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TRUTH AND ERROR.

|
| its anticipated and boasted triumph
over the Church of Christ ? Now and

History Examined by One Who Tells | again, when the cancer of moral cor-

What he Finds. |1

uption grew even on noble members

of the Church, there geemed some

The combat of truth and error is' ground for fear that at last she must

always the same : history repeats iteell |

ink beneath the weight of years:

in religiou as in other matters : the yyu: it goon became evident thatthesap

principles and proceedings of the

| 0

Church in the first ages of Christian- | githering branches refused to recei

f life was fresh in her, and only

e

ity are those of the Church to day, and | | it. Catholicity influenced all things
the attitude of heresy towards her — daily life, art, music, literature.
changes so little that it is difficult t0| A5 the faith progressed, there also

underetand how Arius and Eutyches .
can be heretics if Luther and Calvin | 8
are not, as certain Protestant divines |t

have realized, writes Matthew Grant in | .

the Glasgow Observer. Hence their

oblique censure of the Fathers, and

their kindly feeling towards the here-

tical communities of early times, in|
whose position they see the imagc of

their own. The decree of the Vatican

Councils are but instances of the doe-

trinal law found in the early Church : |
this immutability and uninterruped |
action is one of the many evidences of

her divine origin. Over and over

again heresy would have fap.urfd all
Christendom but for the Holy See ; over
and over again the many or the few
fell back on Rome, saying with Peter,
* Thou hast the words of eternal life,”
and refusing to walk with others:”
over and over again heresy repeated.
“Thig is a hard saying ; how can this
Man give us His Flesh to eat?” or
" ‘or"us- ging, or preserve His Church
from error?’ and went back and|
walked no more with Him, like the un-
believing Jews. From the first there
existed in the Church laws and authori-
ties to which implicit obedience had to
be rendered in spiritual things and

t

f ience. Her member ity. Each abbey had its almoury,
ave of conscience. H yembers | 183 ;

e vaanis ”l‘ k: L;i nit to her teac x: free hospital and & Thus,
yverr: rwimrw to su AIH‘A‘, ton teach- | o) ctonbury over 300 noble yout
ing authority, to be as lit chil- ’

dren,” obeying the voice of a superior.

The Church does not flatter human
pride by pm'n--n,,_ to grant the un-
reserved right of private judgmer
permitting even the Sacraments to b::
mere matter of opinion. Therein she
differs from all Protestant imitations of
her : and in this also, that she
on fact, not on opinion ;: on uuchang-
ing truth, not variable sentimeat ; on
convictions, mnot conclusions. As
Balmes has said. ‘‘It is not new in
the history of the human mind for a
doctrine, more or less reasonable, to be
professed for a time by a ¢ i
number of enlightened men : but r‘
creed to maintain itself for ages
preserving the adhesion of men of
learning of all countries and times, of
minds differing and divided on other
points, is a phenomenon mnot to be
found outside the Catholic Church
Nowhere else can be found such an ex
traordinary combination of knowledge
in union with faith, of geniusin will
ing submission to authority : no
where else can be found existing for
centuries an uninterrupted series ol
enlightened minds ever in union with
the doctrines of one Church and ever
submissive to her guidance.” That
the Church owes her preservation as
little to natuaal causes as she owes her
propagation, is clear from the fact that
every power on earth has vainly con-
spired to effect her ruin.

On natural grounds, it would not be
surprising had the fabric of some one
or other of the sects which rose from
age to age outlived the touch of time,
their whole task usually consisting in
reflecting such doctrines as the mind
finds any difficulty in accepting or ad
mitting, in abolishing the duty of
obedience to anthority, and in dispen-
sing with that humiliation of self-accu
sation, atonement, and restitution, on
which the Church insists, and which iz
80 opposed to the malice and envy of
the natural man. Still, we see thes
sects subject to endless changes, and
liable to final dissolution. Aund what
they, with all their resources, with al
the strength afforded by tery of
human weakness, were unable I
a couple of centuries of the Church has
done these 1,500 years, under every
sky, in every clime, amongst all races
in every nook and corner of the globe
She links the most different and dis
tant nations into one great society, the
individual members ot which all agree
in doctrine and morals, and areready to
submit to the decisions of the supreme
tribunal of faith. She hasseen the rise
and fall of mighty empires, of splendid
dynasties, has stood the ebb and flow
of a thousand generations and remains
unshaken in the wild stream of time,
one, Catholic, holy—‘¢all fair, oh my
beloved ! The work of man must of
necessity have fallen in the endles
wars waged by ceaseless hate and the
unwearied efforts of ten thousand ad-
versaries.

To be convinced that the Church is
divinely guarded, and to realize the
everabiding presence of the Omnipo
tent with her, one needs but to recall
the rage of the Jewish synagogue
against the infant Church, or the
crimson annals of pagan Rome, Yet,
what were even these persecutions
compared to the tangled maze of
error, the subtle nets of intrigue laid
out by wily heresies and sects, es
pecially when backed by the temporal
power, as in the case of the Arians?
But never could one erroneous opin
ion, one iota of wuntruth, one false
principle be forced on the Church,
or steal into her creed, no matter how
high the renown of the teacher
Explain the mysteries on human
grounds ! Why were the weapons of
pagan philosophy so soon blunted ?
Why was the trinmph of infidelity,
carefully and systematically plauned
in the eighteenth century, so short
lived 7 What of that vaunted science
ridiculing what it called ‘‘ The Anti-
quated Iolly of Rome?” To convict
the Church of contradictions, it sub-
mitted her every doctrine to scientitic
dissection, searched antiquity, bur-
rowed into the earth, criticised each
line of Holy Writ., Yet where now is
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were educated in a manner bef
their rank, and as man
humble birth were trained for theu

abbey lands were let, often at a merely
nominal rent, to tenants who, un«
these landlords, wora

testant rule ? In 1550, the Pr

to hundreds of tt
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telling expression to their loft
ments and aspirations, to th

St. iiv rN? u»iAhn: one cannot name
the constellations which g
heavenly s
educated bec
cal force alone was wholly inadequate

rogressed new means of leading a
supernatural life, new evidences of
he devotion and self sacrifice of her
hildren.

Early, indeed, we meet with Chris-
ians, who, like St. John the Baptis

devoted their lives to piety and pen-
ance far from worldly turmoil. The
course of events gave more regular
form to the study and practi
ious perfection, by the observance of
the Evangelical couns
spirit of the faith naturally and logic
ally led. The Father of monastic life
in the West was St. Denedict, born in
the fifth century, and his rules were
generally adoptec
to spend their ti
teaching, in manual labor, and in re
ceiving instruction in the practic
Christian virtue. To the unwear
labors of the monks in transcribing
the works of ancient authors we are in-
debted for innumerable treasures of
iquity. When barbarous hordes |
threatened to sweep away every trace
of civilization, art and science found a
ready sheiter, a last asylum in the
monasteries. Truly were they th
homes

e of relig

¢1s, to whieh the

The monks were
e in prayer, reading,

of

of le arn ing and r‘i\'iuf st

more

versities at the abt expense. The

from the
forest laws. How faithfully the monks
ischarged their duty to the poor may

bu gathered from the beggary which

Il on the lower order
teries were swept av

when the mon

Have mattters improved under Pro

Bishop of R
brutal ignorar
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pt as the ~(1‘)~.

¢ before w
misery of the poor man more i
+ the conditions of their da

more hopelessly degraded.” Think of

that, ye revilers of the ‘‘ Dark Ages!

And sad though that picture is, there
is another still more sad, the natural
outcome of a sect cradled in sensual

lity
and immorality : but in these columns
let its hideous face be turned to the
wall. The ages of faith gave a most
senti-
belief

that to labor is to pray, in

towering domes which they prr»duud
in full perfection. These glorious
buildings rose into endles

space with
slim sh afts of gathered columns and

airiest window-tracery, and summoned

to the praise of the Creator every
branch of nature. Wreaths of plants

and flowers twined round the massive
stones : birds and animals peered
forth ; saints smiled from chiselled

niches ; carven angels linked man's
thoughts with heaven. Wherever the
eye turned it met the cross, on the
summit of the lofty tower or in the
heart of the sculptured blossom unfold
ing in its shape.

These splendid structures tower up
wards, telling the eternal ste
Europe once achieved and

too, other edifices
grander kind, sourir l
heights, and bearing an even

sublime witness to the gl the
faith — th pendous in ctua
domes, those exquisite spiritual edi-

m'«‘» nr.- ted by St. Thomas Aquinas,
St. atherine ienna, St. There

ter in the
In '.h""[lr.l“l‘ ages, the
ne convinced that physi

to check the progress of Christianity
and scientific weapons were introduced
into the conflict. Lucian, the Syrian,
in the second century ridiculed Chiis
tianity.  Celsus, Crescens, Philostre
tus and numerous others attached it
with the weapons wielded in later
times by Panlus, Strauss, Voltaire and
Renan.

The methods of heresy vary little.
We know that pagan Rome was drunk
with the blood of martyrs ; that, as one
of her emperors said, the Christians
went to the torture like bees to the
hive ; and that, nevertheless, they
tiiumphed. Fraudand forceand falsh
hood, mockery and misrepresentation,
spent themselves in against the Rock
of Peter.

We find the same page of blood and
glory in the annals of our own country,
when the Reformers exhau every
means to stamp out the ancient Faith,
when the State, with all its force and
power, set itself against *‘ a hundred
pale students, each with the rosary at
his girdle and the crucifix in his har
and mowed them down like stubble.
Again the Church triumphs : the line
of ** pale students ;" is unbroken : the
Faith lives on.  And in our own days
we hear of its bitter foes lamenting
‘“the powerlessness of Protestantism to
resist the progress of Rome,” and we be-
hold the fulfillment of theScriptural pro
phecy and promise : ‘‘The children
of them that edict Thee shall come bow-
ing down te Thee.” During the wars
between Persia and Rome no stone was
left unturned to throw suspicion on the

ed |

Christians, whosoever withdrew from
Pagan worship, was cried down as a
traitor to his country, and for thirty
years the eword of the executioner was
in constant action.

Bigotry always assumes the mask of
Patriotism when it wishes to deala
blow at the Catholic Church., It was
employed as a pretext for the Julian
and Elizabethan pe
Purussia ; and it serves as a
screen for the intolerar
tlemen who to-day profe
appointment of a Catholic Postmaster
| or Lord Mayor, an imperilling of the
liberties and glory of this mag
empire—of w whose history they obvi-
ously know little. A yet more strik-
ing'nzmir‘;_\- between the meth
ancient and modern persecutio
afforded by what historians tell
the cruelty and violence perpetrated
against the Christians under the sway
of the Emperor Julian. He removed
| them from all public enjoyment of trust
;d--pxiwd 'b»‘m of mur rights
{ vented them by law from “teachi
t

]

from sending their children to any
pagan schools: they were not to
ialf;{h: poetry, art, science or
Does it not read like a sec
laws passed by gracious Prot
reigns against our Cathol
fathers 7 Under Julian, and u
James I, of England, Catholic
removed f rnf
nder Jul t
olic children to attend pa,’an s
and forbade Catholies to teach :
reign of William IIL it was e
that ‘“if a Catholic kept a
taught any perso
i ure, or i
the
le by banish:
ped from banish
to be hanged as a fel

hose who h

tal " mem

strengthe just.
pon that is formed agzainst
prosper, and every ton
e in judgment thou shalt condemn.
So it was that the Arian heresy,
which fell to pieces and the Church re
mained : so with Nestorius, with Euty-
ches, and with the ards shall
it be now. DBut the clamor dies, the
mist passes : the Napoleonic dynasty is
gone : and the successor of Peter is

in his old place, “ | saying \m-- at
th

3 tomb of the Apostles.” The con-
flict of truth and error is always the
same. No sooner had the civil power
laid aszide the ensanguined sword of
persect than the Church had

confront swelling ranks of heresy
In

ted an impres
spectacle. The
and sacred lore
which distir nguis hed the greater num
ber of these ecclesiastics, and especially
the marks of the late persecution which
many bore in their limbs, could not
fail to increase the confidence which
the Christian world reposed in its
assembled pastors,

Here the rising star of St. Athana-
sius attracted attention by his lucid
exposition of the controverted points
of doctrine. Here was drawn up and
adopted that solemn definition of Faith
known as the Nicere Creed, said daily
in the Mass, wherein the Son was de-
clared ‘‘consubstantial with the
Father,” an expression which waived
all abiguity and admitted of no suk-
terfuge. The Church having success-
fully defended the divinity of our Lord
was speedily called on to answer an
attack upon His Blessed Mother
Nestorius taught, as do many heretics
to day, that she was ounly Mother of
Christ as man, and had no claim to the
title ‘‘ Mother of God. this bold
innovation, a general ery of indigna
tion broke from tk » faithful.

character of sanc

.‘;;\.\ ft

In 131 a General uncil assembled at
Ephesus, on the Solemn Feast of Pente-
Celestine g two

1 a priest as his legates, and

ordering St. Cyril to pre The

Fathers of the Council chose for their
sessions the Cburch which by its very
name—*‘ Mary the Mother of God "—
bore tastimony to the old Catholic faith
in the Blessed Virgin's prerogatives.
Nestorious was excommunicated and
the sentence was at once published.
According to an mcnun' given by St.
Cyril himself * crowds of people
waited from daybreak to nightfall the
decision of the Council.” When that
became known, the whole crowd broke

into heartfelt applause.
the Church late at night,
J ‘‘ they formed a prr.
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Parents Must have Rest,

A President of one of our Colleg 3
"We spent many sleepless nights in conse.
Iu“nm- of our children sutfering from colds,
but this never occurs now : 4 S y
Lmulu n (md it quickly relieves I ulmunm‘)
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“("v- of my sick headaches,” 3

people nw;mn"

J ‘:.[Ax.n' was hopele ssly
s a matter of fact, Ayer's Pills
relieve sick headache
cause of this dis
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A Queen wili buy only the
best of everything. Queen
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0. LABELLE,

MERCHANT TAILOR
372 Richmond Street,

Good Business Suits from $15 upwards, The
bhest goods and careful workmanship.

REID’S HARDWARE

For Grand Rapids Carpet Sweepers
Mlp‘nuv Carpet Sweepers
Sinceperette, the latest
\\'rinzvrn Mangles

Cutlery, ete.

118 DUNDAS STREET, North Side.
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Highest Awards at World’s Fair
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Ayer’s Sarsapavillajforti !

FOR TWENTY-SIX YEARS

POWDER

THECOOK'SBESTFRIEND

LARGEST SALE IM CANADA

St © Tengns
The O'Keefs Brewery CO. of To
SPECIALTIES :
High-class English andiBavarian Hoppad A
XXX Porter and Stout.
Pilsener:Lager of world-wide reputation.
E. 'UKP}Z;‘F. W.HAwkE, J.G.GissoxN
>y \ K :
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"“UHFSL‘ EBLL M"X AI L(,“

ﬁoﬂll:\\E UE] L I‘Ul \"B\ BAL’?X!OHE ID.

PLUMBING WORK
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Pictorial Lives of the Saints

The Catho]iﬁ{ezgx; Jr One Year
For $8.00.

The Pletorial Lives of the Saiuts contaiug
Redections for Every Day in the Year, Tae
book is compiled from * Butler's Lives" and
other approved sources, to which are added
Lives of the Ameriean Saints, recently
placed on the Calendar for the U I\llt‘d \'maﬂ
b) special petition of the Third Plennry
Couneil of Iml(mvmu; and also the Lives ol
the Saints ‘anonize \l tn 1881 l»\ His Holinesa
Pnpt‘ Leo Imary
Shea, LL.D, ispieca
of the Holy Family and pearly four hundred

other il ustrations. El ntly bound in
cloth., Greatly admired by our Hol¥
. Pope Leo X1II.,w sent his speeial
ng to the publishers; and approved by

1y Archhishops and Bishops,
The above work will be sent to any of onf
subseribe and will also give them credis

for a yea subseription on THE CATHOLIO
R:CORD, on receipl of Three Dollars, We
will in all cases prepay carriage,

Rhnn d be used, if H is desired to make the
Finest Class of &ems—Rolls, Biscuit, Pan:
cakes, Johnny Cakes, Pie Crust, Boiled
Paste, ete. Light, sweet, snow-white and dis
i‘r stible food results rmm the use of Cook’s
iend, Guaranteed free from alum. Ask you?
grocer for MoLaren's Cook's Friemd.

MAN'S NEED O}

fun on the multitude
thing to eat dlI i
away tasting, lcg '1\. taintin t
Matt, av. 92.)

1f our Divine Lord werc
in the f{l to-day, walki
men, 2s He did nineteen ce
“v would, no doubt, hav
the multitudes, attr

stness of His divine
lu' woul 1l see at His feet :
miserable millions embod
kind's collected woe not on!
the blind, the lame and m
themselves down before
bealed, but crowding aro
multitude of those who hav
eat. Compassion would a
minant aud rule supreme i
Heart, and who can dou
Healer of mankind would ¢
healing the sick, not sen
others fasting ?

1 will not dwell here on
in the present asin bygon
is scarcely much differen
vastness in numbers of tho
ally, in plain Gospe I lang
nothing to eat.” 1 will ox
if the percentage of the poo
of those hungering for
bread, has remained un
great as in the past, it is
prevalent, all but unive
gain, If, then, the wret
dependent upon others m
than themselves, their reli
to make those who help the
Curist. DBut though withc
the wretched multitude m
fasting and fainting, tl
truth is not the whole trut
state of things is still w
we consider likewise, as
the spiritual and moral co
oreater number of thoss
yundance—that is, that a
bread aud meat and the
things of this life —we fin
other sense of the divin
have nothing to eat. Ify
able to read their souls,
seen that, in spite of thei
ness, they still are spirit
owing to the void in their

In this world there is n
can fill the desire of
There is, then, not only t
their fainting by the wa
are in reality vast num
who have fallen, who at e
are falling, by the waysi
from true lite.

We then discover thi
more deplorable than the
having nothing to eat in
sense, so many fall awa)
in God. In the truer an
ystical gense of the
there are millions toda
nothing to eat, who go a
faint, and who even die

The expérience of pas
me out when I say that C
satisfy the mnecessities of
heart and the aspirati
soul.

in vain has mankind
live without its Creator
says the venerable Fath
‘‘the devil disguised hi
presenting himself to th
idols, asthe author and
everything in the world.
in modern, in our time
tried to fill the void withi
which they substituted
nobody has succeeded, nc
ceed without God. Th
attempt of man to dec
heart and soul into the b
thing but God will still hi
caused only wretchednes!
misery.

The truth then is: T
multitudes are without
Christ, by their own faul
not follow Him out to th
not lister. to His words,
them ; will not ask for g
and be filled with truth.
in deluded self-satisfac
bustle of life, in the ent
passion or business, they
run on in some faint, ha
desiring the truth but
Apostle says, coming to |
of it. But we, by God’
the truth, we have ea
filled ; oh ! let us prizo i
all be faithrul to it—for ¢
Blessed are you, not bec
the trath, not solely bec
sess it, but blessed are y
it, you live up to it.
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Religious Resurgen

The Guardian, speal
ligious reaction in Italy,

“Itis a time of p1
future, and the Churcl
the occasion. Before
commemoration of the 1
rificed at Ambo Alagia,
has been forgotten.
country masses have b
the Pope himself more
pressed his sympathy a
the defenders of Macalle
indeed, has triumph af
register in the past ye
now two Capuchin chaj
to each brigade in Afri
are again entering the
where as authorized te
ion (in Milan thousands
manded religious inst
Genoa of all the scholar
six refused it); the
early everywhere are |
the Clericals, who hay
part of Northern Italy
federation by means
banks, which are strictl)
in the towns young me
springing up, and ir
other places, the Corp
cession has been restor
terval of twenty years.




