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POULTRY - ground and work it in with the cultivator op 1
: disk harrow. If there is no manure available in =
— . the fall, it is applied in the spring, and, i fine pe
! enough, is surface-worked in; but if too strawy l‘“
Soft-shelled Eggs. . for that, is plowed under as shallow as possible :i]]
Editor ‘“ The Farmer’s Advocate ' : N . ' DOOR ]~rom fifteen t: twﬁenty two-horse loads per acre in
1. Hens have been laying since early in January. i : RS SRR \”b; z\priltflllle:airtiﬁ;ica.alrbf‘élr);ilairzlgrtshmg P e done as &
L v the eg have soft shells; some ST RD & wibc = L S . . o tl
Lately, many hof ; EgS‘ kT ho' tost et e Defor_e sowing, which is done as early as the al
co much so that they break; ave lost a grea - - ) - ground is dry enough to work well, by means of ir
many that way. Keep lime and coarse sand, also ig. 1=—Front—South Side. cultivator, disk and harrow, the surface is brought o
oyster-shells before {hem. They are fed a mixture of to a very fine tilth, and then levelled and us
barley, wheat, corn, oats, alfalfa and clover, sm(:)thjed. with a ptlankl: float. ¢
steamed one day ; boiled potatoes, with a little qcr;te( Tl:’Sg;vpnthaaileeed r;tteis‘)for{guirnc%oundi per cl
. . acre. = , and the

chop, next day. Also have mangels hung Uup rows are thirteen or fourteen inches apart. .
around pen ; plenty of fresh water, also chilled In three days or less after sowing the wire b
buttermilk, to drink, once a day. Is there any- weeder is started. This implement can be best a
thing I could give them to prevent eggs being described by saying that it almost exactly re- f
so? Do not feed heavy. 20" sembles an ordl'nary Breed weeder, except that the f
2. @lso, a number seem to get powerless, seem o o teeth are of wire, \“bOUt No. 9 thickness, placed I
: . h Fig. 2.—West End. an inch apart. Some use a wire weeder eight i

t, sit around for a few or ten feet in width, hauled by a horse, but more % .

dumpy, cannot get on roos
days, then get better and go off again. J. B.
Ans.—1. In absence of information as to vari-

particular growers have them but four feet wide,
attached to the handles of a wheeled hoe, and
propelled by hand. This implement is used |

ety of fowls and their age, 1 surmise that they :
are one ol the utility class. 1f so, the cause of every few days until fche_plants are about four
the eggs with soft shells is an overfat condition inches high. Its use is discontinued by some for
of the fowls which laid them. The remedy is to a few days after the loops of the little plants ap- 1
reduce the rations, dropping the corn altogether. pear above the ground, until they straighten out. s
The weather is beeoming t00 springlike for corn, ...l . " The weeder is run chiefly across the rows, but it |
which should be very sparingly used, if at all, in bd . 18 also run a?’glev\ixse, lengthwise, and, indeed, |
the case of heavy breeds. Give plenty of green . o .ot End —_ S onld _ any old way. The teeth being so fine, scarcely :
food by itself, with a little at noon thrown on 51 " ond. 1is ‘c1.1t s ou haye been re- any dmpagg is done to the plants, and the labor
the litter on the fioor, to incite to exercise, which versed. It shows the lowest S-1d0 north instead of of weeding is lessened by 50 per cent. ‘
may have been too little indulged in. The steamed south. Ot herwise it is all right. The wheeled hoe, or the cultivator, as the
alfalfa will do splendidly, if hens will eat it ; if 7 : Scotland men call it, is next started. The double-
not, give mangels. The hens have been t00 well i e o119 wheeled style, straddling the row, is preferred for
treated. | Ir HINGED || || ROOSTS the first two or three cultivatings; afterwards, a
2 The trouble was due to inflammation of the | j[ [T 11 single-wheel ml[{lement, ‘WOF'leg between 1.ws, is
lower intestines, due to a long-continued feeding ! A == == used. At the first cultivating, the knives are set
of the same diet, without Ghdnge, and mayhap \ only thrge»f()ul'ths of an inch apart, if the rows
the too generous feeding of the same. Change i ane st.rmght and the man careful, thus leaving
diet, and, if possible, let the hens run outside. 1t ! very little weeding to be done by hand. The
is quite possible that when the rations are Tre- i 3 more thoroughzoing farmers llke‘to have the
duced, the fowls may stop laying. However, they ‘o ; onions hzm('l w_eede(l three times. Such men also
may as well do so as lay eggs with soft shells. OIZ) \ practice t‘hlin,mng to a distance of ‘two to two
A. G. G. = N and a hali inches apart. Thinning is done at the
3 ' time of the first weeding, the plants not being
' pulled out, but cut out deeply with the weeding
Prof. Graham’s New Poultry House | knife.  Wheel hoeing between rows is continued
) } ) | until the tops interfere and the ground becomes
Illustrated on this page is the style of 1’0“1trX 3 7 filled with roots. The most of the onion fields
house recommended by Prof. W. R. Graham, of : are kept beautifully clean.
the Ontario Agricultural College. : When the crop begins to ripen, if ripening is
This house is 20 feet square, 4} feet high at ] uneven, an empty barrel is rolled over the field,
| breaking down the tops of two rows at a time.

the north side, and 3% feet at the south, and
about 7 feet high in the center. It is built of
rough lumber, and the cracks are battened. The
south side is open, there being a wire netting 2
feet wide the entire length of the building (Fig: 1).
A window, 4 X3 feet, is placed in the west end
(Fig. 2), and the door is in the center of the enst
end (Fig. 3). The roosts are scantling, and con-
sist of three parallel rows running along the
north side, about two feet from the ground (Fig.
4). Litter, consisting of straw and shavings, 18
kept on the ground for the hens to scratch in.
There has been a flock of 100 hens of mixed breed-
ing, such as 18 found on the average farm in On-
tario, in this house all winter. These hens have
rarely shown any signs of discomfort, and have
given results which compared very favorably with

Harvesting, which comes next, is begun by an-
other use of the two-wheel cultivator, but with
the double knives taken off, and a single strong
knife put. in, instead. This knife is curved so a8
to go deepest under the center of the row of
onions, and to rise out of the ground a few inches
on either side of it. This leaves the onions
apparently undisturbed, or, at most, tipped over,
but the roots are cut and bulbs loosened, so that
drying off begins at once. After a few days, siX,
eight or even twelve rows are raked into a wind-
row, an ordinary wooden rake, with extra teeth
inserted, being used.

Topping is sometimes done in the field before
the onions are gathered up, but more generally,
perhaps, they are taken into the barn as soon as
dry, and topped when convenient. So far, this
operation has been done by hand, the top being
either pulled off or cut off with a knife. A power

f those obtained from other pens. The lowest tem- v 3
i perature recorded on the outside of the pen was ) : - : topper, driven by a gasoline engine, the whole be-
15 (hmrecs below zero, while it fell to 3 degrees Pair of Toulouse Geese—Prizewinners ing Tll()lllltell on a wagon, so that 1t can be driven
bclow inside the pen, ana the hens secemed to . between the windrows, has been tried, but SO far
mind it very little. Prof. Graham said that only I'his improved race of the old Gray goose is the most has proved a failure.
on some three or four days did they seem at all popular of all domestic geese, on account of its gen- In the Scotland district it is the practice to ;
too cold. For such extreme days, he thousht it eral usefulness. As handled on most farms, it grow onions on the same field year after year. :
might be well to have a curtain which couald be lays the largest number of fertile eggs of any Reference was made to fields on which they had i
poose equalling them in size. A good mlult,\ been grown for twenty years in succession, & full 4
coat of manure being applied each year, of course.

dropped over the front; but if this was not well
gander weighs 28 Ibs, and a  goose
95

looked arter, the house would be much better

without 1t. The cost of the house completed s 20 to 22 lbs. A feeling is growing, however, that that pFaCtice r' #

about $60 The house is remarkably free  from has been overdone. Fred Smith, one of the most } L&
expert growers, believes that there should be at

drafts, which are so disastrous to poultry.
the number of eggs produced GARDEN @ ORCHARD leest two fields, used alternately. He cited an
¢ in<tance of a crop being attacked by smut, which

The following s
1 i o o
! by the hens, and also the amount of food con ——— i
it sumed by them : . i he believed was due to onions having been grown |
— \mount food constumed—- Olllon-gPOWIng, SCOLland, Onta. exclusively for too great a length of time. . ;
il No. of Grit,  Corn, Mash or The viliage of Scotland is a few miles s There has _hevn a good deal of trouble ey ‘
i erirs  ovster- wheat rolled west of lSI‘uixll‘urll Ont and 1s the ¢ nt'rbx :".‘”tll' arlpn seed being ol PAOE quality. In the pask .
| 1 » O - S @ e e s . .
i Month. i shioll.  haeley oiids. Tlenstla of the chict, if no R . _‘ ol om has been procured principally from seed merchants
) Il vied, if not the chief, of the districts in the =
i b R 1.h 1.hs 1L.hs Dowminion devoted to the growing of .l ¢ in our own cities, though a good deal has be
! s, S ) ! 1 arket: . : ,
e Nov 175 14 150 115 L0 onions for household use y close r‘l’[ t o \Ltfll’}ll imported of late years from Ohio. Tha tall 110;"
fh . : g $ 3 ) ! ¢ . . s : *SC ition  of the S 3 s s WAAR : . . ittle
f Dec. ... 86 16 Ui 120 methods of culture that are followed there may l' i of growers raising their own seed. What 11
R . . o o ) . nay be  jae heen done in this line gives great encourage-
[t e 774 01 =1 901 oo of benelit to others who are engaged in the same o i
I I'eb 835 30 300 oo Ihine of gardening > same  ent to go further.  Home-grown seed, on beﬂ;g
. oF IR < . D ] = 5 n 3 o ~ i i
i t| . The =cotland onion-growers are not gardeners tested, showed 99 per cent. that germlnated' while
i | The hens were given buttermilk to rink, in Toivever. s Uhat “'”“-: s ronorall N‘; deners,  purchased seed has gone as low as 30 per cent.
i, it . i \ ! ¢ ‘ D s generally T - S :
i stead of water I'resh air is abundant in the Lot are farmers who grow onion y understood, ip some instances. The vyear 1911 will show 2
i ! & ¢ 1 44 onions  as N £ i . . .
g0 wouse and these kens have been very healthy and o fara crobs Many of them h l 15 one of theit j,rge increase in home-grown seed.
! A S hY &1 ] ave {ive acres . pae . . & S
| livelv all winter. One strong point i favor of - crop, though a greater acrea 1)l , 1‘(}“‘\ in this I'he ravages of the onion maggot were (:g,p(‘Clﬂ-l
{ ! I, g hoa greate i age M . 3 .
4 this house is tnat the sun shines anto il dnr arm is seldom seen The inc ‘ fl Lkt (ol ok v cevere in 1909 on the low ground, half of the
! . ' « . yo Oe S 1 i s .
. tne ereater part of the day; and af the sunoas T ; ool _ - - om onions in cpon heing destroyed; but this is unusual, 88
! » any cases equals what is received from the sale : = from
chining. it is never too cold in it; no matter Hose  of gl of her products of e ) e sale  {here is seldom even 25 per cent. of a loss frcC
( [ I oot produets of the farm i > to
1 cold the daxy s Hens do not seem to regoire he erotnd N : nareot In 1910 the maggot did no damagt
‘ . 1 't rovnd is plowed in the fail, and if ther . ‘ . =
! more foord in th house than in  the warmer antre on hand, it has heew R were - speak of. Some growers try to tempt the r'nng
{\ Houses WADE TOOLL Caetice t Nroud it on the surfa : “m ‘u,(‘ best oots awav from the onions by sowing rmimhe(si
i} ) i the plowed  ylong with them, but this practice does pot fin




