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CHAPTER XXVIIL

Theé countess’s hand closed sharply
10n the bracelet which she had taken,
and a look came into her face which
almost startled Madge.~It seemed to
her as if the expression of pride and
; hauteur had given place for an in-
t to one akin to fear.
“You found it at—Mrs, Hooper's!”
{ she said, slowly, and with her gray
' eyes fixed upon Madge with a kind of
| keen scrutiny, “When?”
_"This morning,” replied Madge.
{ “Irene and I went‘ there, and Irene
saw the bracelet lying on the floor.”
! The courftess turned the bracelet over
ifi-her hand as if shé were examining
' it, and Madge went on: “Mrs. Hoop-
' er thought that you must have drop-
| ped it when you were there the other
' day,” she said. As she spoke the
§words, gshe flushed, for she wondered
| whether the countess would " correct
; her and say, “Not the other day, . but
hlt night.”

“Mhe countess looked up at her
lfhdﬂy T | g‘

“IVmust have done 80,” she said,
31t s of no consequence . Did you--
dldyon stay long 4t Mfs. H

| As she asked the question, she put the
| bfacelet round her wrist, but in at-
| t.ﬁnptinr o fasten dpshe-let it tell..
.mc 1t w. 3 '
t mU put” it on fo'rm madune,
;qhe said, naturally enough. The
gountess held out hér arm, and Madge
snapped the bracelet on. She felt
the hand tremble, ‘and she feared that
. she might have hurt theé soft, white
skin, “Have I dome it properly,
madame?’ she said, gently.

The Countess nodded.

There was a moment’s silence, and
Madge was moving away, when the
Countess stopped her with a gesture.

“Have you all that you want—in
your room, I mean? she sald, a trifle
less coldly than before,

“Oh, yes, indeed!” replied Madge,
quickly. “More than I want. I have
not thanked your ladyship belore, be-
cause——" She paused.

“Because what?”’ salq the countess
‘ without raising her eyes.

“Because I was afraid of troubling
you,” said Madge; her sweet vojce very
low.

“You were afraid of me, is not that
so,” said the countess.

‘Mddge remained silent.

“poor girl! .1 pity you!” said the
countess, but. with very little pity in
her voice. |

Madge’s eyes filled wifh tears.

«yes, 1 pity you” repeated the
countess. “But you have no need to
be afraid of me, ‘What - is done can
not be undone.” :

{tion in her eyes,

The ‘Counitess looked" np' at her cur-
fously. There was another pause and
Madge was again about to move away
whien the countess said: (

“Did -my. son l\)uy you any jewelry
when he was in London?”

“No madame,” réplied Matge, sur-
prised. "“Why should he? I did not
want any; besides——" She stopped.

“You were going to say he had mo
money,” said the countess. “I notic-
ed last night that you wore no orna-
ments. Oome with me.”

Almost to surprised to be frighten-
ed, Madge followed her out of the
room and up the staircase, and into
the countees’s own room.

“8it down,” she said, pointing to a
chair, Madge obeyed, and the count-
ess, unlocking a cabinet, took a leath-
er-covered box from- it, and raising
the 1id, took out several articles of
jewelry and laid them on the table.

Madge: looked on.. as “chains, and/|

pendants, and diamond liaras, and
sparkling rings, and ‘heavy bracelets

‘formed & glittering heap.

““Now,” sald the countess, “choose'

what you please.”

Madge got up and stood befors the
thipgs, = yam' flush -on her face, her
eyes glowing with ginlish admiration,
and .the connuu,\wﬂh hmowered
Yids, watched Ndhs MM:? *‘w
of the things up and looked at them.
Then she put them down and drew
back.

“ wwelI? Hald the countess. “Is there
afything there you Hke™

Madge, with. all the color
from her face, shook her head.

“They are too beautifal, madams,”
she . said—"too beeutl!u.l and unsuit-
able.” X

The countess looked at her cur-
fously,

“Afe you not fond of jewelry?” she
asked. “I thought that gyps~" B8he
stopped, but Madge raized her eyes
and looked at her steadily.

“That we gypeies were fond - of
bright and glittering ornments? So
we are, madame, and I like them well
enough. But these are too grand aad
too costly, Besides—" She paused:

"Wel}?" said the countess. ;

“Why do you offer to give me some
of these things? said Madge, gather-
ing courage as she proceeded.

| “Becanse you have none of your
own, and you are—my son's wife, The
absence of jeWelry would cause re-
mark, Do you not understand?

‘' Madge gighed. ¢

“Yes,” she sald: “T dnderstand.”
She glanced at the jewels indifferent-
ly; and with no longer any admira-
“I will take any
you like, madams” &he sald. “But
please choose the plainest and.least
costly 3

The egmseee looked. at  her: downs.
cast facé with incréased cufiosity.

faded

.with surprise.

"!oum.meuem"-u
coldly, end:mwﬁﬁen underc

{ toties. "Mman i nlr

/wonld have: accepted the things and
cared little why théy were given”

“Wonld they?' sald Madge, si!n)l? £

and sadly. il am  not like that,
madame;” and she turned away.

“Stop, plesse!” sald the countess.
She took up a diamond tiara, “Take
this. You must wear diamonds 'at
the ball, wear this”

Madge took the costly gems in her
hand,

“I do not know where to wear it-—
how to put it on, ‘madame,” she sald,
with a kind of 'proud humility that
became her as Well as any diamonds
could do.

“Comé hete” Baid the countess:
“Wind you hair in & coil higher than
you have it now”

Madge hesitated a moment then
she obeyed, ,

The countéss watched her with'a
reluctant admiration, ;

“Irene f8 right” she sald. “You
have beautiful hair.” /

Madge ilooked straight before her,
and made no response; and when
the thick waves were twined in the
proper coil, thé -countess - fixed - the
tiara in its _ place, It flashed and
eurtled against the soft raven hair

1ike 8o many fire-fies, and the count- |.

esn’s eyes eeeped to melt beneath
the vision. of loveliness; but Madge
remained-¢old and ‘impassive, -
“Do-you not admire -them? asked
the countess, evidently astonished at

;her immovability.

“They are very beautiful, madame,”
sald Madge, laconically. '

'ﬂmmm took up a4 chain with
a pendant of brilliants matching tge
wreath alnd put it ronnd Mme'l
neck, € A\ oe‘

“It 18 ohly mr face shet is brown;”
she sald. “Your skin Is a¢ white at
mine.”

Madge smiled sadly, Evidently the
countees expected her to have the
hide of & negress: -

"Now take these rings,” she sald,
“Ohoose which you think will go bnt
with the other ‘Drnaments.”

She watched Madge oclosely, with

a proud, half-<but onl{ half—con-
temptuous cnrioslty

Madge took the rings indifferently,
and selected one Bet with pearls and
brilliants,

_ “You are tight” said the Gountess,
have chosen the rubles, They have
more color in them.”

Madgs made no response, and the
countess placed the ring with the
ruby and one or two others aside.

«p-will give you thess, and some
plainer ornaments to wear on ordi-
nary occasions,” she sald. - As #he
spoke, she went to a drawer {n the
‘bureat and took out some jewelry of
a'more Simple deseription, and plac-
od them with those which Madge had

‘taken off. “There” she said, “take

thém to your room. They are valu-
able, 80 io not leave - them about.
mnmmnmutowtthmmr’
"My large box.”-said Madge.

“That is too big, xwmgmm
mmmﬂm o %

mmtwuehmhdmnd
took out a_ morooco-tovered jewel-
m uuﬁeﬂl:heaeon'e
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lines. tOr the great man had a pro- me is worth remembering and what
F orgettlnx “ l» F me | digions ‘memiory ‘Whiléh He was very should be forgotten.
forid of exercising’’in conversation., Lord Birkenhéad gave a useful lead
The art of !ommng, though few Macaulay, too, Half ‘80 eXact a retol- | in this direstion not long ago, when
people realize it, is ‘quite as useful lection of everythtng he ever read thl.tlhe confessed that he would be quit
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Mon they wefe“issued in  volume | should the Archbishop of Canterbury
bled to yerify Bi8 pe required to- qualify again for or-| i
: y dination he would be lgnonmloully at
"mhed ”» al
. Thi& “only means, of course, that !
thm two eminent men have tofmn
‘most of the useless knowledge with'
‘Fwhich they were crammed when th
faced the etariiners,’ and’ have ex-
] chenmtttoreonmrem
o f - Most ot the learning that we .
qnﬂ'e hboﬂm]r at gols |
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