifortunately the beaity aid strength of what the child hasalready
gaiied is eitirely igiored, and a niew aid very painful proceas of
ond expressiain iniitiated. Wliat is the use of oral readinag 1 Talk-
ing enablies us to see the thouiglt in the child's iind ; oral reading.
to the teacher has it> other use. Oral readiig, then, eiiables the
tuacher to know whether the thought is im the child'a m d iiin its
fulness, strength and inîteisrity. If, liowever, the long preparation
of the child in talking is overlookcd, anid a iew aid stunbliig pro-
cess of siowly pronounacing words is begun, the indispensable fune-
tien of oral reading is enîtirely destroyed. The thoughitar t may or miay
not be in the child's ind. his half- raing utterances iever re-
veal the fact.

What is the ue of reading î We return to oir definition : read
ing is getting thogliht by mîeanis of written or printed words ar-
ranged in sentences. Comnprehensively stated, reading opens to
the mind ail the learning and erudition of the pait. To the teacher,
however, it is of the utnost imnpurtance, for reading in thinking,
and thinking i the miid's mode of action ; and ail mental de'
velopment is rightly directed toward action. Study if text booka,
then, if it differ from reading, the différence mnay be found simply
and solely in intensity. In study the thought gained mray be clearer
and more comnplete than in mere readingj. You ca a judgZe for your-
seIves then, fellow teatciers, of what iihiniense il: portance it is for
the little child to fori correct habits of se ding ; and youn know by
experience how casily incorrect habite iuay be cultivated, habits
that will dihearten a child in his attemspts to read, and malie worda,
instead of boing clear mediuns of getting thought, actual barriers
to the truth they wreo intended to coivey.
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The child at live years of age lias acquired ideas in their relations,
lais associated psoken words with these ideas, and idiomss with the
tiouîgits air related ideas. The process of learninig to read, then,
inuist consist of lesariiiig to isso the written and prinated word pre-
cisely as'he has used the spoken words. Learning to read in leari-
ing a vocabulary of written and printed wvords, so that the child
mnay get thought through tlai eyo as he hais done througli the car.
1t in sa atter of great interest to the tencher of little onles tu know
just low the child acquires the spokein iwords. The process is a
% ery siiaple onie ; ai object is presented and the word spoken. That
is, the idea prodaced by the object and the spoken word aire assoc-
iated ini oneact of the mind, which we call an net of association.
We ail know that only by means of a imysteriois iamental law, called
the law of association, are wre enabled to recollect anything. Words
are used uider this law to recall ideas. The word recails an idea
after a certain nuiber of repetitions of these aets of association. In
the tsie way related ideas are associated with idionima or sentence
forns.

Every act of the nind is affected by sonme stimiulus or mental e-
citeient coiniag cither froi without or within the mîind. As a
rule, the greater the stiiulus the more effective the act. The little
child, for instance, secs an elephant for the first timîe. The siglt
if thu huge, strnge beast stimulates the iental actioni of the child
to ai iiiwonted degree. Thae perpetual question of the little one,

What is that ?'' comaes to lis lipswith great fervor. Tire antswer,
The clephant, any child," will bu likely to remaain in his mind

forever. The spoken word, tien, is acquired ly repeated acts of
association. The nuimber of these acts iecessrily depends in a great
degree upon the stiiulus of each act. For instance, the greater
tihe stiiulus the less the naumiber of nets of association required,
anid rice rers«. What ve have said of words many also be applied to
the Iearning of idiois.

Now, the question is, in learning the niew nieans of recalling
ideas by icais of the written wordls, ba -. id therc be the slightest
change in the general niethod ? A -word is used sinply and solely
to recall an idea. It has no other use. It can be learned only by
association with the idea recalled ; and tlie sole queation for the
teacher is, to know how best ta associate words with ideas. 1 think

Ve caa lay down this one rule as fundamental : in ail the teaching
and the study of the art of tcaching little children to read, that
that which naids directly in acts of association of words with their
appropriate ideas, aids the child in learnisag to rend, and any other
mctlhoîd, detail of nethod or dcvice that does not aid the mnind in
thàese cts, hinders the child in learning to rend. To this one rule,
then, ail our discussion of the art of tcaching reading iust return.
Everytdhing miust be reconciled with this or it is wroig.

The firet question, then, is, What is the best way of brinb:n.0
abont thie acts of association with the best possible stinulus ? It is
plain coînmon.senie to coitiie the iîethod that lias udevelopel a
fixed and powerful habit of learninsg new words, naniely, the pres
enltation of objects as the highest and best stimulus to acts of as-

sociation. This is strikingly truc in teaching the firat few words.

The iritten or printed word is a niew, strange Object. It repels
rather than attracts. No stirulus, then, can be found in tha
strange hieroglyphics that look nore mnysterious to the child than
iebrew or Sanscrit do ta us. Tide the child over lis firsat diffical-
ties by uisg the active energy of a fixud habit. Siiprly repent that

which has been repeated thossands of times, prusenît the object (a
favorite ona of the child's), and say the word, not with the lips but

with the chalk. The child'a coisciousncls is filled wth isiterest for

the object, leaving just rorlr enough for the new fori to find a


