FOUR

E)

THE

CATHOLIC

[ woall'
A

MAY 14, 1021

The Catholic Record |

Price of
United B

Publishor &

| peth Conference and in
| it is, however, no

|
deaw

LONDON, SATURDAY, ]

THE CHURCHES AND DIVORCE

In view of the wldéer.reud interest |
and very general discussion aroused
by the attempt fo foist on Ontario
both divorce courte and divorce law,
Social We'tare in its May issue very
appropriately devotes much epace to
an article entitled " What the
Churches nre saying about Divorce. =
Comprehenegive and clear summaries
of the official or quaei official state-
ments of five Churches during the
past year make
reading.

very interesting
Daspite the discordant, indeed |
flatly contradictory interpretations of
Holy Writ, ag fo what Christ Himseltf |
taught in the motter of divorce, thers |
is abundant evidence that the fearless
and forcetul teaching of the Catholic |
Church on’ this matter, as in many
othere, profoundly the
mind and conscience of many outs ide
the visible housebold of the faith.
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unequivooally ¢-matringe of
divorced people isipeo facto adultery. |
It be carefully noted thai
Christ did not say that under no cir
cumstances should eepnration take
place in casa of the adultery of one
of the parties to the marriage. He
merely says that re.marriage afier
divorce entails adultery. It ard
to see how any dialeciical agility can

possibly lead to any concla- |
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poseibly read any other meaning into |
His words. At any rate the Christian
Church has always taken that view |
and it remains the undisputed law of |
the Church to this day.
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ivorce really entails

trom the most serious etep that any-
one can take in this lite, the ocon-
traction of a marriage.

“The conclusion that we are inevit
ably forced to 1 that divorce is abao-
lutely non Christian, in fact it is
more than that, it is not only negn-
tive, but it is positively anti-Chris-
tian.
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we welcome with gratitude.

We are accustomed after all, to the
survival, or the revival of Oathclio
belief and practice in the Church of
England in epite of the heavy hand
of official discouragement. Bub it is
almost startling to find Methodism

| travelling the same road

Yet despite the Methodiet Church
recognition of |
Chrigtian Guardian, March 30th, in
an editorial cuts the scriptural
ground from under the feet of the
Diecipline.

Here are a few extracts :
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“We cannot here go into the claim
of the Romen Catholio Church that
divorce ougbkt not to b
under any circumstances—a rule to
which this Church does not alwsys
iteelf adhere. We that the

ground which our Saviour took on

agsumae

this question, which is followed by
our own snd other Churches, will
continue 8o be the basic of a divorce
law in Caneda.”

The terian doubt-
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The Catholio
Quebec never annulled gingle
marriage in spite of the re peated
charges to the contrary.

The editorial writer in the Chris-
tian Guardian comes pretdy near
grasping the true facts when he
says

“ We must not contuse a declara-
tion that no marriage eves took place
with the dissolution of a marriage
tie once legally establighed.”

Substitute ‘validly’ for ‘legally’ and
you have the distinction that is s0
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| the Christian coneclénce of non-
\ Oatholic Ontario would reject it
| with loathing.

For various reesons the iseue has
| boen obscured, it is not necsesary to
1 go into these rensons here. But who
| has not heard Protestant men and
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The Right Rev. William Hall Moxre-
land, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of
Saocramento, has just made a lucid

| and remarkably forceful statement |

| Canadians.
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on the malter that, though addressed
to Amerioans, shonld be pondered by |
Indeed it 18 likely to|
effec’ much more good in Canada |
where the public conscisnce has not*‘
yet been debauched on this question; |
though it has undoubtedly bren
dulled by familiarity with Amerioan
divorces.
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as & principle is admitted in law.
Bishop Moreland is got indulging in
reckless prophecy, bubt =exercising
calm judgment when he writes :
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“ It easy divorce continues at the
present rate in this country the idenl
of true marriage, as the union of one
man and one woman until death
ghall part, will geadually fade from
the consciousness of the American
people and be replaced by a kind of
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“ Divorces in America in 18584 were |
28 000; in 1916, 114 000,
population the period was
62 of divorces 2
Divorce has increased in the United
States over three and one-half times
a8 fast as the population.

“In the past twenty years 1,883,000
homes have basn wrecked by divorce
in the United States. Since there
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means that 8,767,000 wera separated
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Having obtasined a copy of this
Act the Kiong's Printers at|
Londou, I desire to correct and|
ont the nccount of ils con-
tents given by Sir John Willison in
| The ( Fab-

rYuary.
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Sir John gays: ' Each Parliament |

| musy also create a Senate.” This is

| incorrect. Section 13 says
(1) The Senate of Southern Ireland

be constitufed

phall be ag provided in

ond Schedule to this Act.
‘he Senate of Northern Ireland |
ghall be constituted as provided in
| the Third Schedule to this Aot. ‘
(8) The provieions contaeined in |
| the Fourth Schedule to this Act shall
have effect with respect to the nomi-
nation, election and term of office of
members of the Senates of Southern
Ireland and Northern Ireland.

|
|
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Turning to the Schedules named,
we find the second constitutes the
Southern Senate as follows:

Part I.
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Sennfors:

|
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[he Lord Chancellor of
Ireland, The Lord Mayor of Dublin,
The Lord Mayor of Cork,
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payers or ratepayers (same a8 above.) [

Members His Majesty's Privy |
Council in Ireland of not lees than
two years standing, who are fax
payers or ratepayers, (a8 above) 8
Electors: The members of Hisl
Majesty's Privy Council in Iruluud:
who are taxpayers, or ratepayers: |
( 8 above).

Representatives of County Coun-
¢ilg 14 in all; in Leinster 4 ; Munseter
4 ; Connaught 4 ; Counties of Done-
gal, Monaghean and Cavan,
Electors, The members of County |
Councile, voting together a3 Pro- l
vinces. {

Now, ag to the Norihern Senate |
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Conncil power over all matlers now
dealt with by the Englieh Parliament
by Private Bill, when the case is one
in which legielation would otherwise
ba required from both the northern
and the southern legisiatures, This
provides for a continuance of the
methods which blocked Mr. Henry
Ford for a year when he wanted fo
establish a factory in Cork
the bad taste to prefer it to
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with Sovereign Statee
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Act called a Self-gavernmsant Act
Relations with other parts of the
Empire; extradition; naturalization
of nliens ; domicile ; "trade with any
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Treaties
The others

are be wunderstood by

in

(Note that

—the north and the south cannot
legislate so as to affect trade with
each  other) ; cables ; wirelese
telegraphy, aerial navigation; light
houseg, buoys, beacons, colns legal

tender, negotiable

ingiruments

| weights and measures, trade marke

merchandise
patent rights,
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¢, customs
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By section 9, the police forces
known ase the Royal Irish Constabul
ary snd the Dublin Matropolitan
Police, the appointment and removal
ol magistrates; the Postal
Post Ofce Saviogs
Trustee Savings designs
for stamps; registration of deeds ;
and the Public Record cflics
regorved until the two
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One wonders what the two legisla.

tures will find to legielate about.




