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A Reflection for Crowded Workers and Hurrying Folk

In the hurlyv-burly of hfe, with
duties ecrowding upon us, and a feel-
ing of “"No little done, so much to
do"" seldom absent from our minds,
about the last thmg the earnest
worker dwells upon is the need for
“Absence of occupation 1s not
rest.” he may quote: and aptly, es-
pecially 1f his work has many ave-
nues of effort and interest in it

1rest.

But even to those who gratefully
clory in  their strength—and a
healthful constitution i1s one of the
valuable of inheritances and
assets—accident  or unexpected ill-
ness may come, so that the ITrresist-
ible Tmperative says: “"For the pres-
ent thou shalt be laid aside and liter-
ally let the rest of the world go by,

nmost

Sensible folk should not need to
wait for such a time to begin pon-
dering as to life, death and immor-
tality. But whatever an individual's
[)l"'-.(“N])().\'iTiHIlS to such meditations
in the ordinary routine of life and
work, all alike may learn to reflect
on such subjects when the experi-
ence of beineg ‘‘shut. in’’ for any
period comes upon them. I, in such
a case we realize more fully that one
of the constantly-needed lessons tor
all mortals is that which teaches us
to see this life, and all that pertains
to it, in clearer proporiion—in the
light of a larger life—then such an
off-time may not only have its uses,
hut refresh the spirit, as well as rest
the mind and strengthen the hody,

To ¢hoose to spend a holiday time
alone. or with one's. favorite books.
IS one way to exercise that treedom
which is in some measure inseparahle
from the erowth of individnal souls.
But to be confined to one’s room tor
a period without the strength or
capacity to read, 1s a challlenge to
the retlective powers, Then our gues-
tionings or anxious concern regard-
me the future of this lLife or an}
other. must he met by what we hawe
. \\')l"!""‘l‘.

i our mental storehouse:
we mayv all learn that the wav n
which we exercise memory and nna-

gination in the former vears mevit
ably affects what those wonderful
faculties provide for us i the dark
or doubtful dayvs, or davs apart.
As Milton wrote:
“The mind 1s its own place, and
of 1tself
(‘an make a heaven of
hell of heaven.”

hell, a

The interruption of unexpected ill-
ness naturallyv makes every man pon
der as to how far his ““house 1s 1n
order.”” and ask hunself the ques
tion—.Apart from my own interest
in the Great Adventure, could 1 be
content to leave conditions as they
are? And if in "alhmast ‘eveéry case
there may he a desire that tune be
civen for fuller seryice and the ad-
justment of various matters, that s
more likely to be applicable to those
in the mid yvears of life, when addi
tional time or increased imcome may
seem essential to ensure a minimum
provision for home asoclates.

But if reflections alone that line
nerease under one’s feeling of re-
,\‘pnll.\‘il'”it‘\_ observation of  what
hbappens in other conditions and re
once tend to
nf [)l'nluil'“"ll

lationships, should at
true

give the Sense
that most humans alike have need
to learn., and foster that humility
of mind which comes from sane re
cognition of the comparative insig
nificance of the Unit. In other days
and wavs we mav have laid to heart
the truth in Tennyson’s words:
We pass: the pith that each

man trod

Is dim. or will be dim with
\\n'v'll\ ;
What fame s left for human
deeds
In endless ag It rests with
(rodd
Without heinge evnocal, some men
mayv tind comfort i the thoneht
that ‘it rests with God.”” and not
with man {"u" even - a arative
|\ hrief withdriwal fr this
world’'s atfairs mayv re-nnpress an
one with the Insignifieance of the

individual and the certainty of the
continuance of the human proces
sion—no matter who drops out or 1s
laid aside.  Not only is it suggested
that “*each one, as before, will ¢chase
his favorite phantom;’ but in cer
tain associations affecting mundane
matters, evidence may be forthecom
ine of how readily, under eortain
circumstances, one or two members
autoceratically and others
outstanding  self cen-

may  act
demonstrate
tredness.
To be laid aside need not neces-
sarilv have associated with it the
Scottish use of a kindred phrase,
“laid awa” ", to lead any reflective
person to ponder the passing of the
vears, and the inevitable parting
with this present world,  But even
a few davs of withdrawal should
make any recall the
or prose passages with which he or

person vV erse
she is likely to associate comfort or
encouragement for what s usually
referred to, from this side, as the
Dark Hour. but what in many cases
may indeed be an Hour of Dawn,
“Forefaney vour deathbed™ urged
a leading divine of other vears: but
what if Hope grows into Conviction
that the death-day shall bebut an
other hirthday —bhirth mto a larger
life!

At the same time, one need not
lose all zest for Life as we know it
here: for the wealth awaiting us in
Literature might, for many
vears, keep any sane soul from say-
‘““How
Hat and unprofitable seem to me all

;Il”lll'

ing  seriously weary, stale,
the uses of this world.”

Bt the questioning of the Laid
As de naturally leads to the associa-
tions with that
which, in the ordinary course. con-
fronts each traveller—the tigne when
the words of Ruskin shall be sup-
remelt experienced, when T Every
conl of us shall for himselt do battle
| 'ntoward,

morimentonus
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diser ver the Unseen
\Y['o-“‘_'f}_ 1t “n‘o-cl not he Jl'lli\\' to il\'k

What shall -we turn,

ourselves to

hour”

and for hpnself
In the davs of
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