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THE HOUSE OF BETHLEHEM.

}, As a great deal of misapprehen-
. sion exists ia regard of the closing of

- {842 the House of Bethlehem in Ottawa,
T il 8 & we deem it a duty to state, notwith-
; | standing the wicked insinuations of
# & the bigoted, that the institution did
* good work and was only prevented
& from doing uiore by causes over
" which the good sisters had no con-
| trol. At the meeting of the Ottawa
"Oity Council held on the 19th inst.,
! the following report from the medical
committee appointed to visit the House
of Bethlehem was read: —

In compliance with your request, we
the undersigned have examined into the
foundling institution on Anglesea Square
known as Bethlehem, and beg leave to
{ rt as follows :—

1, That this institution has been in
" existence, under the management of the
" Grey Nuns of this city, since October,
1878, The interior of this building we
found scrupulously clean and tidy. The
room wherein are now placed the infants
! under their charge is on the second floor,
" and on the 9th instant, the day of our
|} Wisit, it was occupied by thirteen little
| ones, attended te by two sisters and six
' pervants as nurses, The ages of these
children varied from a few days to a few
‘weeks old, their physical np})earance being
" in accord with the length of time of occu-
pancy of their present quarters, the latest
" arrivals being the healthiest looking. The
| ' area of this room, in our estimation, was
sufficient to insure enough breathing air to
the occupants thereof.

2, That since October, 1579, to October
last, this institution has received 739
' children, the great majority of whom
. came from alying-in iustitution situated
!~ on the Richmond Road in the Township

| ' of Napean, and known as the House of
i ﬁiercy, a small proportion from the city
nd the balance from the surrounding
! | country. At thetime of our visit, half-
t eleven a. m, a child was admitted
Etlo this institution, born that very
morning at five o’clock in the village of
L'Original, about fifty ni'cs distant from
Dttawa,

The records of this institution furnish
:he following information, showing the
aumber of children received yearly, the
aumber placed out, the number who died,
and the number remaining at the end of
ach year:
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870—188). 122 15 17

880—1881 152 33 17

881—1882 171 8 e

B82—1883... 199 21 18

‘otal recelved. ........ 739
‘otal deaths............ ... 644

After the first year the number of deaths
3 computed not only from the number
eceived the year following, but to this
aust be added the number remaining at
he end of the previous year. Thus in
880-81 the number of deaths, 152, is not
nly resulting from the number of chil-
red received that year, but to this must
e added the number remaining at the
nd of the year 1879-80, the above figures
iving a mortality rate of something over
44 per cent,
3. That we consider the above high rate
f mortality as the inevitable result of the
ry nursing system of the infants in the
astitution under consideration; the causes
thich, in our opinion, have coperated to
ring about these rcsults, are:
| 1st. The want of nourishment from the
| tother,
2nd. The low state of vitality and often-
| | 'mes diseased condition of many of the
i ifants received. ;
{ 3. The location of said institution, in
ur estimation, not being the most suit-
;. ole to serve the purpose of the delicate
sk undertaken, in the great majority of
ses of death, we are convinced, has been
srangement of the digestive functions,
' complications brought about by dis-
ders of that part of the system.
As corroborative of this statement, we
ve the pleasure of appending here a re-
rt from Drs, Prevost and Valade, who
ve been medical attendants to this in-
tution.
4. Though exonerating the ladies in
arge of this institution from all blame,
lieving that they, to the hest of their
ility, done all thatlay in their power
best serve the interest of humanity; we
3 of opinion, however, that the system
elf is impracticable and faulty, being
sductive of negative results, so far as
aining the chief object in view, the
ing of the infant’s life; therefore we
uld recommend that the House of Beth-
1 em, as a foundling institution, be closed,
bl | 1 that no children be received there
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i der the present system of dry nursing,

i After careful consideration and as the

" g { 1 ult of practical experience, we are of
£ . nion that in order to effect a greater

7 o ing of life it is necessary that the child

nourished at the breast, this method

oracing the only certain weans of les-

ing infant mortality.

| 8] B. RosILrarp, M. D.,
Med, Health Officer.

{1 J. A, GraNt, M. D,

e | R. W, Powerr, M. D.

b F, X, Varapg, M. D.

¥ ' i Haxyerr Hinn, Ch,

QR L. C. Prevost, M, D.
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undersigned, physicians to the Bethlehem
Asylum, according to the wish expressed
by the committee,bave the honor to submit
the following observations concerning this
institution :

Founded in 1579 by the Grey Nuns,
who everywhereand always so generously
lavish the treasures of their zeal and
charity, this little hospital, destined to
gather the infants deprived by circum-
stances, from their birth, of the care of
their mothers, has had from the beginning
numberless obstacles to surmount,

The scanty means at the disposal of the
sisters allowed them at first to shelter the
little ones in an establishment altogether
too small for the always increasing num-
ber. Notwithstanding the most assiduous
care, the majority of them died durin
the two or three months after their arrival,

The sisters did not hesitate to make
further sacrifices in order to place their
little foster onee in the best possible condi.
tion, and built, at their own expense, as
spacious a ward as their means would aliow
and which we considered as sufficiently
suitable with regard to bygiene.

All the children were submitted to a
uniform artificial feeding, modified ac-
cording to circumstances, such as cow’s
milk more or less diluted, always auﬁrlied
lI? the same animal for the same children.

estle’s food and even goat’s milk occa-
sionally. )

In consulting the report of the institu-
tion, we see that the mortality of 1579.80
was on an average 794, per cent; in 1880~
81, 51 per cent; 1881-82 97 per cent; 1852-
83, 89 per cent. 3

This deplorable 1esult does not surprise
us after all. It agrees with the statistics
of all other foundling hospitals, where
dry nursing is in use, and where the per
centage of death in some reaches as high
as a hundred.

Almost all the children succumbed to
diseases of the digestive organs, such as
catarrhal enterties, gastro enterties, dysen-
tery and so on.  Rarely they lived more
than two or three months and perished in
the most extreme state of emaciation.

We succeeded in saving all the children
who had the good fortnne of being nursed
by their mothers, for at least the first two
or three months of their existence; the two
weeks of maternal feeding required of late
by the Local Government always proved
to be utterly insufficient.

The endeavors that we, as well as the
Sisters, have made to diminish this great
mortality, brought us to the conclusion
that wet nursing is the only means of ob-
taining this result and of saving the lives
of infants in cities.

F, X, Varapg, M. D,
L. C. Prevost, M. D.

From the statements of these dis-
tinguished medical gentlemen it will
be clearly scen that no blame what-
ever attaches to the good risters, All
the blame lies with the unfortunate
pavents, and with the depravity of
society itsel!,  With ail due defer-
ence to the views of the learned gen-
tlemen above named we may be per-
mitted to doubt the wisdom of the
course they recommend and which is
to be carried out. Crime will suffer
no diminution from the adoption of
this course, nor will the interests
either temporal or spiritual of the
unfortunate children born out of wed-
lock be improved.

Since the above writing we Lave
rend with amazemant an article in
the True Witness dealing with this
subject. The article bears the sen-
sational heading, “ACanadian Tewks-
bury House,” and contains statements
80 extraordinary that we can hardly
believe that the author understood
whereof he wrote. Ile says:

“There is an institution at Ottawa,
known as the Bethlehem for the Friend-
less ; but if figures mean anything, the
institution is nothing short of being a
human abattoir, and throws the infamous
Tewksbury Almshouse completely in the
shade as far as the slaughter of innocents
is concerned. According to the official
report of the Government Inspector there
were one hundred and ninety-three infants
admitted to this living tomb during the
year of 1882, and out of that number
only twenty-two of the little waifs lived
to sec New Year’s Day of 1883, Just
think cf it—one hundred and seventy-one
out of one hundred and ninety-thiee to
have died during the space of one year! ! !
Such a death-rate even in a foundling
asylum is abnormal and is highly suggest-
ive of crime aiding nature to do away
with the little innocents. We see it
stated by a contemporary that since Jan-
uary, 1550, no less than 500 (iive hundred)
infants have Dbeen hushed in the sleep of
death, This mortality is alarming and
calls for the immediate attention of the
authorities, A rigid inspection of this
slaughter-house should be made at once,
and a strict investigation made into its
record, its operations and the conduct of
its management, While the Government
is making extraordinary efforts to secure
a share of European emigration, it stands
by and witnesses this wholesale destruc-
tion of matives without making the
slightest endeavor to ascertain wherein
lies the root of the evil. Itis evidently
time for the authorities to take action in
the matter and fix the responsibility where
it belongs.”

The good sisters, asany one who
knows the Grey Nunsg will readily
believe, are ashamed neither of the
figures nor facts. The mortality
has been great, but not greater than
nor even as great as in other estab-
lishments of the kind, We have be-
fore us tho testimony of eminent
medical gentlemen that infants with-
out maternal nursing have but the
feeblest chance of life. If this be so
of children born under healthy con-
ditions, what must be said of chil-
dren born in conditions the very op-
posite ? It is indeed painful to think

of an institution that has done so

large an amount of good, under cir-
cumstances the most unfavorable, as
the House of Bethlehem, should be
termed an “abattoir,” to have it com-
pared to the blood-stained Tewksbury
Almshouse, and to have it stated by
such a journal as the True Witness
that the death rate within its walls
is highly suggestive of crime aiding
nature to do away with the little
ones, We stand completely amazed
at the course of our contemporary.
Its article that we have cited is cal-
culated to do injury toa most desery-
ing body of religious ladies. The
Grey Nuns are, however, too well
known in Ottawa, too well known in
the country, to be injured either by
malice or by misapprehension, They
are ready for any investigation that
Government may decide on. Inves-
tigation will serve to bring into
bolder 1eliet their noble works on
behalf of the wretched, the aband-
oned and the fatherless, We feel
assured that our contemporary will,
upon reflection, find no difficulty in
withdrawing statements so ill-
founded and 80 injurious as those
thoughtlessly, we would fain believe,
advanced in its unfortunate “Tewks-
bury” article.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE COMMIS-
SARY APOSTOLIC.

To Le Canadien we are indebted
for some interesting particulars con-
cerning His Exceliency the Commis-
sary Apostolic. His Excellency was
born in 1826 at Moll, in the Province
of Antwerp, Belgium., The distin-
guished prelate made his studies at
the College of Moll, whera he ac-
quired distinction not alone by his
mental acumen, but also by his love
of unremitting toil. Taking the first
place in his classes he every year left
that celebrated institution blessed by
his preceptors and crowned with
laurels.

In 1843 His Excellency entered
the Cistercian Abbey of St. Bernard,
at Bornham, Belgium. The Cister-
cians, as our readers are aware, date
from the year 1109 and have given
the Church a long line of saints and
scholars. Suffice it here to mention
the name of St. Bernard, who by his
piety, learning and cloquence, gave a
special character to his age and be-
came one of the glories of the Church.

After his ordination Father Smeul-
ders was sent to Rome to prosecute
his studies. e reached the Eternal
City in 1855. In 1838 he was cre-
ated Doctor of Theology at the
Roman College, winning that high
distinction by a marvellous display
ot theological learning and intellec-
tual discernment.

After having received his diploma
as Doctor of Theology, he was named
Professor of Philosophy and Theol-
ogy in the monastery of St. Bernard
at the Thermae, Rome. This was a
very important position, demanding
of the appointee the highest knowl-
edge. In 1859 Father Smeulders
was appointed Consultor of the
Sacred Congregation of the Index.
This Congregation, founded in 1571
by Pope Pius V., is composed of men
eminent for piety and learning, and
chosen from all Catholic countries,
and has for object the examination
of all suspected and dangerous books.
Father Smeulders fulfilled the duties
of this position with credit and suc-
cess. In 1862 His Lxcellency re-
turned to Bornham, where he filled
the chair of dogmatic theology. In
1863 he accompanied the Most Rev,
Father Cesari, General of the Cister-
cians, as his secretary, in his visita-
tion of the monasteries of France.
In 1867 Father Smeulders again ac-
companied the Father General in his
visitation of the monasteries ot Aus-
tro-Ilungary and Belgium, In 1868
he proceeded once more to Rome to
act as secretary of the Chapter Gen-
eral of the Order held there in that
year.

On the death of Father Cesari in
the following year, the chapter met
in Vienna to choose his successor.
Thege was a general wish that
Father Smeuldets should succeed to
tho position, but the humble relig-
ious declined the honor.

Notwithstanding His Excellency’s
well known love of retivement, the
Holy See, appreciating his virtues
and talonts, named him in 1880 Con-
sultor of the Sacred Congregation of
the Propaganda, and in 1882 Consul-
tor of the Sacred Congregation on

Orienial Rites. Besides these honors
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His Excellency has been often
charged with affairs of the utmost
importance by the Sucred Congrega-
tion of Rites, and by that of Bishops
und regulars, In 1883 he was
appointed to his present important
and delicate mission, & mission which
we may safely tru-t will give satis-
faction to all portions of the Church
1n the Province of Quebec.

THE REAL DYNAMITERS.

We know of no punishment too
great for the concocters of dynamite
stories, The latest comes trom
British Columbiu, and is the most
absurd we have yet hoard. All these
stories are evidently devised by
needy office holders, or office seekers
looking for some sort of advancement
or a livelihood at public expense.
The government owes it to itself and
to the people to institute a rigid en-
quiry into these dynamite reports.
The parties guilty of their invention
should meet with no mercy. They
are the veriest criminals, for whom
no penalty can be too severe. If
government of itself take no action,
Parliament should at its next session
call for the fullest enquiry.

THE NEWSPAPER OF TO0-DAY.

Our daily journals are to be ad-
mired for the enterprise they dis-
play in collecting and publishing

news. Bat there seems to be on the

part ot many of them an unhealthy
purpose to procure for their readers
that which is not really news, but a
simple recital of scandal. The fact
15 that muny of the papersof the day
are as dangerous to public morality
as if ex professo published for the pro-
pagation of immorality, We have
been forcibly struck by the reflec:
tions on this subject of a correspond-
ent to an American journal, who asks:

“Is it necessary thata daily paper should
publish all the items that it receives, by
wire or otherwi-e ? It is true that thisis
a natural development of the uewsp:\{)er,
but it does not follow that it should be
indulged or encouraged. In its early
days, the press could command so few
sources of contemporaneous history that
thers was no danger of excess in this
direction. Mails were few, local interests
more paramount than now, and the little
space not needed for Governmental and
neighborhood news was filled up with
reading matter which books n ow supply.
But the telegraph has changed all this,
In every city and village sits an agent of
apparently the discretion of the average
reporter, at once a telephonic auricle and
oracle, prepared to collect and diffuse the
local news that interests his neighbors.
This is well enough; but what is a man-
aging editor for, if not to select trom these
masses of facts and rumors, poured in
from all quarters of the globe, those which
may be of value to his readers? It can be
foreseen that with the extension of the
telegraph some such selection must in
time be ‘compulsory. Is it too soon to
begin 7

These are very pertir.ent questions
that editors of many dailies ask them-
selves, but seem powerless to answer,
Many of them feel ashamed of items
that from time to time appear in the
columns of their papers, and whose
appearance is simply due to a want
of supervisionon their part.

The correspondent just quoted, as-
suming that it is necessary that all
things coming over the wires should
be published, proceeds to say :

“Ifit be, at least such an arrangement of
these items might be made as would
lighten the labors of those who take their
paper for desirable information. Stock,
dnd merchandise and shipping news, mar-
riages and deaths, and other classes of ad-
vertisements, have each their special place;
and the regular reader knows where to
turn at once to find what he wants of each.
Why 1ot pursue the same system with
the general news ? Let there De, say, a
heading for theatrical and sporting events;
another for items concerning the drama
(often quite distinet from the theatre),
music, the arts of design, and literature;
another for politics; another for fires,
accidents, railway and marine disasters,
epidemics, and physical calamities gener-
ally. Especially should there be a de-
partment for defalcations, robberies, mur-
ders, suicides, rapes, hangings, matrimon-
inl scandals, and other moral disasters,
Let this be headed, as poisons are labelled,
with death’s head and cross-bones, so that
it may be avoided. The work on this
section, thus made a specialty, would be
a good school for training up, not only
cditors of criminal newspapers, but heroes
for their future volumes, as public execu-
tions, madeso now by reporters, provide
for their own rcrrudnctiou. Lastly,
another space would include whatever
might lie outside of these limits,—and
probably it would be short, History
seems to find no occupation in times and
places of peace, order and prosperity.”’

We do not, of course, desire to
speak here at all of papers specially
published to pander to the depraved
tastes of the vitiated classes of soci-
oty. Wespeak of the ordinary dail-
ies, and must, while giving their pub-
lishers all credit for their enterprise,
declare that these papers in many
cases, by their publication of matter
unfit to be read, inflict grievous in-

jury on society and religion, The
publication ot the details of every
crime and scandal is to our mind a
greater wrong than the crime or
scandal initself, Journalists at their
annual meetings could not do better
than give some little time to the dis-
cussion of this subject with the view
of removing the evil on all sides
complained of.

THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

Not in twenty years has the same
interest that is now shown on the
School question been manifested in
this province, We are glad of this
awakening. It is, we feel confident,
the prelude of a reign of justice and
equality. Elsewhere will be found
extracts from the Toronto World and
Ottawa Citizen on the subjest of the
amendments set forth by us as re-
quired by the Catholics of Ontario
in the existing school laws, and also
an excerpt from an article in the
Hamilton Tribune, reverely criticis-
ing the Mowat government, particu-
larly as to its educational policy.
The World reminds us that there is
not in Ontario a Protestant system
of education as there is a Catholic
system in  Quebec. Admitting
that there is not a Protestant system,
there is, at all events, in Ontario a
clearly defined non-Catholic system,
and the principle of a purely Catho-
lic system of education has been ac-
knowledged by the establishment of
Separate Schools, We have not made
any proposal looking to the breaking
up of the public school system. For
those who believe in public, or, as
they love to call them, non-sectarian
schools, we say, let them have them
But Catholics do not, and cannot in.
conscience, believe in the non-denom-
inational system. Does the World, we
ask, believe in freedom of conscience?
We may remind our contemporary
that if each church “ran its own
little educational machine” the work
would be better done than it is now,
When the World states that the
school privileges we now enjoy were
granted as a matter of expediency
and not of right, it speaks without a
knowledge of the facts. We refer
our contemporary to the debates on
the School question in the old Par-
liament of Canada for enlightenment
on the subject. As far as the World's
threat goes that the legislature
should, under certain circumstances,
deprive us of the rights we now en.
Jjoy, we simply state that if any such
attempt were made Confederation
were not worth a month’s lease.

In regard of the Citizen’s com-
ments, we may, while thanking our
contemporary for its kind personal
reference, state that we nowise
assume to speak for tho hierarchy.
The bishops of Ontario will, in their
own good time, if to them it seem
prudent, deal with the subject on
their own behalf. We may, however,
declare that we know we speak on
this subject the sentiments of the
great body of the Catholics of Onta-
rio, Mr., Mowat has not been
approached by us cither directly or
indirectly on the subject. We regard
the matter as one above all party
interest so far as we are concerned.
But we feel, however, free to affirm
that the party which will first
boldly and courageously deal with
the school question in a spirit of jus.
tica wil! deserve not only the com-
mendation, but the gratitude of all
good citizens and Catholics, The
Hamilton Tribune’s strictures on the
government we cite for the purpose
of showing the strong feeling on all
sides provailing in favor of educa-
tional retorm. The Tribune's talk
of an alliance between the govern-
ment and the Catholic hierarchy is
simply absurd, No sich alliance,
even in the remotest form, exists, or
has at any time existed, While
having great regard for Mr. Crooks
personally, he will, we trust, be soon
superseded by some younger and
more efficient minister. 1In fact, the
entire department needs a thorough
cleansing.

We are specially glad to notice
the interest taken in the subject of
University education. A corres-
pondent of the Globe, writing from
Brantford, lately enunciated some
truth, unfortunately beclouded by a
great deal of ervor:

Since we are likely, he says, to havea
reconsideration of our Higher Education,
it will be much better to have our system
based on a solid foundation, which will

admit of being built upon and expanded
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without interfering with the principles
underlying it. Any system that requires
to be patched up every year or two will
never produce satisfactory results,

A leading source of weakness in our
present system of National Education,
felt by many good people, is, that the
Church bas not its rightful place or influ-
ence in it. That it should Be a factor is
fully recognized even by our own statutes,
1t is recognized in our Separate Schools, in
the permission given to clergymen to
visit the schools, and in the permission to
introduce the Bible,

With reference to the first, it is well
known that the Church of Rome has ever
adhered to the principle of control in
education, and were it not that the con-
trol claimed is absolute, and that this
Church does not adapt this principle to
the different relations which must exist
between Church and State in different
countries, the contention is a just one,

The second form of recognition has
been a dead letter, and 'well that it has
been, because experience has already
proved that it is very unwise,

With reference to the Bible (and with
all due deference to many able advoeates
in favour of introducing it into our public
schools,) I fear that the evils complained
of will not be removed by its introduc-
tion. It would be preferable to obtain
the results desired by examining the foun-
tain head, and making pure the source
which influences the character of our
uational schools, Let the church but
exercise a direct influence in moulding
the character of, and in giving true in-
spiration to, the men and women who are
to be entrusted with the training of our
children and it need not have any fears
for the safety of our public or high
schools, Owing to the various sects into
which the Church is divided in our coun-
try, the point of contact between the
Church and State must not be in our
schools composed of these various ele-
ments ; hence Separate Schocls and relig-
ious instruction other than that given by
the teacher are wrong in principle, and
would destroy our educational system.

This leads me to the position already
stated, that we must have denominational
schools, but these must occupy a sphere
strictly their own, when they are free, It
has in a measure solved itself already.
Our denominational colleges, as Principal
Grant well observed in an address the
other day, in Kingston, “have not been
established merely for denominational
ends, but for the highest public motives,”

It is here where we want the recognition
of the Church’s equal rights in the matter
of education. With the reconstruction of
our University system upon a Provincial
basis, in which the Denominational Col-
leges will stand on an equal footing in
matters of examinations and degrees with
the State-endowed College, we may safel
entertain the hope that University Col-
lege, for the present, will have ample
funds from its present endowment of
nearly half a million dollars.

By the united action of all the colleges,
including University College, a recon-
struction can be effected, and a cope stone
placed to our educational system of which
we may have reason to be proud. It can-
not be treated with indifference, for should
it come to an issue in asking for addi-
tional aid from the Legislature, the results
will in all probability be, no action but
much wrangling. And if the present
system is allowed to run its course the
country will be spending an amount in
education which does not produce in any
commensurate degree the results it ought

to.

This worthy  writer evidently
knows nothing of the relations which
should subsist between Church and
state, and very little, if anything, as
to the control claimed by the Church
in matters of education, or he had not
written his scatter-brain paragraph
in regard thereof. Then he pro-
nounces himself in favor of religious
education, but

declares separate
schools and

religious instruction
other than that given by the teacher
wrong in principle? We must also
remind the Branttord correspondent
of the Globe that it is impossible to
have a denominational system of ed-
ucation without denominational uni-
versitics.  And there ought not to
be denominational universities, re-
cognized by law, without denominae=
tional schools, elementary and inter-
mediate, also fully recognized by
law. The Brantford writer lays
down the following programme for
University education in Outario:

What we want:—

1. A University of Ontario.

2. University College, Toronto.

3. The denominational colleges now ex-
ercising University powers,

_4, All these colleges afliliated to the
University of Ontario,

5. One million dollars as a further en-
dowment for university education. The
income to be distributed berween the de-
nominational colleges doing university

work, according to the most equitable plan
that can e devised.

6. The first and third examinations
conducted by the respectiye colleges, the
second and final by the Senate of the
University of Oatario,

7. Uniformity of fees—say forty dollars
from each University student annually,

8. University College, Toronto, not to
draw on public fands for scholarships,
I;ut. create a fund from private donations,
which will give sufiicient scope for the
liberality of its friends. The other col.

leﬁcs to provide and determine their own
scholarships,

Such a programme might, if re-
duced to practice, meet the views of
non-Catholics. Of Catholics it
never can. What we require is a
Catholic  University, pure and
simple, with our just share of state
aid. We have now at loust one Col-
lege in actual existence with Univer-
sity powers. With a due share of
state endowment that institution, or
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