NEWS BY THE ENGLISH MAIL

PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

the Maldkhoff Tower ,and this exception
w to the over care of the Russians,
who, in their anxiety to strengthen the
Maakhoff, had built its works in three tiers,
the lone rising above the other, whereas the

Redans were constructed with only one|W

tier of guns. The consequence of this was,
that when the French swarmed on to the
first tier of the Mulakhoff, the second tier
saved them from being hurt by the fire of
the works in the rear of the Tower; and,
in like manner, when they attained the
second tier, the third saved them in its turn.
Consequently tl ds of men thronged
its ramparts, protected from the Russian
fire. 'lqo combat raged on the flanks,
where the enemy could only attack them
with his musketry, and their own rifles and
brilliant impetuosity were two much for
him. Under the protection of a galling
fire from the French, their sappers slipped
round the work, threw up an entrenchment
and thus, effectually covered on all points,
the whole work was theirs. Here, then,
to brave men, success was as natural as
their own enthusiastic courage, but alas!
;cl other points courage availed not.

llant assailants of the Redan and of
the Central Bastion no sooner had carried
these works, as they did triumphantly, than
they found themselves to a terrific
close fire of grape, which rendered life
impossible. The forts, built in one exposed
tier, were o to the full range of the
second line of earthworks, and in vain our
chivalrous Allies, tried to hold their posi-
tion. They would not retreat, but were
swept away by the pitiless storm of grape.
The tenacity_of our struggle may be easily
conceived when it is know that in carrying,
and in endeavouring to hold, that one
Redan, our loss amouuted to two thousand

FIFTEEN THOUSAND KILLED AND WOUNDED,

It is scarcely possible to hear so terrible an’

ouncement without askiong, as if one had
never asked before,—Is it possible that
anything can justify so terrible a sacrifice?|
e are fortified against the misgivings
thought of these lamentable losses and;
sufferings. No price is to great for honour.

that weak nature may suggest at the i

department in a cotton factory in St. Petersburg.
He has only left the Russian eapital during the
last fow weeks, and the insight which be gives
into the condition of the people of that country at

just achieved, with the view of *‘ crumpling up"
the most odious despotism in Europe.

The social condition of the Russian empire, as
revealed by this authority, although bearing more
Jiately on the prod of cotton, is a me.
lancholy record of the enslaved and debased habite
of the people, and it proves that all hopes of

This is felt not merely as a publi i !
ation, but still more ({ee ly and Yenderly as!
the precious balm of private sorrow. We
will venture to sav, that there is not one
parent, one brother, one child of an age to
appreciate honour—we could almost add,
one wife who would wish her husband had
not been there, or that Engand had not
bearded the aggressor in his stronghold.
If anybody doubts this, let him readover
the names, most of them already honoura-
ele, some of them noble, and he will find,
one by one, that he cannot doubt, how such
and such a family wi | bear to have paid its
dear tribute to the cause of our country, of
liberty, and of honour. But, apart from
reflections that would have occurred, even
if the assault of September 8 had failed as
much as that of June 18, it must be a com-
fort to evervbody to know, that the price
has been puid fora substantial advantage.
Instead of that horrible struggle in the
trenches, all but hand to hand, in which
latterly the British army had been losing
filty a day killed and wounded, besides the

ing this state of thinge cannot be looked
for while the Czars pursue the policy which they
have done for so many generations. The hands
employed in the cotton mills are for the most part
** free serfs,”’—men who pay a considerable por-
tion of their earnings to their owners, and who
live on the remainder more like cattle than human
beings. These * free séxfs '’ are liable 10 be
called away at any by their or
the Government, and the drain of men caused by
the war has d the f 1o every
ivable inconveni “ In this way,’’ says
the returned Eaglishman, ** the sapply of mil)
hands has of late been short of the demand; and
though some reliel has been obtained by small
manufacturers, the evil is increasing, and may
ere long almost extinguish the cotion manufacture
in Russia, ut least for the remainder of the war.”
But in point of fact the same results are seenm in
every other branch of trade and produection; the
nobles are impoverished and discontented ; the
serfs are hard-worked and helpless ; and the very
framework of society appears to be on the point of

victims of disease, and in which it is said
our allies lost several hundreds daily, we
have now gained the prize of a twelve-
month’s contention, and put the harbour
between us and our foe, so that we can now
rest awhile. This advantage we have ob-
tained at a cost which, territle as it may
seem, is little more than a month’s consump-

men. Our Allies, and we ourselves had,
therefore, to retire from these points; but
the Malakhoff was in the hands of the
French, and that was everything.
proof of that is in the result. The ians
set to work, at once, to burn and destroy.

PRINCE GORTSCHAKOFF'S DESPATCH.
10 ar Nwnr.—The garrison of Sebasto
after -

- uhb lr:‘(f-:' er)
repalsed six assaults, but could not drive the
Bastion (the Mala-
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The | from Kalatima

tionof men. Sebastopol is now ours, though
;0 many who have won it for us, and have
fought their way to its walls step by step,
y to the bloody rampart
of the Redan, have not survived to enjoy,
or even to know, what they have given us.
Nor is Sebastopol so eatirely destroyed, as
the Russians intended. It has now been
!traversed by his conquerors, and found to
be something' more than a heap of blood-
stained ruins. The establishments and
luquiou, the cannon, the stores of

|jectiles, and other rmvhionl of war, while
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liapsing. The mighty fraud called the Russian
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of rather better quality, for which they have 5
name which, literally rendered, is bitter-swee,
bread.”

This is a borrid picture of human wretchedness,
and if we compare the state of the slayes in the
Southern portions of the United States with thoge
of Russia, the comparison is decidedly in favour of
the former. The American planter fevds his sable
property on good and whoelesome food, and the
labour which he exacts from the African is luxury
itself compared with that which the Russian ig
compelled to perform from five in the morning
uotil eight at night. Living a life so intensely
miserable, the unhappy ereatures find conselation
in the constant use of ardent spirits, and while
the Russian population are gst the p

and most degraded in the world, they are at the
same time the most intemperate. * Their fa-
vourite liquor, when they can get it, is a fiery
raw spirit made from grain, and resembling staff
i iled in England as illicit whiskey.
They live in lodging-houses like barracks. All
dine in common, and as they eat chiefly with
wooden spoons and their fingers, no plates, knives,
and forks, or other little equipage are needed.
At pight, as many persons as a room will held,
all squat down on the floor, wrapped in their
sheepskine, and oo take their rest.”

The success in arms of an empire whose sons
exist in this barbaric manner, where all moral
development is extinet, where liberty is unknown,
and brute foree is the only power recognised by
the state, would be the curse of mankind,—the

liberties of Europe and the extinetion of nativnali-
ties, is thus brought to the very verge of dissolu-
tion in the second year of the war. The time is
favourable for imposing fetters on the foe which
will bind him 10 keep the peace fur many years to
come, and thejsligh flection will dem »
that while the Western Powers have suffered
comparatively little injury by the war— while the
arts of peace and the productive powers of Eng-
land and France have gone on with little or no
interruption,— Russia at the present time is in the
agonies of despair, and canwot even provide the
material of war for her armies. However painful
it may be to contemplate human suffering as it
now exists in the dominions of the Northern Au-
tocrat, yet it iy pleasant 10 veflect that hia insati-
able ambition bas brought down upon him this
retributive justice, and human rights are vindica-
ted by the perils of his position. If barbarity is

they swell the va and b of the
::in, prove also, that it was not mere ex-
ugtion that drove the Russians across the
haybour. They prove also how the
would-be conqueror of the East had been
m tor the execution of his hT-
i scheme, and how correctly he

i its difficulties. What, however,
peyond a doubt the importance of|

this achievement is the vastness, the inge-
i of the inner

Russian must have been th bly beaten
to give up without a le the result of|
so much labour and skill

khoff] cally, than the great majority of the’ same class.

, civilization is inly power, and

sanihilation of everything for which men desire to
live ; and the trivmph before Sebastopol is the
gteater because it will have the effect of
the claws of the monsier that would subjugate
ighboring nations to this degraded dard, and
d lise God’s w0 the level of the
brute creation. There are amongst us those whe
sympathise with Russia, who think that the war
is unjust, that we were not justified in entering
into it, and that Englard’s policy ought 10 restrain
her from taking part in other people’s quarrels.
But the aggressivns of Russia are in the ratio
of her barbarism. The growth of her power
had the freedom of Europe, and if she
had not been arresied in her attempts at conquest
and annexation, the time would aesuredly come
when resistance would be vain. The dissolution
of the Russian empire would be the enfrabchise-
ment of Northern Furepe.
-—

Puvsicar Ervecrs or o BoumsaRDmext.—A

Russia, notwithstanding * ber

and her sixty millions 6f inhabitants, is the weak-
est as well ss the worst-governed country in
Europe.

The inner life of the * free serfe’* who lsbour
in the eotien factories of Russia is well brought
out in the article which we have quoted. We
knew previously, that the Russian serfs ae a body
were addicted 1o theft and drunkenness; but our
belief previously was, that the labourers in these
establishments stood bhigher, morally and physi-

It is not so. The blighting influences of slavery
snd degradation contaminate all within their reach.
¢ Pethaps falsehood and thelt are nowhere more
universal under the sun than amongst the serf

property, the usual punishment is not through any
legal tribunal or aatherity; the employers ake
the law into their own hands, and as they have
usually from three to.five or seven weeks’ wages
veserved in their hands, they confiscate this
amount, and discharge the thief forthwith. There
is not a native workman in a large establishment,
whether of manufactures or mechanics, that would
not pilfer, if opportunity served. They are usually
docile and easily managed, but they are ever
ready to lie and 10 swear anything. If discovered

workmen of Russia. When detected carrying off

7 | pri letter giving an account of the recent bom-

bardment of Sweaborg, saye that the men em.
ployed oo the gun boats had, asis usual, their
ears padded with cuiton, and a few cases of deaf-
ness sre reporied, but all employed experienced
great pain in the chest, and in two days some of
the men had not recovered their voices. The
mortas boats threw 1,000 tons of shells !

THE NORTH FORT.

We have to fear from the North
Fort. It will soon be ours. We command its
fate with certainity. It cannot hold a large
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