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Religious fRisccltanfi.
The Land of Light

Ijsee, 1 see ; O rapturous sight !
Ijsee a glorious land of light ;
A heavenlyjcity, bright and fair,
And all the'ransomed ones are there.
MSKr-4
Bright “ Jasper walls ” around it aland,
Reared by the gentle Father's hand ;
And “ golden portals ” open wide 
To welcome Jesus’ ready bride.

Fairjskies o'erhang that happy clime,
And noontide glory e’er doth shine 
Resplendent from the Eternal's throne,
To light the Christian's final home.

Fair white.robed throngs roam o’er those plains, 
And in ecstatic, joyful strains,
They chant their richest, sweetest lays,
To swell the great Redeemer’s praise.

And now before the burning throne,
On wings of light, they joylul coroe ;
While Heaven's banner o’er them waves,
And on it written—“ Jesus saves.”

Then low before the matchless Three 
Those cherub legions bend the knee ;
A holy silence reigns around,
Deep silence:—broken by no sound.

And with a rapt, adoring gaxe,
They view the Father’s shining face ;
While glory, beaming in hi* eyes,
Fills every heart with ecstacie*.

And now—ah ! never can I tell.
How rich the anthfem that they swell ;
Or how the heavenly arches ring,
With music cherub voices sing.

But rising like an incense sweet,
And circling round the All-replete,
Beaming in bis celestial light.
It forms a glorious halo bright.

Ah ! now amid the shining ones,
Who raise those rich immortal tones,
I see (or whom a Savior's blood 
Opened the way to Heaven and God.

And as the sweet, seraphic lyre,
And angel voices rise still higher,
Far richer, higher notes they raise,
Whom our blest Jesus died to save.

For though they see the Father’s face,
And sing the riches of His grace,
Yet ne'er did angel spirits know 
The joys of souls redemed from woe.

Ne'er can they sing “ redeeming love,”
Though dwelling in the world above,
Ne’er can they shout “ All praise to Him 
Whose blood bath washed our souls from sin.”
—Xion’s llerald.
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Wesley’s Humor.
A fine, humor perraded the nature of 

Wesley, and often gave a readiness and per 
tinency to his words. The devout Thomas 
Walsh, morbidly scrupulous, complained in 
a letter to him, that among the “ three or 
four persons that tempted” him to levity 
•* you sir, are one by your witty proverb»." 
Wesley's humor, however, enhanced the 
hlandoess of bis piety, and enabled him 
sometimes to convey reproof in a manner 
which could hardly be resented with ill- 
temper. “ Michael Fenwick,” he says, 
“was often hindered from settling in business, 
because God had other work for him to do. 
He is just made to travel with me, being an 
excellent groom, valel-de-chambre, nurse, 
and upon occasions a tolerable preacher.” 
This good man one day was vain enough to 
complain to him that, though constantly 
travelling with him, his own name was never 
inserted in Wesley’s published Journals. In 
the next number of the Journals he found 
his egotism effectually rebuked. “ I left 
Epwortb,” wrote Wesley, “ with great 
satisfaction, and, about one, preached at 
Clay worth. 1 think none were unmoved 
but Michael Fenwick, who fell fast asleep 
under an adjoining hay-rick.”

He could be noble in bis reproof as in all 
things else. Joseph Bradford was for many 
years his travelling companion, and consi­
dered no assistance too servile, but was sub­
ject to changes of temper. Wesley directed 
him to carry a package of letters to the post ; 
Bradford wished to hear his sermon first ; 
Wesley was urgent and insisted ; Bradford 
refused ; then, said Wesl-y, ” you and I 
must psrt.” “ Very good, sir,” replied Brad­
ford. They slept over it. On rising the 
next morning Wesley accosted hie old triend 
and asked him if be had considered what 
he had said that “ they must part ?” “ Yes, 
sir,” replied Bradford. “ And must we 
part ?’’ inquired Wesley. “ Please your­
self, sir,” was the reply“ Will you ask 
my pardpn ?” rejoined Wesley. “ No, sir.” 
“ You won’t ?” “ No, sir.” “ Then I will 
ask yours !” replied the great mar. Brad­
ford melted under the example, and wept 
like a child.

The aptness of Wesley's replies some­
times took the form of severe repartee, but 
only when it was deserved. “ Sir,” said a 
blustering low lived man, who attempted to 
push against him and throw him down ; 
“ Sir, I never make way for a fool.” “ 1 
always do,” replied Wesley, stepping aside 
calmly passing.

In befitting circumstances, however, no 
man could show more Christian meekness 
in the treatment of offences. At Dewsbury 
a person, full of rage, passed through the 
throng and struck him violently on the face 
with the palm of his hand. Wesley, with 
tears in bis eyes, recollecting the precept of 
Christ, turned to him the other cheek. His 
assailant was awed by hit example, and 
slunk back into the crowd ; be became a 
friend to the Methodists, and afterward» 
perilled hie life to save one of their chapels 
from being destroyed by fire.

Notwithstanding their many hardships, 
the early Methodist preachers were notable 
as a cheerful, if not indeed a humorous daes 
ot men. Their hopeful theology, their con­
tinual success, the conscious self-sacrifice for 
the good of others, the great variety of cha­
racters they met in their travels, and their 
habit of self-accommodation to all, gave them 
an ease, a bonhommie, which often took the 
form of jocose humor ; and the occasional 
morbid minds among them could hardiv re- 
fist the infection» example of their ‘ 
brethren. Wesley himself ■

himself, perhaps from the same causes as 
from his natural tempera nent, he found it 
necessary continually to enjoin upon them 
to “ be serious,” to “ never be tritiingly em­
ployed.” While they were as earnest as 
men about to meet death, and full of the 
tenderness which could “ weep with those 
who weep,” no men could better “ rejoice 
w;th those who rejoiced,” They were usu­
ally the best story-tellers on their long cir­
cuits, and of course had abondaoce of their 
own adventures to relate at the hearths and 
tables of their boats. Not a few of them 
became noted throughout the United King­
dom as wits, in the best sense of the term, 
and were by their repartees, as well as their 
courage and religious earnestness, a terror to 
evil-doers. The Am. Methodist preachers 
were the greater wits of the last century in 
the New World ; the fact is historical, 
whether it be esteemed creditable or not ; 
and rightly considered, it is far fro » credi­
table. If few men could better relish inno­
cent humor, few were more devout, few 
greater labourers or greater sufferers.—Ste­
vens’ History of Methodism.
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The Great Riddle.
A prominent argument used by the be­

lievers in universal salvation in support of 
their doctrine is, that Omnipotent Holiness 
must finally annihilate sin and its conse­
quences. This is well met in the following 
extract from the ” Limit* of Religious 
Thought,” by Prof. Maosel, in which he 
alludes to this common objection to the eter­
nity of future punishment :

“ Against this it is urged that sin cannot 
for ever be triumphant against God. As if 
the whole mystery of iniquity were contain 
ed in the words for ever ! The real riddle 
of existence—the problem which confounds 
all philosophy, aye, all religion too, co far 
as religion is a thing of man's reason, is the 
fact that evil exists at all. Not that it ex­
ists for a longer or shorter duration. Is not 
God infinitely wise and holy and powerful 
now ! and does not sin exist along with that 
infinite holiness and wisdom and power ? 
Is God to become more holy, more wise, 
more powerful hereafter : and must evil be 
annihilated to make room for bis perfections 
to expand ? Does the infinity of his eternal 
nature ebb and flow with every increase or 
diminution in the sum of human guilt and 
misery ? Against this immovable barrier of 
the existence of evil, the waves of philosophy 
have dashed themselves unceasingly since 
the birthday ef human thought, and have 
retired broken and powerless without dis­
placing the minutest fragment of the stub­
born rock, without softening one feature of 
its dark and rugged surface.

We may be told that evil is a privation 
or a negation, or a partial aspect of the uni­
versal good, or some other equally unmean­
ing abstraction ; whilst all the while our own 
hearts bear testimony to its fearful reality, 
to its direct antagonism to every possible 
form of good. But this mystery, vast and 
inscrutable as it is, is but one aspect of a 
more general problem ; it is hut the moral 
of the ever recurring secret of the Infinite 
How the Infinite and Finite, in any form of 
antagonism or other relation can exist toge­
ther; how infinite power can co-exist with 
finite activity ; how infinite wisdom can co­
exist with finite contingency ; how infinite 
goodness can co-exist with finite evil ; how 
the Infinite can exist in any manner without 
exhausting the universe of reality ;—this is 
the riddle which Infinite Wisdom alone can 
solve, the problem whose very conception 
belongs only to the Universal knowledge 
which fills and embraces the Universe of 
Being When philosophy can answer this 
question, when she can even state, intelligi­
bly, (be notions which its terms in voire— 
then, and not till then, she may be entitled 
to demand a solution of the far smaller diffi­
culties which she finds in revealed religion ; 
or rather, she will have solved them al­
ready ; for from this they will proceed, and 
to this they will ultimately return.”
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is in just the same mind as ever as to bow 
he shall behave to his family, his customers, 
and everybody with whom he has to do ? 
Do you think that a man is renewed by 
God’s Spirit, when, except for a few reli­
gious phrases, and » little more outside re­
spectability, he is just the old man, the same 
character at heart he ever was ? Do you 
think that there is any use in a man’s be­
longing to the number of believers, if be 
does not do what he believes ; or any use in 
believing that God bas elected and chosen 
him, when be chooses no' to do what God 
has chosen every man mast do or die ?— 
Kingsley.

Religious intelligence.

The Hour of Death.
I have lived to see that this world is full 

of perturbations ; and 1 have long been pre­
paring to leave it, and gathering comfort for 
the awful hour of making up my account 
with God, which I now apprehend lo be 
near. And though I have by his grace 
loved him in my youth, and feared him in 
my age, and labored to have a conscience 
void of offence toward all men ; yet if thou, 
Lord, shouldst be extreme to mark what 1 
have done amiss, how shall I abide it ? 
Where I have failed, Lord, show mercy to 
me ; for 1 plead not my righteousness, bat 
ihe forgiveness ol my unrighteousness, thro 
His merits who died to purchase pardon for 
penitent sinners. And since 1 owe thee a 
death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and then 
choose thy own time ; I submit to it. Let 
not mine, O Lord, but thy will be done ! 
Richard Hooter.

A Godless Universe.
A man may, for twenty years, believe in 

the immortality of the soul ; in the ooe-and- 
twentietb, in some great moment, he, for the 
first time, discovers with amazement the 
rich meaning of this belief. No one in crea­
tion is so alone as the denier of God ; be 
mourns with an orphaned heart that has lost 
its Great Father, by the corpse of nature, 
which no world spirit moves and holds to­
gether, and which grows in its grave ; and 
he mourns by that corpse till he himsel. 
crumbles ofl from it. The whole world lies 
before him like the Egyptian sphinx of 
stone, half buried in the sand; and then all 
ia the cold iron wash of a formless eternity. 
—Jean Paul.

Striking Passage.
Do you think that your sins are washed 

away in Christ’s blood, when they are there 
«till ? Would they be here, and you doing 
them, if they were put away ? Do you 
think that your sins can be pat away out of 
God's sight, if they are not even put out of 
your own sight ? If you are doing wrong, 
do job think that God will treat you as U

The Revival in Ireland.
It was about the middle of June that pub­

lic business called me to Ireland. 1 confess 
that I was the more willing to accept the 
inivtation to that country on account ol the 
reports so rife here respecting that great and 
glorious work of God. The first intimation 
that I caught of the spirit that prevailed 
through Ireland was when I got on board 
the boat from Holyhead to Kingstown. My 
misfortunes in sea voyages were very well 
known to all or most of the sailors on board 
that vessel, and they greeted me with very 
kind sympathy as soon as 1 stepped on board. 
I got a hearty shake of the hand from all 
classes of men, from some whose hands were 
not quite clean, bat not at all unwelcome 
for they gave the warm pressure of the hand 
that told the ferrent affection of a Christian 
heart. They soon “ opened their guns” on 
me, and one of the first things they said was, 
“ Well, we have a glorious work.” “ A 
glorious work,” said I ; “ what do you 
mean ?” “Oh ! we have now a very large 
number of the hands on board saved.’’— 
“ Well, bow ?” “ Oh,” said they, “ we arc
engaged now every morning and night in 
holding Prayer Meetings, and we have sue 
cess both on board and on shore.” “ It was 
a glorious day last Sunda/,” said another. 
“ What about last Sunday ?” “ Well, Sir, 
at six, we got into the boat, rowed round the 
harbour at Kingstown, gathered the sailors 
from the various vessels, and we had 
Prayer Meeting, and kept up those services 
daring the whole of the day, so that 1 had 
scarcely time to eat my bread." They de­
scried the scenes of the day, on board and 
ashore, saying they were fully occupied 
throughout the whole of that blessed Sab­
bath up to one o’clock in the morning, in 
praying with those in deep distress on ac­
count of their guilt and danger. When 1 
came back they hailed me again. An old 
Methodist, the second mate, said, “ We have 
now seventeen out of nineteen, brought to 
God.” “ We hope," the others said, “ that 
the Captain will soon be brought in." “ He 
remembers wlial you said to him as you 
went across, and be told me,” said the other 
Mate, “that when he said that he hadn't 
sworn on hoard for many months. I laughed 
at him." That was explained by my ask­
ing, “ Is there any great virtue in that ?”
“ No,” said he, “ for 1 have not anything to 
swear at.” He raid, “ All my men now do 
their duty ; I have no trouble with them 
whatever and pointing to a different sort 
of man that was passing along, he said,
“ That’s the only man they have not got in." 
The Captain, I fonnd, was under very seri­
ous impressions. I had a very profitable 
conversation with him on board, and felt 
that I could leave him in the bands of the 
gracious Spirit and a number of praying 
souls, bis young men, one of whom told me 
be saw the Captain drawing near the cabin 
where they were kneeling, and—but up 
came the Captain, and 1 did not hear the re­
sult. As soon as 1 reached Ireland, as I 
was glad to do, I hastened to Belfast. I 
found, Sir, that you could not stir anywhere 
without these great facts constantly coming 
before you, that there was either a grand 
delusion of Satan, or a sort of religious epi­
demic which the physicians cannot under­
stand, or a great work of God that was like 
the work wrought in Ulster many years 
ago, and which all who read Mr. Wesley's 
Journals and are familiar with the history 
of Methodism are perfectly familiar with. 
Business occupied me so fully that I had 
few opportunities of attending the public 
meetings, though I made it a point to go to 
as many as I could, I must bear testimony,^ 
for I am hear as an eyewitness, to the fer­
vour, simplicity, and earnestness of the Min­
isters I heard preach or address the im­
mense congregations ; that every place of 
worship could obtain a Sabbath congrega­
tion on every night of the week ; that there 
was no appearance of levity, or anything 
contrary to the mo*t serious godliness in any 
congregation that 1 saw, down to an indi­
vidual, with one exception, and that was a 
person kneeling at the bottom ol a pew 
reading her Bible during prayer, the only 
approach to indecorum 1 saw in any of those 
congregations. I went from one meeting to 
another. In the first I attended thete was 
nothing in the character of the address or 
the conduct of the service that was at all 
calculated in my judgment to produce any 
excitement whatever, and yet that was one 
of the churches in which one of the greatest 
works of God .n this revival has been ex­
hibited. It doee not therefore depend, I 
judge, upon the mode in which divine truth 
is exhibited, but it is the act of the gracious 
Spirit of God in applying that truth as He 
will ; and without any of the appliances and 
external appearances that sometimes accom­
pany revival# in this country, this great 
work was being carried on in some of these 
churches- I went however to another. The 
great meeting bad just concluded. No 
sooner were three or four Ministers seen to 
enter the chapel, than one of the Ministers 
of the place immediately hastened to us and 
importuned us to go into the vestry and ef­
fort oor help 1 saw there Ministers and 
laymen, who had been labouring until they 
were completely exhausted ; and the com­
munist feelings of humanity, to say nothing 
of our Christian feeling and brotherhood, 
*oi* hare prompted us to render our aa- 
lirtapti*. There were numbers of pent»*

and supporting him ; then, when he fell on 
the ground, ministering what comfort he 
could, getting him again on his knees, whis­
pering some gracious promise of God in his 
ear ; and while we were all endeavouring to 
direct him to the fountain for sin, I stood 
astonished to see the patience, the godly per­
severance and tenderness of the young man 
whom we had no reason to believe was any 
relative. I lea-nt afterwards that that 
young man had come ten miles in order to 
learn the way to Christ ; and although he 
did not obtain the mercy of God in that 
meeting, he found it on hie return home I 
had the privilege of attending the second 
great Prayer Meeting in Belfast, held in the 
Music Hall, the largest Hall in Belfast, 1 
believe. The Prayer Meeting was to com­
mence at one o'clock. There, Sir, was the 
Bishop of Down and Connor presiding at a 
Prayer Meeting, giving an address, beauti­
ful in its simplicity, very evangelical and 
catholic in its spirit, directing the attention 
of all to the grand subject,—the salvation of 
the soul ; and conducting the meeting like a 
true Protestant Bishop. There were cler­
gymen of the Established Church, Ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church, a host of Me­
thodist Preachers, all gone from the Confe­
rence, and a mass of people in front. It 
was a true Prayer meeting; truly like the 
Evangelical Alliance in the union of men ol 
all creeds and chnrchea, hot one in heart 
through faith in their one Head and Savi- 
our. A second meeting had to he held at 
the same time, so many being unable to get 
into the Hall. I must just remark that there 
was one church in Belfast where the spirit 
of division and strife was found ; where, al­
though there were a number of godly meu 
devoutly and earnestly seeking the visita­
tion of the Spirit of grace, there were others 
not agreed with them. And the Holy Dove, 
who flies from all turbulent factions and all 
scenes of strife, did not hover over that con 
gregation until their divisions were healed 
and they were dispostd to unite in one great 
effort ol pleading with God that He would 
restore lo them the joy ot his salvation, and 
then uphold them with his free Spirit. I 
rejoice to learn that that church now par­
takes of the common blessing. Oh ! it is a 
lesson to us, held out in the peculiar circum. 
stances of this great revival with great pro­
minence and sigoiflcancy, a lesson that we 
-should learn in this country if we wait for 
the visitations of this Spirit,—that we must 
be of one heart and mind. May God grant 
us more folly the spirit ol unity and love.— 
There was held in Belfast, by agreement ol 
all churches one immense Prayer meeting. 
The use of the Royal Botanical Gardens 
was secured for this purpose. 25,000 tic­
kets weie issued for that city. It was ascer­
tained that no less lhan 15,000 poured into 
Belfast that day. They might be seen 
from an early hoar in the morning passing 
along the beautiful streets of Belfast, in one 
nontmuous stream, all persons serious and 
devout, large numbers of them carrying a 
Bible or bvmn-book under their arm, pay­
ing no regard to the attraction which the 
shop and the buildings might present, but 
crowding the pathway, and all bending ibeir 
steps to one common centre. Sir, I wish it 
had been my privilege to have beheld that 
scene. It was Ihe privilege of my friend 
Mr. Arthur, and I would to God that his 
voice would allow him to give a description 
here of that meeting and of the scenes he 
himself witnessed through bis longer and 
more favourable stay in Ireland. Weave 
told, Sir, that in that meeting the Modera­
tor of,the Belfast Presbytery presided. The 
immense mass was gathered in front of the 
stand erected-for convenience, that when it 
was lound that no human voice could make 
all hear to the very extremities, they parcel­
led themselves in different companies, and 
very large congregations were formed in 
distinct («arts of those beautiful gardens.— 
There other Ministers conducted services, 
the Spirit of God descended with His rich 
gifts upon those who conducted the services, 
and with His glorious power to convert, 
upon great multitudes. They gathered 
round a Minister until there were some four 
or five thousand persons in these separate 
congregations. When people were “ struck” 
—(here Mr. West spoke of the eignificancy 
of the term, as indicating the nature ol 
those pungent convictions instantaneously 
wrought)—they were taken away from the 
great crowd. One individual, walking round 
the garden, found not less than twenty 
groups of persons, in the midst of whom 
would be found five or six individuals, all 
struggling in earnest prayer, and men plead­
ing with God on their behalf, that they may 
obtain that peace which flows through faith 
in Christ. Another individual, taking a 
wider circuit, counted forty-three such 
groups. It is supposed that not less than 
1,000 persons were awakened that day.— 
Surely, Sir, these are great and glorious 
facts. Surely the Methodists of Manches­
ter must rejoice to hear that the Spirit of 
God is being thus so effectually poured ont 
upon the inhabitants of the sister kingdom. 
Surely our expectation and hope must be 
very greatly raised when we see that God 
has not forgotten His power to save, that 
His arm is not shortened, neither Hie ear 
heavy. We are warranted to expect visita­
tions of grace like these, not upon Ireland 
only, but upon all England, and our hope is 
that God will so excite the prayers of oor 
whole Connexion that we shall be amongst 
the pleaders of our Israel giving God no rest 
until be make oor Jerusalem a praise 
throughout the whole earth. Sir, there are 
some very remarkable circumstances attend­
ing many of these awakenings. It appears 
that in a multitude of instances, with the re­
ligious conviction, there reaches the subject 
of that awakening a singular prostration of 
strength. Very many of them are com­
pletely prostrated, so aa to be unable to move, 
or speak louder than a whisper. And if 
you apply y oar ear to their mouth you may 
hear that all they utter is under one or other 
of these classes of prayers ; either a deep 
conviction of their sinfulness leads them lo

todes of them are then prepared and ena­
bled at once to go to those who are seeking 
the same mercy and direct them to the Savi­
our whom they have found. I need not say, 
for I think it is generally understood, that 
this great work has been confined principal­
ly to Ulster, the great Protestant portion of 
Ireland, where there have long been a faith­
ful ministry, a large scattering of Divine 
truth, the form of godliness, but not much of 
that fervency and zeal which now distin 
guish the Presbyterian Church itself. I, 
for one, am greatly re joiced that God in his 
infinite wisdom has commenced the work in 
the way He has seen fit lo do. Our whole 
history is a history of the revival of religion. 
These facts are not singular to os, if they 
are to others. And I have thought, since 
being assembled in this place, how John 
Wesley would have looked upon a scene 
like this, bow it would have inflamed and 
filled his heart ! We have not now to enter 
upon the vindication of religious revivals ; 
that is perfectly well settled. We look upon 
them as necessary to every Church. In the 
course of a very short period the fervour 
cools, which is our fault and our sin The 
state of fervour that we find in these revi 
vais is that which ought to lie the normal 
state of the Christian Church. Not one of 
these cases of holy zeal, and assiduity, and 
labour, and sacrifice, described by my good 
friend Mr. Jones, is excessive. There ne­
ver has been any excess in the zeal of the 
Church No individual had his soul too 
much fired with love to Christ and piety to 
souls. We have not gone beyond ourselves 
yet, and there is no fear that we shall. A 
very large baptism of the Spirit of God is 
accessary for us before we shall reach that 
standard in which,as Ministers, and Church­
es, we ought ordinarily to be found, in order 
to our effectually carrying on the gnat work 
of God in our several departments of labour. 
Sir, this great work of God is spreading. I
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am thankful to have letters every few days 
from Ireland giving accounts of its progress, 
first to this village and then to thaï. I do 
not perceive any abatement in the fervour of 
the agents, and I saw very few inconsisten­
cies on ihe part of converts, or instances of 
iheir turning back to the world. What we 
have to look to principally for ourselves, is, 
that we enter heartily into the obvious design 
of God in bringing out the glorious fact- ex­
hibited to us on so large a scale in the sister 
kingdom Each must put himself directly 
under these beams. Eech must ask for 
himself that the cloud may burst upon bis 
own bead and fill his own heart. Each 
must consecrate himself to this work afresh, 
and ask lor those sevenfold gifs by which 
we shall be enabled to preach more heartily 
and successfully every Sabbath and week 
day in the spirit you have indicated to night, 
expecting great things while attempting 
great things, exercising a mini-terlal faith, 
and giving God r.o rest until He does pour 
out his Spirit upon all our Societies and con­
gregations, and send us the same revival of 
his work, as extensive, as deep, as fruitful, 
as evangelical, as powerful, as glorious, as 
that with which he has visited the North of 
Ireland. Sir, I could proceed ; I must be 
allowed to say that there are many facts 
which I could have yet further mentioned, 
but 1 am convinced I shall best serve the 
subjects of this meeting by referring in con­
clusion to the two great truths that this revi­
val i< bringing before us. They are the two, 
pillars ol our vital Christianity. The one 
gives glory to Christ, and the other gives 
glory to the Spirit of God. The one de­
clares the sufficiency of the Atonement of 
Christ “ for every fallen sinner free and 
the other gives glory to the Spirit of God. 
ready with bis gentle and powerful influences 
to enlighten and draw every human heart 
to Christ. All merit is in the Saviour ; all 
power is in the Spirit of God. We have 
only lo maioiain these great truths, press 
th- m upon the attention of a ruined and 
guilty world ; and, in the spirit of our fore­
fathers, and of our brethren In this land and 
other lands, still to preach Christ crucified, 
still to honour the Spirit of God who glori­
fies Christ, and depend upon if we shall ex­
perience that full tide of heavenly influence 
that shall make all bow down and acknow­
ledge that He is Lord. 1 pray God that 
we may be furthering these ends by so no­
ble a meeting as we have this evening, and 
that the spirit of prayer that has rested upon 
us may issue in the spirit of praise for a 
present earnest of yet more glorious things. 
—Re r. F A West at the Free Trade Hall.

gospel of Belial and followers of Beelzebub.” 
In the afternoon the Rev. Hugh Allen, a 
welt-known evangelical preacher, who ha. 
been Dominated as afternoon lecturer by the 
vestry, addressed a very large and much ex­
cited congregation, which determined to wait 
on at the close to put a stop to the Tractar- 
ian service, expected to begin at four. This 
service was, however, given up, and at length 
a man with vigorous lungs gave out the 
doxology to be sung in due form- “ It was 
executed with considerably more strength 
than harmony,” and after a few hisses and 
groans the church was cleared.

Such was the scene enacted last week in 
a London parish church. We cannot be 
surprised at the excitement of the people. 
The Established Church of England, with 
its boasted broad and liberal basis, is pat to 
the test Romanism, not under the conceal­
ed, garb of Tractarianism, but in its native 
form, is appearing rapidly in the Church of 
England, and no one appears to possess 
power for its expulsion. The Union news­
paper and even ffie Guardian, the high 
class organ of Tractarianism, publish exhor­
tations tojclerical celibacy, the conventual 
life, the practice of confession, praying for 
the dead, the reverence of relics, the use of 
images as aide to devotion, p -nances meri­
torious alms-giving. Tbe Union decries 
Protestantism ; laments the Reformation as 
a departure from the pare faith of the Wes­
tern Church ; recognises the Pope as the 
Church's rightful head ; urges the Church 
of England lo return to the forms of the 
Church “ Catholic —and now the Union 
ist clergy boldly perform services in their 
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Cotcmporarn press.
The Riots in St George’s in-the- 

East
From the Scottish Guardian.

A succession of riots has recently taken 
place m one of the parish churches of Lon­
don , on various Sabbath afternoons. The 
rector is away, and the churchwarden states 
that he does not know where the rev. gen­
tleman is, nor who is *' in charge ” of the pa­
rish. There is subsequently no one who is 
responsible for the ecclesiastical condition ol 
the parish, apd the churchwarden is at the 
mercy of any strange clergyman who may 
appear to take the duty. Oo last Sabbath 
week, the Rev. Frederick George Lees, S. 
C. L., of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, appear­
ed at the commencement of tbe morning 
service at the altar, to which he did rever­
ence, in the vestments of a Roman Catholic 
priest, the ecclesiastical habit of a clergyman 
of the Church of England bring entirely 
dispensed with. He knelt in front of the 
altar and intoned the prayers, and when the 
time came for reading the lesson», that duly 
was perlormed by a layman, who ascended 
the deek, habited in a plain white surplice, 
of a pattern similar to that which is worn 
by aoolite* of the Church of Rome. At the 
usual time, after tbe reading of a portion ot 
the. Communion service, Mr. Lee ascended 
the pulpit attired in a yellowish white cloak

churches in the garb of Romish pri. 
without let or hindrance on the pc 1 
authorities if there are any such,
Popish forms and Popish cereu 
cannot be wondered at that the i - 
determine by any means to bring , 
of matters to an end.

Tbe question is seriously raised, and is 
becoming daily of more importance, whether 
the Church of England is so broad in its 
constitution as to embrace, without means of 
redress, avowedly Popish ecclesiastics. We 
have seep with increasing surprise the bold­
ness of the organ of the extreme Tractar- 
ians—the Union—which maintained every 
dogma of tbe Church of Rome, and has late 
ly been defending the recently introduced 
and most debasing heresy of the Immacu­
late Conception. This journal is conducted 
it is well known, by ministers of the Estab­
lished Church, and contains letters from 
known clergymen approving its principles. 
There is no reason at all to doubt that 
priests connected with the Church of Rome, 
and prohably with the Jesuits, have entered 
the borders of the English Establishment, 
with the approval of the highest Romish au­
thorities, who feel that they thus possess a 
double advantage for the dissemination of 
their principles among the people. It is 
impossible otherwise to account for tbe fact 
ot such writers as those of tbe Union, who 
defend even ihe Papal supremacy, main­
taining a nominal separation from the Church 
which they adore. The momentous ques­
tion is thus raised, Is the English Establish­
ment really Protestant, or is its discipline 
so lax that there is no means of ejecting 
from its communion men who entertain 
all the. dogmas of the Church of Rome ? 
May, in fact, the Church of Rome, without 
let or hindrance, establish a branch of its 
communion in the endowed Cbarcb of Eng­
land ? This question is becoming daily of 
increasing importance, and an answer is im­
patiently awaited by the people from the ec­
clesiastical authorities. If the boasted 
breadth of the Chorch of England mean 
simply that there is no bound to its liberal­
ity ; that there is no class of opinions which 
cs‘n he excluded from its all-embracing com­
munion, then we believe that the laity of 
England are not thus prepared to sacrifice 
their Protestantism ; and that, wheibér by 
mob gathering or more peaceable means, 
they will not rest till they have forced on a 
change as the ecclesiastical constitution.

It is a mistake to suppose that this is a 
question which concerns only tbe Establish­
ed Church of England. The Protestant 
people of thi. country cannot afford, to what­
ever church they belong, to look on with in­
difference while the principles of the consti­
tution are violated. The Church of Eng­
land is in possession of large endowments 
which were guaranteed to it at the time of 
the Reformation as a Protestant establish- 
ment, for Protestant purposes. If we are 
not willing to grant endowments to the 
Chnrch of Rome in any form, it is at least 
of all to be tolerated that we shouM allow 
her to share the revenues of a Pr i -stant 
establishment. The agents of tbe Papa y 
obtain access in the Church of F . " to 
many persons of influence in the :• m
whom they would be shut out if t- avv v- 
ed I y paid allegiance to Cardinal \Vi£ man. 
They have also opportunities given them 
from their false disguise/)! gradually insinua­
ting dogmas which,if openly asserted, would 
startle their victims at the outset. It would 
be better, so (hr as expediency is concerned, 
to endow the whole Popish priests of Eng­
land than to allow such a monstrous abuse 

this. We cannot wonder that the love 
of fair play and honesty in tbe British mind 
rebels against such Jesuitical proceedings 
as these ; or that the parishioners of St. 
George’s-in-the-East, when they see a 
clergyman mount the pulpit in Popish vest­
ments, are so indignant that they break 
out into open tumult. If no other means of 
redress can be found the people are justified 
in taking the law into their own bands.

It is evident that a crisis is approaching. 
Tbe Church of England, through its laxity 

well as through the rem-

gates open ... - - ,
The Romish party-see their advantage, and 
crowd in to find shelter under the branches 
of the wealthy Establishment. A new phase 
of so-called Tractarianism is manifesting it­
self. Tbe “ Tractations " do not neSr burry 
aa formerly eat of the Church on reaching 
the stand-point of Roman ism. They remain

French Invasion of England
(From the .V. Y. Tribune.)

The apprehensions so freely expressed, 
and for ought that appears, so sincerely felt 
in England of the possibility of a French 
invasion, and of the necessity of new naval 
and military means to be prepared for each 
an emergency, are not by any means based 
entirely on recent events, or on'lhe personal 
character of Louis Napoleon. Ever since 
tbe peace of 1815, France, under all gov­
ernments, bas devoted a large share of her 
revenue to tbs creation of a fleet capable to 
cope with that ol Great Britain—a result 
which, in the opinion of many, has been at 
length fully attained. What -was, and what 
is the object of providing and keeping up 
this fleet I In former times France had ex­
tensive and valuable possessions both in 
America and Asia. In both these continents 
she was the rival of Great Britain, and 
had, therefore, occasion for the maintenance 
of a great fleet for the protection of her ul­
tramarine possessions That occasion, has’ 
passed away. The remaining possessions 
of France in those countries are quite in­
considerable. As to her newly-acquired 
colony ol Algeria, that is not a possession 
which any other Bower would he like.y to 
envy her. It has always been a heavy bill 
of expense, and a drain upon the mili­
tary resource, of France, which no other 
nation would care about assuming. Ill case 
of hostilities, instead of attempting to take 
it away, the enemy would much rather have 
France.mainiain possession of it ns a means 
of dra«6ing off troops which it might other­
wise be necessary to encounter.

Certainly, the foreign possessions of 
France are not of importance enough to jus­
tify so costly a naval establishment solely or . 
mainly with a view to their defence.— 
Neither is any such naval establishment at 
all needed lor the protection ot France her­
self against foreign attack or invasion.-— 
Should that be attempted by any of the 
Continental Powers of Europe, it would be 
exclusively by a land force. Even it oper­
ations by sea might be expected, a far less 
numerous and costly navy than that which 
France keep, up, would render her more 
than a match on that element for any of Ihe . 
Continental Powers. As to Great Britain, 
no matter what her superiority at sea, her 
great inferiority in France in land forces 
is enough lo prevent any attempt at in­
vasion on her part, or, should such an at­
tempt be made to ensure its failure.

There being thus no defensive object to 
justify the maintenance of such a fleet.it must 
be supposed to be kept up mainly with a 
view to offensive operations. And how ser­
viceable it is lor such a purpose has been 
strongly illustrated in the casu of the French 
army sent lo Sevastopol, and more recently 
to Iialy. In case of a war between France 
and England, what more probable than lhat 
France might attempt to make available her 
acknowledged superiority on land by em­
ploying her powerful nary to transport an 
invading army to the British coast ? The 
general introduction ol steam lor the pro­
pulsion of ships-of-war and army transporta, 
and the facility furnished by railroads for 
concentrating at Ihe shortest notice gnat 
bodies of men have almost annihilated lbs 
natural obstacles to such an enterprise.— 
Delays, contrary winds, and storms, such as 
proved the ruin of the famous Spanish Ar­
mada, are no longer serious impediments. 
Tbe isolated position of Gleat Britain, and 
tbe seas which surround her, have ceased to 
be the natural bulwaik they once were, and 
with the progress of naval and military sci­
ence, are every day becoming less so. The 
sppreh- nsioo that Russia might employ her 
vast army to invade and attack the provinces 
of British India, notwithstanding she was 
separated from them by a thousand miles or 
more of intervening deserts, and Ihe desire 
of being beforehand with her in occupying 
the mountain passes into India, plunged 
Great Britain into the disastrous war with 
the Afghans. A similar apprehension of 
possible danger to her Indian possessions 
stimulated the war with Russia. If the 
Russian army, so far off was considered hy 
Englishmen an object of terror for India, I. 
it surprising that the French army, so much 
nearer, so much more efficient, and which 
has lately given such incontrovertible evi­
dence as well ol its facility and rapidity of 
movement as of its prowess on the field, 
backed as it is by a powerful navy, aliould 
become an object of terror for England ?

Tbe present position of France as to its 
internal affairs is also such as to give a new 
impulse to this alarm, and sufficiently to ex­
plain why it should come to a crisis at this 
particular moment. Since the close of the 
war which resulted in the downfall of tbe 
first Bonaparte, the rulers of France, till 
within a very short per odjiave had too much 
to do with maintaining their position at 
home to be an object of very serious dread 
to their more powerful neighbours. Such 
has been tbe case with the present Bona­
parte till within a year or two past. Tbe 
friendship which he so zealously cultivated 
with Great Britain might be the more relied 
opon since it seemed prompted, at least in 
part, by doubts as to hi* own position at 
bon.e, and unwilling to expose it to the 
shock of exterior houility. But, at length, 
the imperial throne appears to be firmly 
established. France, as at present govern­
ed, possesses a power of acting with energy 
and concentration such as has not belon­
ged to her at any time for a generation pre­
ceding, and which makes her army and navy 
vastly more formidable lhan it would be un­
der a ruler lea* assured of his position.

It dees not, therefore, seem so remarkable
Whtnanti of*Popery ia its services, has left tl» Fflilikin jMs changed state of the case, arti* 

gates open for the entrance of many abuses ficial rnSns of resistance to iqtmioo, hither-
" to deemed ample, should no longer be re­

garded as sufficient It is in vain to suggest 
with Count Msrigny that the French Em­
peror is a very reasonable man, who cher­
ishes no national, family, er extraordinary 
prejudices, who disregarts the past except 
for the lessons and the waning* that U gives,

t


