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SAVING FAITH.—ITS NATURE.

. The condition which is required of man,
in order to his salvation, is faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Without this, no per-
80n who hears and understands the Gospal
can be accepted of God. By this the very
chief of sinpers obtains forgiveness of sin,
]nf‘m‘l-rn-mewing grace, and a meetness for
the inheritance of heaven.  “ Ife¢ that be-
lieveth is not condemned, but he that be-
lieveth not is condemned u]rwuly, because
lie hath not believed ou the only begotten |
Son of God,

It is a question then of the utmost mo-
ment, How.is saving faith to be exercised ?
What is the nature of that act of the soul
by which Christ and the grace purchased
by His death are embraced and possessed ?
The Seriptures of truth answer our enqui-
'Y 5 pot perhaps in such a manner as to sa- |
tisfy the merely curious, but .-imply and |
sufliciently to the pevitent and earnest seek- |
er ol sdlvation.  “ With the heart,” we |
are assured on the most unquestionable au- |
thority, “man believeth rizhteons-
pess.”  The experience ot the saved in
every age, in every place, and  under all |
circumstances is in perfect harmouy with |
this statement, “

* With the heart,” aund not with the in-!
tellect only.  That the understanding must '
be enlightened and instructed is indeed ob-
vious.  Otherwise faith would be no other
than presumption —ap unwarranted confi-
dence in the mercy of God., Anda great |
poiut is therefore gained when the attention |
ot a person is drawn to this subject ; espe-
cially when, deeply im[m-”«:cl_\\'i-h his fall-
en and  wretched condition, he asks,
* What must I do 1o be saved?’ But
men may understand the nature and the
plan of salvation and yet  be uninfluenced
by it.  This is the case with thousands at
our doors and in our Churches. It is pos-
sible also that some may feel their need of
a Saviour, may have Him ¢ evidently set
forth ” before them, and yet may refuse to
come to Him, or to rest their hopes exclu-
sively uponthe merits of Ilis death. The
faith of such is simply intellectual, and, so
far as saving benefits are coucerned, simply
barren, inert, dead.

With the Leart man believeth unto right-
cousness—then his choice and determina-
tion are included in it. On the terms pro-
posed he is willing to be saved. True, it
must occasion him the abandonment of
every lust, the renunciation of every sin,
the denial of self, the unrestricted submis-
sion of his reasou, of his desires, and of his
all to Christ the Lord ; but he has counted
the cost; he has thiough divine graee,
formed the resolution to know nothing
among men but the crucified One, to count
all things but loss that he may win Christ
and be tound in him. It js seldom that
meu come  to this point at once. Even if
powerfully couvicted of sin, it sorrowing
for it with a godly sorrow, if by open pro-
Iession they have set their face towards the
hieavenly Zion, and are enquiring the way
thither, yet they hesitate to accept Christ
Jesus in all Ilis offices, and in the fullness
of His saving coergy.  They go about,
often, to establish their own righteousness.
They try other doors of hope, not perceiv-
iug that they are * shut up to the faith.”
Or, they vacillate. Half decided, they
strive and then relax their efforts—sinning
and sorrowing by turns, but succeeding ne-
ver.  Perhaps they deem themselves as
yet not .~nﬂi<-iontly penitent to believe : or
they have anticipated the way in which
they think that mercy should visit their dis-
consolate spirits, and because God chooses
to bless them in some other way, they are
more disconsolate still.  But the great difhi-
culty with all these classes of persons is
Saviour,
They **set not their heart aright,” and
therefore * their spirit is not steadfast with
‘;l’(l "

And even then another element of sav-
ing faith is requisite.  The heart includes
the affections as well as the will, and these
must be brought into action as well as this.
Expeetation, hope, confidence in the re-
deeming power of the LordJesus completes
the act of saving faith. . It is not merely
the abnegation ot self or the rejection of
sin, but the positive reliance upon IHis me-
rits and the eutrustment of the soul mnto
His all gracious hands which brings the
blessing of a present and conscious salva-
tion.  This was the nature of that faith
which Abraham exercised in the promise
of God, and which was ** counted to him
for righteousness.”  And, in like manner,
we are assured, it shall be imputed to
us,” it we believe on Him that raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead. Not that
the faith so exercised has any merit, but
for an opposite reason, because it is (he
transferrence of all our hope and all our
desire to Him * who was delivered for our
offences, and was raised aeain for our Jus-

unto [
|

titication.”

Another question is likely to arise here :
Is the faith whereby a man’ is saved exclu-
sively u human act, or is it in any way a
divine ‘grace 7 Evangelical Arminians
have unitormly maintaived that it is the
well as the other. If contrary
Views hiave been ascribed to them it must
lave been by those who are ignorant alike
of their avowed sentiments, and of the |
harmouious character of the scheme of
doctrive which they hold. They accept |
without mental reservation the-statement |
that > every good gift aud every perfect gift |
is from above, and cofmeth down from the
Father of lights ;” and they believe that
oue of the choicest gifts of God is the abil- !
ity aud disposition to receive and rest upon |
Christ as he is offered to us in the gospel.
Such indeed is the dire apostasy of man— |
such his alienation from the life of God, and |
Lis opposition to the designs of rcdcmptiuuf
that 1o one can come to Christ without lhcj
gracious drawings of the Father—without
the couvinciug energy and quickening in-
fluences of the “Ul)' Sl)irit. Hence lheyl
belicve that the world’s Redeemer is exalt-
¢d *a Priuce and a Saviour for to give re- |
Peutance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.” |

one as

Of course this verse declares that

Divine operation is vouchsafed to the ungo
ly in order todraw him to the Saviour, ane
(to the believer in order
! graces :

sus? Has he no infirmity to be helped ?

be uttered 7’ Surely all the I

mises which are made to the poor in spirit,

to increase his the sweet barmony that tollows in
and shall the penitent alone be cbapter.
left to grope his own way to the Lord Je-

- cord within the struggling sinner in his con-
1 victed law state, and prepares by contrast for
the next
Two parts of his nature adhered to

two different laws. There was oonce a false

) e . : Or harmony by the complete and quiet predomin-

does the divine Spirit make no intercess-

siou for him ** witl, groanings that cannot . i
Lt ; MO broduced  the discord; the Spirit, through

irecious pro-

ance of carnality ; the Spirit, revealing the law,

Christ, subduing sin, bestows a barmony divine :

to the mourner, and to those who hunger f’“'l l.hu harmony peals in a p=xan in the open-
and thirst after righteousness are in opposi- "8 of the next chapter.

tion to such a view.

But on a subject of such importance we
are not left to the results of inference, how-
ever just. Christians are those who ** Lave
obtained like precious faith” with the apos-
tles themselves, Are they partakers of
afiliction for the Saviour? “Then they are
congratulated on the fact that a special Pro-

vidence overrules the afiliction, even as

special grace has made them partakers of

the divine nature, ¢ Unto you itis given in
the behalf of Christ not ouly to believe on
His name, bot also to suffer for his sake.
Would the apostle endeavor at once to
“hide  pride” from Lelieving men. and
yet excite them to lively gratitude and
to life-long devotion 7

Then does he de-
clare ¢ By grace are ye saved through faith, |
aud that not of yourselves, it is the gilt of
God. . . For we are his w urkmulmlzip cre- |
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works which |
God hath before ordained that
walk in them.”

Should the enquiry now he pressed, How
i3 man’s responsibility for the act of faith
recoucilable with the doectrine of its |

val? “We mioht answer by that ;1]'-i
propriate passage in which the two are not |
ouly asserted, but the fact of divive grace |
is made the reason of maa’s respoosibility :
* Work out therefore your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for itis God that |
worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure,”  Ilere is eucouragement to
believe, and, while believing, to invoke lhc|
continued aid, the iner ased grace and pow-
er more fully, more steadfastly, more com-
pl'(-lu'xh'i\'vl_\' to trust in the death and res-
surrection, the intercession and llrv\ulvn(‘vj
of the blessed l:“th,‘«'llh'l‘.
lemn warning,

+ il
we shou d
|

divine

IHere, too, is su-]
For how shall we escape |
if we neglect a salvation whose condition is }
80 easy, whose author Himself invites and

enables us to embrace it, and a -':ll\uli-m{
in every respect ** great” beyond our h?;_'h-;
est conception ! G T

|
——— |

AWHEDON'S THIRD VOLUME. *

From the N. W. Christian Advocate,

Dr. Whedon's Commentary on the Gospels
in two volumes has been long enough betore |
the public to have been thoroughly tested,
and to few such works is assigned 80 eminent a
place. It is intended for popular ase, and is
therefore brief and plain, and free from learned
references. The author's incisive style is well
adapted to such a work, striking the sense at
once, but with such marked effect that to en-
large would detract rather than add to the val-
ue of the comment. The work was originally
completed in manuscript—in a single volume for
the Tract Society of the M. E.

was concluded to enlarge it so as to

Church—but it
occupy
three volumes. The announcement in the pres-
ent volume is that it will take two more, viz.,
five in all, to complete the New Testament.
We must congratulate the Church at this hap-
py enlargement ot the original purpos The
work is destined to be the leading  popular
commentary for those of Arminian tenets, who
are engaged in Sunday-schools and Bible ¢lass-
es.  Until now nothing has been at hand so
satisfactory as Barnes’ Notes, and as all know,
these present Calvanism in its most seduetive
form. It will hencetorth be unnecessary toplace
50 much theological error before minds little ca-
pable of grappling with it, for Whedon on the
New Testament will tor a long time meet those
popular wants. It does not render unneccessary
the elaborate and extensive commentary-of Dr.
Nast, which has an altogether different field
and we hope that great Biblework will be pres-
sed on to its completion.

The present volume Las been looked for with
especial interest because it was to traverse the
Epistle to the Romans where Calvanism if any-
where has an impregnable defense. It a little
surprised us to find that only one third ot the
volume was given to this book, Acts consuming

the rest. But it is amazing how little inter-

pretation is necessary to a satisfactory exposi- |
tion of this prefound Epistle. A careful exe-
gesis of a few words and then a diligent nl(a-n-,
tion to the course of reasoning will at once

relieve long misurderstood passages where the |
sound has been mistaken for the sense. Let

us take from the work a few examples, instruct-

ive in themselves and illustrative of the work.

The first one is on the word ** called” in chapter

one verse one :

The distinction made in predestinarian the-
ology between God's common call and His **et-
fectual call” upon sioners to repent implies |
that God does not truly meanllis common call to
be effectual, and so imputes insincerity to God.
The true distinction lies not in the i:xtrinsic’
nature of God's call itself, but in the dtfferent |
acceptance by man. Thereis truly a rejected !
calling and an obeyed calling, and those who |
obey God's call become perm wnently the called.
Paul was calle d (see note Actsix. 9) and being |
not disobedient to the heavenly vision his was |
**effectual” and |

an obeyed calling, and so bis
permanent calling.
while the

Once in a commentator’s pcn‘f
breaks out in a strain of rare eloquence.  To |
give such a passage we are tempted to pass by |
the clear, compact interpretation of the battle
of the I's in the seventh chapter, where the |
carnal and wicked I acted, but the «un:ciun-f
ous, awakened I reprobated. Onth: tweaty-
fifth verse, ** I thank God through Jesus Christ |
our Lord,” The Doctor remarks : |

25. 1 thank . through Jesus Christ-— |
Christ was
the deliverer from this carnal and deadly in-
cubus. We can either msert 7 am delivered

before through, or we may imagine that the de- |

Itis matter of fair inference then that faith, | Liverance has already taken place as soon as

. . image as he presented at the transfiguration on '
00 less than repentance, is the gift of Christ. | the cry is uttered, and then tbis verse "is xhv|

Does 1ot the subject of the oue require it rapturous burst of gratitude.

Just as much as the subject of the other?|
Can we suppose the sinner’s Friend more |
Ompassionate to the unreflecting and the |
Obdurate, than to the man of a broken uut‘l‘
outrite heart who trembles at his word.’“

So then—This is the summing up ot the dis-

#* Commentary on the New Testament intended
for po w:lur uwse. By D. D. Whedon, LL D.
Vol. ll'. Acts—Romans. New York : Carlion &
Lanahan.

|
I

For another passage of like beauty we
select the last of the volume—the note of the
author on the word ** glory" the final | »xology.
He says:

27. Glory—OQur translators smoothly glide
over one Greek word, consisting, ineed, of a

single letter, which is a thorn to all close com-

luentators. Before **be glory™ comes o to whom, !

giviag us not only 0 God, through Jesus
| Christ but all to whom be glory. No critica!
{genius has ever furnished any better method |
than to consider o whom to be equivalent to fo
him, which is theh pleonastic, but not ungrace-
ful or unPauline. To God only wise. . .|

through Jesus Christ. to Him be glory |

. |
for ever, |any particular individual's infallibly passing

Very ingerious, in fact too purely ingenious,
is Lange's method. Let ** amen® be a noun, (as
in 2 Cor. i. 20,) and then we have to God

only wise—through Jesus Christ, To whom be

| glory—be an “‘amen” for ever; the “‘amen” be-

ing,as it were, the response of an eternal liturgy
from God's Church unto the only wise God
A sublime thought, expressing a most sublime
reality ! What heart does not respond with a
prayer to be allowed its share in that eternal
AMEN?

We next present his comment on the twenty-
eighth, twenty-ninth and thirtieth verses of the
eighth chapter. Here the Apostle says:

And we know that all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose. For
whom He did forenow. He also did predestin-
ate to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the first born among many
brethren.  Moreover, whom he did predestin-
ate, them He also called : and whom He called,
them 12 also justified : and whom he justified,
them He also glorified.,

Now let us sce how Whedon disposes of
these verses.  The comment 1s as follows :
28, All things—Not only does the Spirit,
work in and for us, but when he works all

things co-operate. As the whole creation
greaneth together waiting for the renovation of
God’s sons, so the whole coworketh to that
glorious comsummation. “‘Love God™—And just
so far and just so long as they **love God.” Just
50 far as their love to God is diminished and
sin is committed, just so far is the working of
all things lessened and doubttul .and when
their love to (iod ceases the coworking for good
ceases, and they are no longer ** the called.”
For it is to the man as a Gop LoVER, not as a
blank individual, that these promises are made
*“ The called”—(See note on Rom. i. 1.) ** Iis
purpose " of gloritying in Christ the mortal bo-
dies of all true believers, (verse 21.) but the
stages of glorification implied in 19, 23, as be-
longing to all true believers, the apostle now
beautifully traces in their divinely established
order, from the foreknowledge of God in the
past eternity to the consummation in and for
the eternity of the future.

29. For—To exemplify and expand the “‘pur-
pose ™ just mentioned. In this verse he states
the first and last steps; in the next the inter-
mediate successive steps.  *‘Foreknow"—This
word in itself signifies always to foreknow sim-
ply ; nothing else. It never signifies, intrinsi-
cally, to predetermine, or to love, or to favor
betorehand ; but always to toreknow or prere-
cognize. Yet this foreknowing way take in a
special view or phase of the foreknown ohject.

It may a favourable or unfavourable phase,
and thus the inferential thought is attained of
prefavoring or precondemning. But this thought
lies not in the foreknowing, but in the aspect
favorable or unfavorable, of the object present-
ed.  Here the objects are the human individ-
uals foreknown as meeting the requisite con-
ditions in the successive stages of advancement
and so the individuals meeting the requisitions
of the final glorification. If any one individual
fails at either stage, he drops trom among the
so foreknown. And some do drop out at every
ar:;gt‘. God calls more than accept the call and
become justified ; he justifies more than preser-
ver 'mi become glorified (See note on John
xvi

The true idea, then, is to foreknow men as
meeting the reqnired comditions of that final
gloritication ; namely, who are finaly found
among those who love God, (verse 28,) who
with patience wait for it, (25,) and who stead-
fastly endure to the end. *‘Predestinate”™—Des-
tinate betorehand, predetermine. From this it
is clear, 1. That forcknowledge and predestin-
Know-
ledge belongs to the intellect,determination be-

ation are two very dilferent  things,
longs to to the will. Foreknowledge is an at-
{ribute belonging to the nature of God, prede-
termination is an acf produced by the free-will
ot God. 2. Forcknowledge precedes predes-
God's
God’s acts. D'd God act without previous
knowledge, he would act, like an idiot in total

tination ; for Lature is antecedent to

ignorauce. 3. [Predestination, so far from

being ** without foresight,” is truly founded on
S Y.

foreknowledge. It all who

are elected or predestinated to glory are fore-

presupposes that

known as the proper subjects for it according
to God's eternal purpose. 4. Man's freedom
as a free agent underlies God's foreknowledge
of him, and God's foreknowledge underlieg
God's God's knowl dge is
caused by the future act, not the act caused by
the knowledge ; just as when we look at a man
walking, our seeing and knowing his motion is
caused by bis moving, not his woving cansed
So that, in con-

determination.

by our seeing and knowing.
clusion from the whole, God predestinates to
glory only those whom He sees through time
and space will finally meet the conditions re-

quisite for :hat glorification. “‘Image”—Such an |

the mount. ** Firstborn among many brethren”
— And thus present a row of glorified brothers,
all in the same celestial uniform,with the *first-
born™ at their head.

30 Called—The Apostle does not imply that
others were not ** called ;" for he knew that

“ many are called but tew chosen.” The dis-
obedient to the call are bere lett out of the ac-
count. They exclude or withdraw themselves,
voluntarily and freely, from the favorably fore-
known and the predestinated .

Mr. Barnes says, ** The predestination se-
cures the calling, and the calling
Justification.” If the apostle himsel:
said, it would bave been decisive
precisely what he does not say.
is, that the calling is the requisite

before the justification, and the Justification |

secures the!
had so
but that is |
All Paul fays
condition |

!'(‘.1] knowledge and a rare physical acumen. ‘m."uéstr'\ hat ministrr was the appointed < torm of
[ We have but the resulis, the processes are not means for upbolding and extending saving truth sound

stated ; the former is all the publiec need, the
latter scholars can trace out for themselves.
J.\'o better book for the study of the Bible in the

family can be found than this Comme ntary

to hold tast the

words.  St. 'aul toretold the coming

in the world. Truth spread or was corrupted of the great apostasy, and showed how the de-
as ministers were faithtul or untaithful. 1Ia tk parture from truth

history of the church all ruinous disse s

m doctrine  would lead to

as mmorality of life. Ia doing so he gave an

had begun in an untaithtul ministry. There exact portraitare of Popery. 1In anticipation

** Like priest of such false teac hing, he anjoined on Iimothy
de

: Had

ispuration ot

- —
CONFERENCE
— serupulons care in the appointment of minis*ers

SERVICES—THE  EX-PRE~I-

was truth in the old proverb,

ENGLISH like people.” Hence the Apostles evin vd a firm adberence to evangelical doctrine
. be lived in these days, when, the i

Ihe apostle Paul, who was honared to plant so the Scriptures, the sacrificial at
mary churches, showed his sense of the impor- the

THE ORDINATION nent, an.!

DENT'S CHARGE, doctrine of eternal puaishinent vere by

There was an overtlowing congregation in

before the glorification. lle asserts that the
latter cannot be without the former. It is the
called (or some part of them, for ** many are

[ the Oxford road Chapel to witness the ordina-
| tion of the ministers who had satisfactorily
passed their term of probation.

tance of the Christian ministry not only by se-
lecting suitable men, but by supplying to the
Christian church three Epistles, the first to Ti-
mcthy was the longest and most elaborated.

many denied or suspended in doubt, be woull
only the more strongly bave insisted on the
exhortation, ** Take heed uato thyselt, and u
to thy doctrine ; continue in them. ™

| through the stages of this scheme, but to show
fthe indestructible sud absolute surety of the

l

|
|
|

called and few chosen,”) alone that are josti-
fied ; it is the justified alone that are glorified.
*“Whom He called"—They being foreknown as

faith. ““Them he also glorified”—Provided they |
were justified at the moment when the stage of
glorification came. If, though once justified,
their justification has ceased, they are then not
justified, and so cannot be glorified.

It is not the purpose of the apostle, be it spe-

cially noted, to show or declare the surety of

scheme itself. (See netes on verses 17 and 28.)
It is the fixedness and unfailing surety of the
plan of salvation, in order that each one may
avail himself of it, that is affirmed ; not the su-
rety for the special individual that God's power
is pledged to fasten him into (he plan, and to
is un-
couditionally predestined to outride the deluge ;
but it depends upon our entering and remaiaing
within the ark whether we individually outride
the deluge too.  All the aids above described
are furnished from the Divige side; but man
has a selthood trom which he must act, and up-
on that action it depends whether
included in the saving result.

carry him infallibly through. The ark

he finally is

Mr. Barnes asks, *“ How would it be a source
of consolation to say to them that those whom
he predestinated, ete., might fall away and be
But, 1. What
tell them that the Ju tified are to be glorified so
long as they are tauglt never to be
their being justified 7 Preachers

lost forever ? consolation to
sure of
of secured
perseverance are obliged, in order to prevent
in their followers the great presumption ot being
oo sure of final salvation. to cultivate the per-
petnal doubt of their being Christians at all,
and so destroy the full assurance of faith, and
their
What conasolation to know that

upset all the  boasted ** consolation™ ot
own doctrine.
Christians will persevere, if I must never know
that I am a Christian ? 2, To tell the Christian
that he may fall away is not of itself consola-
tion, but warning; and warning the Christian
needs in the proper place as truly as consola-
tion. And the true place of consolation and ol
warning is'this: fully to Anow my present
acceptance, ani equally to fear my future re-
Jection by unfaithfulness.
solation from the present passage is its glorious

3, The true con-

assurance that the plan of salvation is absolute-
ly sure to those who, by persistent faith, in-
trust themselves to it.  We have a sure strong-
turn. Aad such is the
doctrine of the entire epistle ; sure salvation by
Jaith. But nowhere is it taught that that
faith itself is fixed or lastened upon us, or in

bold to which we can

us. The exercise and continuance of our faith
under God's gracious aids, is our own duty,
and our part, as free agents, in the work of our
salvation.

While a large share of the verbs of these two
verses express a future as well as a past fact
they are uniformly in the past tense, the
Greek aorist, (Note onv. 12.) Alford, in
his usual ultra fatalistic s'yle of interpretation,
tells us that this is because the whole is com-
pleted in the predetermination of God. But
why does not Alford explicitly apply the same
exegesis to sia in v. 12, (where see note,) and
thus attribute the authorship of sin to God ?—
a blasphemy which rash thinkers like him are
perpetually committing, yet denying. The
true view, we think, is, that the apostle's
standpoint in all these uses of the Greek aorist
is at the grand consummation of the whole
scheme, contemplating it asa series past.
(Note on v. 13.)

Among the things which most attract our at-

S X .| write I uato thee, hoping to come unto thee
complying. ‘* Whom he Justified"—Upon their |

| know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in

!\\'hvu driven himself trom Ephesus, aul had
left Timothy in charge of the charch in that truths of the Gospel, but he must be diligent
city and in the surronuding distriet, and i prociaiming  them.
to support and

& And not only must the minister bold the
Mr. Farrar's charge was founded on the 1st

Epistle to Timothy iii. 14~15, ** These things | ** These things
se g% com

; . . » .
in guide bhim in governing ' mand and teach A minister must not confi e

P ' long, that thou mavest | . . . 3 .
’bon].‘ But if I tarry mg . | the churches (»({,p,“"[‘\ had written the Epis- the ministration of the Wond to the pulpit, but,

== S . tle. The three letters were invaluable, sup- like the great Master, must preach in the ope
the house of God, which is the Chureh of lb«‘_" oS ek ore i P R preac e Open

sy . « | Plying  divinely-inspired  instructions wd air, by the wayside,
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth,” | P/ViP8  divinely-inspire nreustions. A ; L

At lati L ) lained ,‘munnl; to ministers in all time, and ia Latimer, who
Alter congratulating the newly-ordained mianis- ) t

BT = . : | every nation. In them the Apostle set forth preached at the market crosses throughout the
ters on having satisfactorily passed a lengthen- | <

X . the qualifications and duties of the minister | kingdom, though for doing so he? was burned |
ed probation, he addressed them, first, with | - -

and from house to house
Let them imitate the brave old

reference to their personal character and de-
portment.
work, and it should be their constant object -to

They were separatcd to a holy

secure personal holiness, which was v irtual 1m-
provement in every thing bearing on their work
as ministers. Experimental trith came under

the cognisance of renewed hearts only, and
they must bave the peculiar qualifications which
result from- an intimate walk with God. Their
in the paths of Christian purity, rendered im-
perative the pursuit of personal holiness. A
dead preacher could not quicken dead souls,
and in proportion as they were living to God
they would be useful. He then addressed
them ou some particulars bearing on their of-
fice as preachers, as ministers of the Word.
With the Bible they were expected to be famil-
iar. It was the life book, the instructor of
youth and the coasoler of age, and they could
not be furnished for the ministry without a thor-
ough knowledge of God's Word. They must
be students as well as ministers, and must have
their spiritual and intellectual being in the Bi-
ble. They must not supyose their preparation
for the pulpit was an casy thing. The stand-
ard ot knowledge was daily being raised, and
surely the minister should be in advance of his
bearers. They must beware of merely skim-
ming over books in reading.
books well was better than many half studied.
The object of study was discipline.
they had a ready utterance, they could dispense
with study, They would soon utter nothing
but what was lamiliar, and would merely ring
common-place changes. The cootroversies of
the day demanded their attention.
know them.

They must
But let them never discuss mcre-
ly scientific questions in the pulpr*.  Those who
came to hear them preach came to hear the
truth as it was in Jesns. They would find
Christ to be the centre of all truth. They
might easily be popular by eccentricities, and
might amuse by vagaries in specnlating as to
the future, but the range of church hislor_\'
showed that no preaching answered its end but
the preaching of the Cross of Christ.  They
were to enforce the duties of religion. To en-
force practieal duties was to preach Christ. Lot
their ministry have special application to the
unconverted. Baxter said Lo bad to neglect
that which tended to the edification of the
church because of the many unconverted, whose
salvation he was bound to seek. They could
not move others without being deeply moved
themselves. e did not mean mere animal ex-
citement, but a deep emotion produced by the
Holy Spirit. Without this they would not win
others, and would convey the impression that
they themselves did not believe what they
preached. Let them be faithful. They must
learn to distingnish between mere morality and
the change of heart. Rationalism was supple-
menting orthodoxy.  Science among many
took the place of the Bible. The Bible bad no-
thing to fear from scientific research, but sci-
ence misused would destroy their faith in God's

Word.

tree of

Many thought if they ate of the
there was no
sity to eat of the tree of life. In every part
they must depend upon the iofluence of the

knowledge, neses-

tention in this volume is the singularly clea:
analysis given of these two inspired books.
For the Acts Baumgarten's threefold outline
is accepted, but the filling up is Whedon’s.
Part I. The Pentecostal Chureh : or, Christian-
ity within the Jews. Typical character, Peter ;
Part II. The Transi-
tion Church—from Jews to Gentiles. Typical
character, Philip; typical city, Antioch. Part
I Church among the Gentiles. Typical
character Paul ; typical city, Rome.

typical city, Jerusalem.

Romans is considered as containing the Ar-
gument and Ethical Deduction and Personal
Conclusion. The Argument is in three parts.
Part I. The Ruin—ending with twentieth verse
of the 3rd chapter; II. The Remedy—ending

Holy Ghost.
er by continucd prayer,

Let them secure this lml_\' pow-
Much of their work
sanctuary. Ile who
assumed that his work was confined to the pul-
pit must have wondertul conceit of his abilities.

would be outside the

Whetl er named so or not, they were in point
ot fact *“ bome missionaries. " They must fol-
low the stricken deer—go after the one lost
sheep. le advised them to read the Word ot
God in the pulpit with distinctaess, not to re-

gard it as secondary or merely preparatory to
a running exposition, but he preferred the sim-
ple reading without any addition.

prayer be not only a mental effort, but connect

With

with chapter eight ; 11I. The Defense-~closing
with chapter eleven. The Ethical Deduction
closes with the fourteenth chapter, and the
Personal Conclusion fills out the rest of the
book. The work is very conveniently arranged.
The body of the text is paragraphed,the verses
being marked with full faced digits, and in the
notes the words of the text commented upon
are in full faced type, standing out boldly upon
the page and at once catching the eye. In

them facility in leading public prayer.

| political affairs they would have somewhat to
[ to do, but their mission was to preach the Gos-

pel. “They should not run atter mere literary
hoaors to the neglect of their higher duties.
They would have mauny critics, and they would
be often appealed to on personal affairs. Let
them be prudent, and speak evil of no one. It
Was not necessary to guard them against auster-
ity and sanctimoniousness ; the danger nowadays
was in the opp#site extreme.

external appearance it is unitorm with th e
two preceding volumnes, but its internal ar- |
rangement and mechanical execution is a great |
advance. |

We remember well how we cherished and
studied the three brief chapters on Romans in |
Watson's Exposition, and how we lamented al-
most with tears the premature death of that

great thinker and eloquent speaker and writer.
The comments of Clarke and Benson upon the |
whole book were not as valuable to us as the
little that Watson had left. We sighed many |

|

a time for some one who in the same tine could |
{ make Paul to the Romans clear on the lung'
debated *“five points " of theology. Lange
will not answer heie ; we had no hope trom that |
quarter. Whedon came ia to meet 3 most |
pressing want. The conclusions stated so clear-
ly and seemingly so simple are often results of |
a'most searching philology, a thorough clissi-

-

member that while the sermon lasted bLut an
bour, the influence of conduct would last a
whole life. In the name of the congregation
be gave them the right hand of fellowship, and
trusted they would continue the work, and up-
bold the [honor of the four thousaad labourers
who entered into rest since Methodism began.
If unfaitbful, the sin of bloodguiltiness would
rest upon them.
boly fire, and let it die out, they would be sub-
ject to the curse of God and the execrations of
men. ,
DR. JOBSON'S CHARGE.

At Cheetham-hill Chapel was based on 1 part
of the Gth verse of 1 Tim. 4, ** A good minis-
ter of Jesus Christ.”

There could be, said Dr. Jobsoa no more so-
lemn or responsible work than that of setting
apart by ordination those whom they believed
God had called to the work of the Christian

having to deal with Lelievers, and lead them o ‘ there was no charge of immorality, one above |

To read a fow|

They |
should beware of the delusion ot supposing, if |

the sermon. Some had a happy way of giving |
Let private |

the thoughts in words, and this would give |

They should re- |

If they neglected to fan the |

of Christ
’prt'wnt these to the young ministers he ad-
]dwssml, and would further urge them to at
| tain those qualificatioas, and to discharge those
| duties by the motives and reasons employed by
| St. Pawl.  In the beginniag of the third chap-
J“T St. Paul specified some of these (qualifica-

|
even

| »
He, (Dr. Jobson) would try to|and good Richard Baxter, who was incessant

in writing, preaching, praymg, and visitwg,

when

he was so ill that he seemed 1a

danger of falling into his grave ; and White
|

|

4 tious for the ministry.  The first of these was |

|an

reproachable character and 1ife
| {

op must bhe whom

I blameless™ —one against

all doubt or suspicion.  Character, that unde-

| finable but unmistakable expression given of a
|

| was of the utmost importance. Advancing ex-

perience showed how delicate was the balance
on which character depeaded. A minister
without character was useless, niy worse.
Hence it was that Methodism instituted such
frequent and close enquiry on this subject. It
they lost character, they lost position in the
| church. Years of toil, of study, of prayer would
be thrown away. With>ut character, genius,im-
agination, intelligence could not save them from
ruin.  Loss of character would be the loss of
all. Let them, preserve that, then, a. an in-
valuable trust. They should remember they
were always in public, and the £aze ot those
They

would be ** watched by the world’s malignant

around would not always be friendly.

eve,” by those whe would rejoice in their

downfall.  However correct their theology,
however eloquent  their pn‘arhing, if lln‘y
were not consistent—an cxemplar as well as
a teacher—it would be seen to their shame. **‘Be
thou an example of the believers.” Sce how
the Apostle elaborated this thought. A minis-
er to be blameless must have—

Full selt-government of the passions and
propensities of our fallen nature; he must be
“rigilant®—awake when others sleep ; obser-
vant of his owa state and of that of the church.
There was great need in a

minister over his spirit, looks, words, aActions,

ot watchfulness

lest he should unconsciously be led into evil,
He must watch over springs of thought und mo-
tives of conduct. Ile must watch over the
Church, nhserving the approach of the wolf
To be blamcless a winis-
ter must be *‘ sober,” of well-regulated miad,
not hasty or precipitate, but Judging  wisely
and salely.

aad giving warning.

Young and inexperienced minis-
ters were in danger of being led into rash con-
duct. A medical man was expected to be calm
and collected in the presence of his patient ;
that was even more needful in the minister.
Especially be must guard his temper. To see
4 minister of Christ a slave of ungovernable
temper, was humiliating indeed.

To be blameless a minister must be ** of good
bebaviour.” Not obtrusive, blunt, or
in his manner,

COoarse
Appearance, dress, and man-
ners had influence on charact r. A rude man
would be rudely treated. A Methodist preach-

er should not be seen in a slouching hat. He

should take no great freedom of speech with
any man; and especially should be of good be-
llm\mur to the poor, treating them with con-
anlrrnh- respect. Aflectation and assumption

lowered a man's influence. Wesley was a
pattern of neatness in dress and ot attention to

all the proprieties of behaviour.,

The minister should further be large-hearted,
disinterested, ** given fo hospitality.”  |le
should not be a narrow-minded man, seeking

| to amass gain, bu ready to communicate to
I others.

Geaial and benevolent, not morose

and selfish: * not given to wine;” ‘ot

H;'Terd_\' of filthy lucre ;" ** not covetous.”

vice of covetousness was especially obnoxious

in a minister. A covetous minuster was des-
Not indeed that & minister thould be
left without needful sustenance. The Lord had
ordained that they that preach the Gospel

| sbould live by the Gospel.

pised.

Methodism pro-
| tessed to nake due provision for its. ministers
| and their families, and, on the whole, fulfilled
| its duties in that respect more fully than any
| other churck, It had. indeed, no

prizes, no
{ rich livings ; but, by its system of allowances,
on the whole, Methodist ministers were equit-
ably sustained. Tle glory of Methodism had
ever been the disinterestedness of its ministry
‘ Men who in any other walk ot life might bave
’ made large incomes had been content with
| allowances, and their example should stimulate
| others.

The minister should present an exrample of

domestir propriety. Should be ** the husband

** a bish- | noon, aod night ;

|

field, under who e preaching so many thou

sands of souls had been brought to God; and
Wesley, who till he was eighty-eight yoars of
age continued to preach the Word, mornirg,
and the early Methodist
preachers, who made the calling of sinners (o
repentance and ” building up believers in holi-
ners their one work.

The duties of the minister further inclu led

| man by biunself in his daily life and deportment | the orderly .'mulur!mg of religious worshp

This should be devout and spiritual.  Listless

and irreverent prayer was a gross sin. The
utterance of mere generalities was profitless.
They should not get off their prayers, but let
the subjects of prayer be carefully thought out,
and let their minds be so stored with such de-
vout expressions as were found inJHoly Scrip-
fure, that those expressions might come readily
to their lips.  Public prayer should be explicit
and  comprehensive, embracing mankind in
various rligious state:—in all ranks of lite.
A merely fiue prayer was an abhorrent mock-
ery. Sioging was also an important part of
divine servive, and had always been so regar-
ded. Attentiou to it was commended by the
example of the Hebrew Church and of the
Lord himself, of Paul and Silas, and of the
early Christians. Ouge grand hymn, the 7%
Deum, had, which had come down to
them from the fourth century, with which the
names of Ambrose and Augustine were associa
ted, and the ‘solemn sentences of which rolled
over the mind like inspiration. The full-orbed
hymns of Luther, and the deep-souled music to

the Yy

I'be [ ing of God’s Word was the

which they were set, had helped to make the
religion of the Reformation social. Methodism
too, owed nearly as much to Charles Wesley
for bis lively and deeply spiritual hymas, as to
John Wesley for his doctrinal te hing and
discipline.  Let preachers carefully guard this
part of divine worship, keeping the control of
ofn  hands; not surrendering  their
authority in this respect to choirs or persons ot
Let them leave the
warblings of the opera to attendants on Romish

in their

professed musical taste.

masses.  Methodism wanted warm and beart-
felt congregational singing.

The reading ot the Scriptures should be dis-
tinct, clear, and deliberative, and the Sacra-
ments shonld be administered with all rever-
ence and love,

The juiicious government of the Church was
also a duty devolving upon the good minister.
Th: counsels of the Apostle on this subject
occupied a large part of the epistle. In their
relationships towards one another Jet ministers
be governed by a delicate sense of propriety ;
let youth respect age and age be tender to
youth; above all let them resist all mutual
suspicion and jealously ; never say or hear an
evil word against a colleague in bis absence,
and never allow coldness to rise up. Paul was
an example of warm brotherly love towards
fellow-labourers in the Gospel.

In the appointment of official belpers in the
Church ¢f whatever name it was needful to se-
lect with great wisdom, and especially to select
men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. e
who would be & good minister must ca efully
cultivate his mental and literary gifts. They
should not let slip from their memories the
ground-work of the original languages of Holy

Scripture. The man who could use the Ile-

brew and the Greek in searching out the mean-
stronger for such
ability. Let them cultivate, then, their gilts
and attainments, They should give unswery -
ing devotion to the great objects of their minis-
try, and not be divided in their pursuits, turn-
right hand

Ibheir work required koowledge, stady, exer

ing neither to the nor to the left.

tion, undivided attention, It was surprising
how much ordinary men might attain who gave
wholly to their one work. Dr.

Jobson had not time to dwell upon the motives

themselves

presented by the Apostle. The most momen
tous of all was that stated in | Timothy iv. 16 ;
““Take heed unto thyself, and unto thy doc-
trine ; continue in them ; for in doing this thou
shalt bLoth save thyself and them that hear
thee.” He concluded with earnest entreatjes
to his biethren to dedicate themselves, heart,
and mind, and soul, and strength, uureservedly
to the Lord; to bring the living sacrifice to the

altar and bind it there with cords—to exelaim

- 121 42 ; with the whole soul ;e
| of one wite,” and shoild ** rule well his own !

Neither

enjoined. The

| house.” celibacy mor marriage was

former under some circum-
| stances might be praiwm;rlby. if submitted to
as by Paul for Cbrist's sake: but ordinarily
the married state was preferable. In these
days of profligacy the good minister must be a
worthy example of moral aad social purity,
He must further maintain order and govern-
| ment in his family. A parent was not indeed
always to be blamed for the miscondaet of his
, family; but let them be diligent, if possible, to
guard agzainst such miscondact; to fashion
[ themselves and their families according to the
| doctrines of Christ.

A miaister to be blameless must be faithful
in the discharge of his  duties. Let them
glaae at some of the more prominent of these.
He must be firm in Lis adherence to evangelical
doctrine. The Apostle exhorted Timothy to

I
|
|

My life, my blood, I here present,
If for thy truth they may be spent
Fultil thy sovereign counsel, Lord !
Thy wiil be dove, thy name adored !

!”v appealed also to the congregation at large

to give themselves to God.

The Charge, of which the above is a sketch,
occupied in its delivery an bour and a (juarter.
At the request of the Conference Dr. Jobson
bas promised its speedy publication.

Tuespay MorNING, Aug. 4,

The President announced that be bad receiv-
ed a letter from the Rev. Thomas Jacks n, and
also a letter from the Rev. Dr, Dixon, whicl he
would call upon the Secretary of the Conference
to read. (Applause.)

The tollowing letters were then read by the
Secretary, and listened to with respecttul at-
tention : —




