A GIRL IN A
THOUSAND

“This is very funny—here you've been

to lead you by the nose on a wild goose

the-way nook where he'll never find her. |
It's immense.”

eandidly, would you go if in my place?” |
“And Nance in hers?”
Rex nodded. l
“Anywhere—everywhere —the beck of |
& little finger, t
would be enocugh.

to know he’s not the only focl on earth. | His luggage was placed abuard by the
E; But, really, my boy, 1 must say good j]mrhr‘ and thus he quitted the hotel.
3 bye. Her message might come at any | FEre starting he had ordered cabby to
" take him to a certain quarter where he

time, and I'm equipped to make a move,

any like mad thing to bankyupt myself
I promise to keep you posted through

&

Bullard, the Strand banker, off on the
chased by the aunt for a year or two; | Continent
and now, by George! the niece startsjand not a real,

lnu-nh-m Babylon; no wonder she turned

¢hase, which 1s to lead to some out-of- [ to him.

I

“n!t‘n(_\' of time for the train. Why, they
“Glad yon enjoy it. Say, tell me !had gone to the station so early he did
not know-—perhaps some errand claimed
their attention on the way.

Now for a cab.

glance of an eye, | fellow who had kept close watch upon
Ihun and without the slightest suspicion

“Phat’s quite sufficient. A man likes [ Rex engaged him.

|
buy a steamship, charter a train or <l:r“‘1‘“l;\'| ivnl-lvu some cigars he partieu
| Badi,
| time
He was fated to soon get over the no

tion that it was very early for the train

Rex suddenly awoke to the the realiza
tion of being in a section of London
which ‘was not very familiar—at least,
It was certainiy not on the route to his
station.

somewhere, chamois hunting,
true friend in ali that

le consulted his watch—there was

A man seemed to divine his purpose, a

ied; this was as much to kill
anything else.

The vehicle shot ‘around corners, and

He knew such a thing as a TLondon

order of the day, and I've an absurd{ driver being unacquainted with the net

work of str
{ “the | or sober,

g out.” '
3 “That's kind of you. Perhaps we |
3 may meet again by chance, the usual|
23 way, sooner than you think.” |
. “What d’ye mean:” demanded Rex, |
= squeezing his hand, and thinking what a |
- Jolly good fellow this ci-devant diplomat |
was. |
“Well, strange things seem to be the |
- notion that fate intends to sweep you
' and me on the same wave tow
harbor of matrimony. So lor X, kr
boy; and if we shouldn’t meet here ‘1
wishing you bon voyage, and good
things.”
“Same to you, same to you (oo l
t]
> |
|

, he’s the truest-hea
1 ever had dealings with

P please me better than to
his company. Now, what could he mean
by his mysterious hint that, perhaps, we
might run across each other again so

Perhaps he’s taken a lesson ‘in Yhinkee
push, and is pianning an elopement

in the lurch. When this suspicion had |
lawned upon him he banged upon the
roof of the hansom

ts was preposterous; drunk
v knew ilwm as an old salt
10ws his compass

One of two things must be the matter
either the driver had
which appeared in

istaken his

lible, or he
v motive in thus swinging around a
was no accident

Robbery ve such things had been

X would not believe it |

a8¢ His mind con

ved something that was even worse
his detention until the train for Dover
departed, so that he would be left
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this messapge.

“Who gave it to you
“Ha lady.” |
“Young and pretty?”

“Ha stunner, sir,” with a broad grin
baggage ™

“Lor’. yes, sir, ha plenty. Hi seen ’er

hinto ha growler hat the door.”
g(‘l“ho was :-\H| her?”

“Lady hand gentleman, sir.”

Rex frowned as a suspicion arose con-
eerning the count, and after he had put
a few more questions to the boy, he let
him go. fully satisfied that the dashing
Austrian was one of the party.

Perhaps Rudolf still cherished hopes
that when they were wandering through
* his familiar Tyrol, and gradually mak
S ing headway toward. the plains of Lom
bardy, he might so strengthen the bonds
between this American pirl and himself
S that his suit would meet with its cus

fomary success,

Well, hang the count, anyway. Rex
yeally had no fear of him in the oper
was the chance of the i»Mow doing
some underhand work that gave bim
_more or less uneasiness,

®# man who could eoneeive such a
‘miserable game as that aifnir in the
wteehu{m] district wouid not be above
py desperate play.

Then he thought of Madze—poor girl!
she clung to him in hoer distress
her aunt leagued against her—Mr.

st

&

“Hat the 'Otel Ceeil, sir (&

“Was she leaving—did you see any ' surprise was augmented upon discover

i ing that it had o

I'he man was taken
fical meas

rhaps

y learn what on earth had brought
1bout this sudden exodus on the part of
the diplomat, who had given no hint of
an intended flitting at their last and
memorable interview

Onee inside the compartment, his first

er occupants.

There was an elderly man with dark
skin, and eves that seemed to pierce one
through and through, as well as a young
woman wearing the well known bonnet
of a Salvation Army worker

Of course, these must be Nance and
Ras Ragoula, but whither were they go
ing, and in the company of little Bridge
water?

The girl appeared to have been weep
ing, as though she .might have been
forced to break :|%l'\ul|nn~ that had
really become ver¥ dear to her: but
no wili could.hold ont against that of
the former Abyssinian general, and
when: he chose to shake the dust of Lon
don from his feet, there was no use in
argument or te

(To he | continued.}

e —

Owing to o the disorganization caused
hy the earthquake the prices of lemons
have advanced 25 cents to a dollar a box
in New York.

W. O. Ball, a painter and decorator,
about 40 years of age, 169 Mutual
street, Toronto, was found dead in his
room last evening. He had apparently
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