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muat be held valid. Hi. brethren across create no se,.satin,, .tail. Chief store- than Catholic merits. »y far titan her hraven-sent \oicsare
the Atlantic will hardly approve such tary Birrell iu hi.- peech in the debate What an awful disclosure ; slid yet. Y<,‘ the Scotch Presbyterian Andrew
r le.»» il. î?e denounced It aa “an altogether outrage- in the eyes ol a merciful (iod, what a 1-ang says, in his recent history : Tlir
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. , . „ . e , . tne practice^ot ages Detore their eyea, after tbo poiiei, report , in each people, her institutions I lie was martyrdom, Lang declares that “with a
son s house m Gough Square, Loudon, they have not yet been able to give full di8tricl as tll th„ perfectly orimelesa • edircntcd 1,1,.amity towards everuthina great voice tile called 'Jesus 1' ai d so 
and its dedication as a memorial of the g -‘asent to tnoac ciamis. | condition ol the country." Tiie judge a Catholic 1” Let us pause to the Daughter of (iod went home to her
Sreat oracle aud lexicographers, will be 1 a.^e. ja.8 e< n, un GI and police who ought to know and do eider the enormitv that underlies these Father’s houap. Lowell, also a Pro-
good news to Ins admirers the world ^ordinance lot Sod tor °»t know declare a, J report that there words which 1 have italicized ; let ns testant says: “At last, through the

| tmng, an ordinance |or Dod, lor la practically no crime in Ireland, strive to estimate the real inUuvnce Sanies, they heard her call again and
White gloves, im an ing a ‘maiden which the terrible truth contained in again, with a loud voice, ‘Jesus 1
assize," that is, no c: i minai cases to try, I them must have had upon Mark Twain’s ,b'tiUK ! Dut Mark Twain does, not
are frequently and in many places pre- , writings and upon the minds of those name that Holy Name ; he says : “Her
sen ted to the judges on their vllicial ! who read those writings and who were voice was strong and eloquent in

only too often convulsed with laughter prayer.' This omission of the Name so
Nevertheless the Tory campaign of 1 at his ribald jests at holy things, things h»ved by Joan is a dark symbol of tin-

lying about “crime in Ireland,” and I very sacred to the Catholic soul. Yet, oloud that hangs heavily oyer his book ;
pretenses of fear of ‘'persecution ot | when Mark Twain died, a few months OÏ the subtile, insidious,evil atmosphere
Protestants,’ under Home Rule, will go ; ago, he was, to my intense surprise and that it is hard to define in words. One
on not only in the House of Gommons sorrow, praised, not only by secular and b>els more than one can easily express,
but on public platforms throughout non-Catholic journals, but even by nllects one with that very sense of 
Great Britain. Every falsehood that Catholic editors and writers, who at tho “uncanuiness” that Mark Twain himself
can be invented or imagined to poison same time, gave little or no warning to dares to ascribe to the brave, holy
British sentiment against Ireland and their readers in regard to the insults heaven-sent maiden, when he goes so far
het^laim will be pr claimed in speeches heaped by Mark Twain, and never aM to make her page say in th** story,
and scattered by the thousand in lea (lets publicly disowned by him, on things he had seen the Maid in trance:
all over the country. that should be dearer to us than life made my llesh creep ; it was un-

itself. canny.’’
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ERRORS
What would Joan herself have 

thought to find herself placed, luminous 
and alone, against the sombre back
ground of the Catholic community 
wrapped in evil and degradation ?
What would she have felt to find her
self exalted above all women, ever the 
Immaculate Mother of God ? Mark 
Twain had his splendid chance to make 
reparation for his many misdemeanors 
by writing his apology in the preface to 
this volume ; and he lost it. And the 
thought comes to me of Mark Twain's 
daughter, Jean, found dead in her 
bath-tub ; the thought comes to me of 
his crushed heart ; and then of the 
opportunity he lost — to redeem his 
slanders about Christ's Church. And I 
recall how he said of Cauchori these re
markable words :

Ah, Bishop of Beauvais 
lamenting your cruel 
many years in hell 1 Yes verily, 
one has come to your help. There is 
but one among the redeemed that 
would do it : and it is futile to hope 
that that one has not already done 
it—Joan of Arc.

So may we far more justly think that 
Blessed Joan has prayed for Mark 
Twain who really loved her, and that 
God has had mercy on the whimsical, 
much tried, anguished soul that in early

6
All this cannot be unpleasant news 

to Catholics. Kin loss is still a long 
way from its original purpose and 
design, but having regard to the dreary 
waste of years during which it was a 
prey to the iconoclastic fanaticism of a 
misguided people, it must be counted 
some gain" that the ! material structure 
has at least been rescued from their 
despoiling hands. Aud having further 
regard to the ever increasing movement 
towards the old Faith going on within 
the Church of England, and to some 
extent in the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
Catholics will be led to hope that the 
piety which has done thus much to the 
Abbey of Kinlose, will not only itself be 
inspired by its past history but turn the 
minds of men generally to the daily 
round of sacrifice and prayer which, be
fore the great tragedy, passed within its 
hallowed walls. Then in God’s good 
time K inloss may come back to her own.

There died recently in [Rome 
cluse who had much in common with St. 
Beuedict Labre and with great ascetical 
saints of an earlier age. His name is 
not given, but he was known to have

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The

He began bis penitential career at the 
age of twenty-five, fasting rigorously, 
dressing economically and visiting on 
foot the principal sanctuaries in France, ; 
Spain and the Holy Land. Iu 1890 heTiie Christian Guardian is much con

cerned over the startling decrease in 
membership which English Methodism 
has experienced within the past five 
years. That this decrease is not 
imaginary, but very real, is made mani
fest by statistics quoted from the 
Methodist Recorder. For the past 
year, it seems, the decrease has been 
3,129 members, and a similar leakage 
occurring during the preceding four 
years. British Wes ley an ism has, iu this 
year, 1911, to face the startling fact 
that it has 13,120 members less than in 
1900. “This," says the Guardian, “is 
naturally a matter of profoundest in
terest to the church, and deserves, and 
is receiving closest investigation.”

Room 200, Confederation Lifo 
g, cor. Younge and Richmond et., 

ages have produced," -but, after all, Toronto, where a register is kept, 
even this assertion is incorrect, for our ! d. m. McKee.
Immaculate Mother Mary lar surpassed 
her. He tells us also that in the early 
part of her mission she was declared by 
the ecclesiastical court to be “a good
Christian and a good Catholic; and that ! Little child o' mine aud gay,

1 her lx*t me sing a roundelay !
I le states In the fields the llowers fall 

From the fingers of the May,
And all the laughing streams 
(’all the tender-hearted dreams 
From out the fragrant gardens 
Of my life now blossoms gray.

Toronto. May 18, 1911.

Little Child o’ Mine

there is nothing in her person or 
words contra to the I 
openly that iu her captivity she 
“yearned with unutterable longing for 
the Eucharist;" aud he declares that the 
ofilces of the Church were “the breath of 
her nostrils to her. ’ He speaks of “her 
beloved Church with all its dear privi
leges of worship;" of her “ deep rever
ence for priests;" of the fact that, while 
she was imprisoned, “patriot priests iu 
various towns hail been marching in 
procession urging the people to sacrifice 
money, property—everything, and buy 
the freedom of their heaven-sent 
deliverer." He goes so far as to 
assert frankly, in telling of the many 
iniquities in Joan’s iniquitous trial:

She had made many raaster-stroaes, 
but this was the master-stroke. It was 
an ajipeal to Home. It was her clear 
right; and if she had persisted in it, 
Cauchou's plot would have tumbled 
about his ears like a pack of cards. . . .

In Rome he maintained the most to the National Treasurers in Ireland 
i! 10,000 (§80,000) and now, when the 
future seems brightest with hope, the 
people of England having for the third 
consecutive time indorsed the claims of 
Ireland, I appeal to our friends in 
America to not permit their ardor to be 
chilled."

vigorous incognita, aud not even at his
lodging was it known who he was or 
whence he came.
called upon him, and his Belgian rela
tives were kept in ignorance as to his 
whereabouts iu the Eternal City. His

The bright day is rosy long 
And the sunbeams swiftly throng 
To kiss thy lips and warm thy cheeks 
And play thy curls among.
O may the tenderness 
Of the sunbeam—smiles that bless 
Glad befriend thee on life’s way 
When a dismal song is sung !

O 'tis sweet to live and see 
How a good God watches thee.
At eventide when hushed are all 
Life's busy, creeping things .
When tired hands lay down 
Childhood's spotless, golden crown 
Thou driftest into angel-land 
Upon light, shining wings.

In canvassing the reasons for this 
depressing state of affairs, it is brought 
out that the decrease does not at all 
run parallel to a dwindling population 
or to a movement to other centres. On 
the contrary, it is shown that in dis
tricts where the population has in
creased rapidly, the same condition 
holds good, and that in the great in
dustrial centres of the England of to
day Methodism is undeniably on the 
decline. “Among the churches gen
erally,” remarks the Recorder, “there 
is manifest a langour of spiritual life. 
The dominant interest among Christian 
men, speaking] generally, is commercial, 
political, social, recreational—anything 
rather than religious. * 
speak of the ministers as well as the 
laity.” And the Guardian adds, “Brit
ish Wesleyan ism is not gathering its 
young people into church membership 
as it ought to do," and summarizes the 
reason in the Scriptural quotation: 
"There is no health in ns.”

morning at 4 o'clock, left the house soon 
after, and did not return until sun-down.

* * We
MM j. I IS. II. K

ances in the city of the Popes, now, un
happily, dominated by socialism aud 
irréligion, seems to us a pledge of 
brighter days to come. These men of 
God live rather for their fellows than for

to retract? lie had often ilung mud on 
what Blessed Joan held dear. Why not 
make noble excuses now? Alas, in this 
very volume slur alter shir Is cast again 
aud again.

For instance, iu less than thre e pages 
of the preface only, we read that “her 
century was the brutalest, the wicked
est, the rotteuest in the history since I 
the darkest ages,” and that in it Joan 
occupied “the loftiest place possible to 
human attainment. Yet, {in this same 
century, lived Thomas a Kempis, born 
about 1380, died in 1171, having written, 
meanwhile, Ins world renowned “Imita- 

j tion of Christ iu this century lived | 
SS. Vincent Ferrer, Antoninus the 

: Archbishop of Florence, Frances of

God's pity is not as some sweet 
cordial pouted in dainty drops from 
some golden phial; it is wide ns the 
whole scope of heaven : it is abundant 
as all the air..And to a successful finish, which with

themselves, and it may be tbat such a 
life as we have described was a daily 
reparation for the sins and blasphemies 
of the atheistic clique who have sought 
to substitute a Bruno for the Most High

“ICONOMfST
sowerWe DO not feel called upon to ex

patiate at length upon this process of 
heart-searching among our Methodist 
friends. It ia their domestic concern, 
and we do not wish to intrude upon 
their mourning. Taken in conjunction, 
however, with similar wail logs in Can
ada as to the mercenary complexion of 
the .Methodist ministry (vide Hincks,) 
it does seem as if the General Confer
ence had a very onerous and very per
plexing problem upon its hands. Suffic
iently so, at {any rate, to generate a 
little humility in its membership, and a 
policy of non-interference in the Catho
lic portions of this Dominion. A little 
more care as to the training of their 
clergy, and some diversion of their 
great material resources from tho many 
questionable channels in which they 
are at present permitted to flow so 
prodigally, might accomplish something 
for the time being. None the less, the 
handwriting is upon the wall.
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MARK TWAIN’S “JOAN OF 
ARC ”vouchsated to tbe Church on earth, and 

that the essential Catholic spirit of 
penance and self-abnegation still rises 
to Heaven in reparation for the sius of 
man. It is especially noteworthy that 
in these days of Godless education, a 
considerable part of this ascetic's in
come was given for the maintenance of 
Catholic schools. For these facts we 
are mainly indebted to the Liverpool 
Catholic Times and the Calcutta 
Herald.
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y-trii ■over. And in these days of the rapid every one holding to the prim- 
transformation of the world's greatest ! itive revelation. Only as men

. fell away from God did they degrade it 
to what, alter two thousand years of 
Christianity the world would drag it 
back. Sacred before our Lord’s coming, 
it became infinitely more so when, in 
establishing His Church, He made 
matrimony a sacrament. Though the 
Reformers rejected the teaching of fif
teen centuries, they did not abandon 
the claim that marriage is a matter of 
religion. Their sects held on to juris
diction over it ; Luther would have 
this vested in the parish minister. 
From Luther aud Melancthon Philip of 
Hesse obtained the sanction of his 
bigamy. In the consistorial courts of 
Germany ecclesiastical and lay judges 
sat side by side. Legislation regard
ing matrimony was directed by the de
nominational authorities, and Bohmer, a 
jurist of weight, in the early eighteenth 
century, required the minister's bene
diction for its legal validity. In Eng
land the jurisdiction of tbe ecclesias
tical courts lasted until 1857, and Lord 
Stowell, famous among ecclesiastical 
lawyers, laid down in the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, that the basis 
of the marriage law of all Europe is the 
canon law. From the Lutheran consist
ories in Germany came the demand that 
not only parental consent and presence 
of witnesses, but also the church cere
mony, should be a condition of validity, 
and even in Scotland a marriage was 
regular only when contracted before a 
minister after the proclamation of banns.

But enough of the past. All serious 
Protestants are sufficiently agreed on 
the matter even to-day. A marriage 
without a religious rite is, in the idea 
of some, null ; of raauy, doubtful ; of all, 
abhorrent ; while, as to marriages in con
tempt of impediments recognized in 
their denominations, they would be of 
absolutely one mind, were they not ham
pered by the illogical situation created 
by the Reformers. Bishop Farthing 
may lash himself into an Ephesian fury, 
crying that any marriage contracted ac
cording to the civil code is necessarily 
valid ; but in his calmer moments he

and, after Rome, most historic city, it is 
some consolation to lovers of the past 
to know tbat through the wisdom aud 
foresight of a few men, many of its most 
interesting landmarks will remain. 
The ground that Johnson trod must 
e*er be held in reverence by literary 
men, and remembering his outspoken 
appreciation for Catholic truth in an age 
when England was more hostile to the 
Church than she is now, Catholics es
pecially will ever hoid Johnson in 
honor.

That Methodism has other anxieties 
a letter in the Guardian on “Roman 
Catholicism's New Policy," with the 
editor's comments thereon, makes 
evident. Its correspondent, dwelling 
upon the perennial youth of the Church, 
and the jactivities everywhere evident 
in Catholic circles, particularly in the 
English speaking countries, remarks : 
“The defensive policy of that Church 
employed since the Reformation, has 
been cast aside for an aggressive policy. 
There can be no mistaking it. It ia 
visible everywhere." The editor’s com
ment is along the same line : “The Roman 
Catholic Church is especiallyibusy to-day 
telling us that we have failed, and must 
always fail, because we lack authority. 
And there have been some among us who 
have been just a little Inclined to listen 
to what has been said, and to wish that 
in some way our church had more of the 
commanding voice that this older and 
quite marvellous ecclesiastical organiza
tion retains.”
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Ireland's campaign

That is how th«- enemies of Ireland 
are now fighting Hume Rule. How are 
they to be met in that fight? Of course 
by a vigorous Irish Home Rule campaign 
on the same lines. By Home Rule 
meetings and Home Rule speeches 
and Home Rule literature in 
all parts "f Great Britain, ex
posing and refuting the lies of Ireland's 
enemies, explaining what it is that 
Ireland wants and racking the British 
people understand and realize the de
termination of the Irish people to have 
the full measure of their National right 
which is nothing less than an Irish 
Parliament in Ireland and an Irish 
Government responsible to and 
trolled by that Parliament.

The necessity and importance of a 
vigorous Irish campaign of this kind 
noted and emphasized in the recent 
address to the Irish people issued by the 
National Trustees,

Yet, ought our boys and girls, our 
young men and women, to be left free 
to read unwarned—should they, indeed, 
be almost incited thus to read the foul
ness jnttribuùvd{ to Catholics and Cath
olicism by one “ whose death has just 
eclipsed the gaiety of nations ” as 
quotes calmly another Catholic editor ? 
This editor is seemingly unconscious or 
regardless of the fact that this “gaiety” 
was only too often evoked by a display 
of irreverent sarcasm, aimed against the 
Church, against sacred traditions, 
against Holy Scripture. llow shall we 
explain this extraordinary state of 
affairs ? In three ways :

First, Mr. Clemens—to give to Mark 
Twain his real name—experienced in 
late life acute domestic trials ; and 
secondly, he had nobly striven, in late 
life, to cancel debts that did not, legally 
speaking, fall within the claims of his 
duty. For such sorrows and for such 
honorable deeds, Catholics willingly 
“ speak good of the dead."

DOES THIS ATONE FOR FORMER 
SLANDERS ?
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In London, some years ago, a gentle- 
had tbe misfortune to lose his wifeman

and to fall in love with her sister. 
Hearing that in Canada one might 
marry his deceased wife’s sister, tho 
couple hastened thither, and with 
help of an Episcopalian clergyman, 

soon as nearly man and wife as 
Canadian law could make them. On 
their return to England they found the 
Vicar, once so friendly, cold and distant, 
and the Curate and the best people of 
the parish following his example. Iu a 
word, they wore “ sent to Coventry.” 
They asked the reason and were told 
that, in the eyes of the church of Eng
land, they were not married. Troubled 
in conscience, they sought the Bishop, 
who declared their attempted marriage 
void on account of affinity, adding that 
as the civil law had made tbe 
law in the matter its own, he recom
mended them to get from the courts a 
decree of nullity, so as to avoid compli
cations should either wish to marry 
somebody else. They took his advice, 
got the decree and were received again 
into favor.
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Our contemporary for once hits the 
nail on the head. The “joyous swing" 
which so impressed John Henry Newman 
in his Oxford days, as characteristic of 
the Church’s advance in the patristic 
age, is no leesjs» of her now. Persecu
ted for three centuries, made the tar
get even yet for every weapon of calum
ny and abuse which disappointed am
bition can suggest, the Church keeps 
calmly on her way, and speaks with the 
same voice of authority now as in the 
days of the much-enduring Athanasius 
or the majestic Leo. “What grey hairs 
are on the head of J udah, whose youth
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UM“One of the most urgent needs of the 

present is the inauguration and con
tinuance of a Home Rule campaign in 
the English constituencies and the 
diffusion of literature on the Irish 
question through the medium of the 
Irish Dress Agency, already established 
at Westminster."

Of course the continuance of this 
campaign so necessary for the Irish 
cause will cost money and a good deal 
of it. The same may be said as to the

/But these two things would hardly 
explain the pioans rising around his 
grave from Catholic writers. What, 
then, does explain them? This third 
reason, namely, that Mark Twain wrote 
and published, while striving to meet 
the aforesaid debts of honor, a life of 
Joan of Arc, which appeared
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