THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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The Lost Kiss.
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The Child-Dyke.
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Where the little voyagers came from, and to
, no one could tell; but in

Business and Theology.
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THE QUIET HOUR.
k‘l‘he Plan and the Teaching olﬁ
(Continued from page i12.)

Once more. Consider more fully the astounding
claims put forth by Jesus of Nazareth,
alluded to. Recall His Rmhﬂ; unparalleleq ﬂ.
-assertion. He affirmas® His' ce—*‘ Befope
Abraham was I am.” 'Hé'sssoclates Himself
the eternal glory of the Heavenly Father in
eternity —*¢ er, glorify Thou Me with Thine
own with the glory which I had with Thee
before the world was.”

He claims coequal honor with the Almi hty—
“‘All men should honor the Son even as theyﬁmm,
'| the Father ”; coequal knowledge—*No man know.

eth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth

man the Father save the Son”; coequal power...
“All power is given to Me in heaven and »
Hes with an authority as absolute as that -
which promulgated the moral law on Sinai—J¢

was said to them of old time, but I say unto you.”
All other prophets and teachers sent from God
used in their loftiest utterances the formula, *“Thyg
saith the Lord”; but this man n.e}s. “Verily,
verily, I say unto you,” thus implicitly placing
Himself on a line of equality, not with Moses, not
with Abraham, but with the Lord God Himself,

And what was the most prominent subject of His
teaching? Was it justice, or benevolence, or meek-
ness, or purity, or patience, or charity? No; his
chief subject was Himself. He preached Himself;
and the disciples were sent out to preach Christ,

Hear His words: I am the way, the truth,
and the life”; *“I am the bread of life”; **J am
the good shepherd”; *“ I am the door™ ; ‘I am the
true vine”; ‘‘ I am the resurrection and the life”;
“ Without Me ye can do nothing”; ‘“He that
abideth in Me and I in Him, the same hﬂnﬁ

Me

forth much fruit ”; * He that believeth on

eternal life.”

Take notice also of His imperious claim to the
souls of men, to rule them wi unchallenged and
absolute authority, to erter into and hkero.u
sion of the deepest sanctities of their be ng, to
stand first in their affections, even before father or
mother, husband, wife, or child. Could there be a
more absolute claim to equality with God than
this? But he makes the claimn une uivocally and
in terms. When the Jews charged ﬁim with mak-

ing Himself God though He was but a man, He
did not deny it. When He stood on trial before
Caiaphas, He was charged with blasphemy in mak-
ing Himself the Son of God. Did He repudiate
with horror and indignation such a ch as He
should have done if it were not true ? ay; He
was silent, and_allowed Himself to be condemned
to death upon that ch and that only. 7
before Pilate’s tribunal. He was ch with the
same horrible sin; * He ought to die,” they cried,
‘*“because He made Himself the Son of God.” Did
He here deny the cbu-ge? Nay; He owned the
truth of the fact on which they based the charge—
** Thou sayest it,” he answered, when the Roman
judge demanded, “Art Thou the Son of God ?”
Now, two things are here worthy of careful con-
sideration. The first is that these amazing claims
of Jesus so interpenetrate all the Gospels, and all
parts of the Gospels, that there is no possible
alternative between accepting them as authentic
in substance and rejecting the whole narrative as
legendary. The fact that He made these claims is
not dependent upon the genuineness and authen-
ticity of any particular passage or It
would still remain though one shoul accept the
now discredited theory of the destructive critics
and reject entirely the Gospel of St. John. It
would not be invalidated though all the alleged
legendary elementsof the synoptic Gospels were cut
out of the record. In fact, this peculiarity of the
person and the words of Jesus is inseparable from
any possible view of Him as an historical person:
age, as much so as oxygen is from the air we
breathe.

. . The other notable fact which should be con-
sidered in this connection is that notwithstanding
this self-assertion, which in any other teacher
would excite contempt, or ridicule, or inidignation,
He still occupies the highest place in the esteem
and admiration of mankind, even when these His
claims are not acknowledged, and still-stands out
as the peerless model of meekness and humility.
Channing declares that the ch e of an extrava-
gant, self-deluding enthusiasm is the last to be
fastened on Jesus. And yet, if these claims of His
to Divine honor and power and worship be not
just, how can he be vindicated from the charge of
blasphemous presumption or self-deluding enthusi-
asm? The dilemma is inevitable: either He is
what He professed to be, the Christ, the Son of
God, or else He is a man who can no longer be
followed as an . exemplar or trusted as a teacher.
But let any inquirer consider that dilepama in the
light of His unparalleled moral teaching and His
peerless life and character, and then say which i8
the more reasonable conclusion : that swch a man,
swuch a teacher, swuch a sublime and royal personage
mad dreamer; or that His claims
were founded on truth, that He was all He declared
Himself to be, that we are here in the presence of &
superhuman character, a superhuman life. and
superhuman wisdom, and that this man of Nazar-

j ethisindeed the Christ, the Son of the living God. _

—From ¢ Christ and Modern Unbelief.”




