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was found the quantity of land within the tropics in north
and fouth latitude was. nearlfr"eqna‘l ; hence it occurred to
me, that not only the gagraphical, but even the philofo-
phical défcription might be had aearly true, by a new pro--
jection of the globe, in which at once the:comparative
quartity of land in tHe two hemifpheres thould appear ;
at the fame time that-all the known countries thould
maiatain their reciprocal fituations, fize, and’ figure.
This was by defcribisg the globe in three—parts inflead
of two, as had been bitherto attempted. As the polar. pro-
Jection is for all g"cogx:;phfca"l' bﬁ}pofes_ fnﬂicigpfly true,
- from the pole to 30 deg. of latitude, two circles ‘contain,

- on a polar projeQion, the parts of the north and fouth he-

- mifpheres from the poles to 30 deg. And as'the plain chart
is alfo near enough the truth from the equator to 30 deg.
‘the tropical regions exteading:fram ‘the equino&ial "to
30 deg. on each fide of the line, are defcribed on a flip,
the length whereof is equal to the circumference of the

- polar part. o L

The Hiftorical Collétion is almoft entirely a Jiteral tranf-
lation, which was preferred to a more. polithed ftile, left
any deviation from the expreffion of the original thould
intfoduce ambiguity, 6r render the authenticity fufpected.

~ Where the meaning appeared doubtful, or not emphati-

- cally exprefled, the original paflage is generally inferted at v
the bottom of the page. | : ‘ -
~ 'This plan of giving a /iteral tranflation, was, at leafl,” .

"as difagreeable to me in writing, as it will be to the reader
in his perufal: I am not infenfible that the undrefs and

" uncouth found of a kteral tranflation is enough tofrighten
a/l readers except the very frw who rtake up a book: merely :
for informatiorr; but it was to thefe few [ have devoted my -~

' “ labours ;
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