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w Of AN OLD- 
TIMER

Some Correspondence About Buffalo 
Friends— Life of Right Rev. John 
Timon, First Bishop of Buffalo— 
“The Catholic” Newspaper of Ham
ilton and its Editor, Very Rev. 
William Peter Macdonald, V.G. 
Who Baptised the Late Queen Vic
toria of England—“The Liberal ’ 
Newspaper, which Contained Re
ports of the Irish Stole Trial of 
1844—Sir Charles Metcalfe's Char
ity—“Ten Days' Later News From 
Europe ’ via Steamer “Hibernia.”

1 have to acknowledge the receipt 
o! several kind communications from 
Bufialo and elsewhere regarding some 
of my recent items, which 1 have 
pleasure in acknowledging. Mr. John 
Mi Manus, in a postscript, writes : 
“There are a few pardonable inac
curacies in your otherwise charming 
and exceedingly interesting story. 
The “Sister of Charity” whom you 
quote, was indeed a “>oung girl,” but 
is now a venerable matron and the 
mother of “our” thirteen children.” 
Mr. John W. Lewis says: “Do you 
know Mr. Severance, secretary of our 
Historical Society? You would be 
of great value to him in some of hi * 
work, writing up interesting events 
of years ago.” He informs me that 
Mr. and Mrs. Dormer (whom 1 men
tioned) are now in France. Dr. Park 
Lewis and family met them at the 
Parliament House in London. The 
latter sailed from Liverpool on the 
7th of September, and are now, in all 
probability, at home in Buffalo.

In my recent remarks about the 
late Bishop Timon, the first bishop of 
Buffalo, I said I was not aware ot 
that ecclesiastic’s nationality, and 
Mr. James Pierce of Dublin, Ontario, 
kindly writes to enlighten me with 
full particulars of his nationality and 
life, which I gladly present here, as 
follows:

“Dear Sir,—In reading over Old- 
Timer’s reminlscenses in a late num
ber of the Catholic Register ( which, 
by the way, we take great pleasure 
in reading), I notice you are remiss 
in your remarks about the late Bishop 
Tirnon of Buffalo, N.Y., especially Ins 
career as a missionary in the West
ern States, Texas and Mexico; his 
birth, nationality, etc. Allow me 
to give you some information regard
ing him taken from “The Life and 
Times of Right Reverend John Timon 
of the Diocese of Buffalo, X.Y.,” by 
Charles O. Deuther, his friend and 
college companion.

• Bishop John Tirnon was born at 
Conevaga, Adams Co., Penn. His 
parents were James Tirnon and Mai 
garet Leddy, who were born in Bel- 
lurbet, County of Cavan, Ireland. 
John was born on the 12th Febru
ary, 1797, soon after his parents 
had landed in America. His sponsors 
were John Kuhn and Christina Wolf 
A few years later the family removed 
to St Louis, Mo , and the father 
entered into the dry goods business 
there. As John grew up his father 
took him in as assistant, but his 
mind led him to the chureh. In 
April, 1823, he joined the Community 
of the Lazarists. He entered to 
deaconship by Rt. Rev. Bishop Ros- 
etti. Soon after he joined the Order 
of St. Vincent de Paul. On Sept. 
5th, 1817, he was appointed Visitor 
of Congregation; was next sent to 
Texas as envoy of Rome; next he was 
offered and refused the Episcopal See 
of St. Louis. He was offered and ac
cepted the appointment of Bishop of 
Buffalo, X.Y., the same year. Be
tween the years 1842 and 1817 the 
Bishops of Cincinnati, Louisville, 
Philadelphia and New York, urged 
him to take charge of their respec

tive seminaries. As to his labors for 
the ( hurch in Buffalo, there are L>t- 
iag memorials, such as the erection 

|of St. Jo ph's Ca'hedral, for which 
He was impelled to travel as a mis
sionary through Mexico in order to 

I collect funds for its completion, and 
brought home Here let me
rlatt w hi
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nromiums he bestowed 
on the Mexicans: “These people,” he 
-aid, “are represented bv writers and 
travellers as a vile and despised race, 
but r would sooner lav down my lot 
anioir them than any other tlass of 
peop e I ever visited. The carillon of 
hells (13 in number) in the city of. 
Mexico, is the second best in tho 
world.” The writer of this letter 
is a Tirnon hv descent, as my mo
ther was a first cousin to the bishop. 
My fat lier spent twenty-two years in 
the English army. He was a color- 
sergeant and received as trophies two 
medals; one for honor and one as a 
gratuity for long service and good 
conduct in the 29th regiment of foot. 
As I am now in my 8Uth year, you 
will please excuse mv poor calipra- 
phy.”

When I next visit Buffalo I will 
surely see Mr. Severance, Secretary 
of the Historical Society, and ask 
him to secure a copy of this life of 
Bishop Tirnon for the library of the 
Association. I was not aware of the ; 
existence before of such a valuable 
book, which should also find a place 
iu the public library, uu*. in all Ca
tholic libraries.

During the visit of the children,par
ents and trustees of the Separate 
schools of Hamilton, and priests ot 
several parishes, on an excursion to 
Centre island, Toronto, a few weeks 
ago, Mrs. C. J. Bird, wife of the 
secretary of the School Board, pre
sented “Old Timer,” who was a 
guest, with a loan of a copy of 
“The Catholic” newspaper, dated 
“Hamilton, Gore District, May 17, 
1813.” The Catholic was the first 
Catholic newspaper published in Up
per Canada. It was printed and pub
lished every Wednesday morning, at 
21 John street, or the north-east cor
ner of John and King William streets, 
which was then occupied by a two- 
story frame building. The editor and 
proprietor was tho Very Rev. Wil
liam Peter Macdonald, Y.G., who was 
the first Vicar-General of Hamilton, 
and I believe the first regular parish 
priest. He was then a very old man 
and was familially known as “the old 
Vicar.” The Catholic was first pub
lished in Kingston, where Father 
Macdonald resided "before his appoint
ment to Hamilton; but 1813 was its 
last year. The editor hail grown 
too old and feeble and was unassisted 
in the arduous woik of publication. 
John Robertson, the printer, was not 
a Catholic. He changed the name of 
the paper to that of “The Liberal," 
and continued the publication of that 
paper for a few months of the year 
1811, at his office, which was remov
ed to the south-east coiner of King 
and Houghs streets, over Oliver's 
auction rooms. Father Macdonald, in 
a short time was called to Toronto 
by Bishop Power, to reside at the 
Palace, and died there in the year 
1847, the same year that' Bishop Pow
er died, having ex nosed himself and 
caught the terrible emigrant fever, of 
which thousands died in Canada the 
same eventful and disastrous year, 
greatly mourned and sorrowed, Vi
car-General Gordon of Niagara was 
Vicar-General Macdonald’s successor 
in Hamilton

A good maby anecdotes have been 
told of “the old Vicar," as he was 
often affectionately called. Bishop 
Macdonald, the first bishop of Upper 
Canada, brought him to this country 
to take charge of his seminary at 
Alexandria, Glengarry County, for 
the education of priests. He was a 
Highlander and had been a chaplain 
to a Highland regiment in the British 
army, and I believe the Duke of Kent 
was his general. The Duchess of 
Kent, Queen Victoria’s mother, was .1 
Catholic, and Fat hen Macdonald w as 
a frequent visitor at lier palace. On 
the occasion of one of those visits 
the Duchess asked him to administer 
the Sacrament of Baptism to one of 
her young children, and this lie did. 
The child that was thus baptized was 
afterwards Queen Victoria, the gra
cious mother of our present beloved 
sovereign, King Edward. This anec
dote was discussed at the late meet
ing at the Island, and this version 
of the event was vouched for by Mrs. 
Biid, who said the Vicar was a fre
quent visitor at the house of her 
father, the late Mr. John Brick,where 
he told the story himself in her pres
ence. But there is another version 
of it that was communicated to me 
by Mr. Wardeil of Dtmdas, at whose 
house the Vicar was also a frequent 
visitor.

(Continued on page 8.)
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DEFINE SOCIALISM
Dr. Barry, the English Writer, Calls 

for more Precise Information from 
those who call themselves Social
ists—They Don’t \gree.

Dr. William Barry, the Eng ish 
writer, takes to task through the -ol- 
umns of the Liverpool Catholic 
Times “A Catholic and a Socialist,” 
one, James Murphy, who had Invited 
the attack by an article in a previous 
issue. Father Barry s article is of 
interest to readers in America as well 
as England for here also we occa
sionally encounter the “Catholic 
and Socialist," though the combin
ation usually results in a hazy sort 
of creature that cannot well be defin
ed as either the one or the other. 
Father Barry writes:

Like Mr. James Murphy of Liver
pool, I am an Irishman and a Catho
lic. It happens also that I am a 
priest, and by Roman diploma may 
term myself a theologian. All these 
words in common use are clearly de
fined. But what is socialism? What, 
again, is democracy? These, the 
shibboleths of a “new dispensation,” 
bear many meanings. To Mr. Mur
phy, one article which they cover is, 
I conclude, that “private” property 
was ikver intended to exist. But in 
Mr. Bellamy’s “Looking Backward” 
every citizen has a large private in
come which he can spend as he choos
es. Yet “Looking Backward” ex
pressed the convictions of many so
cialists and democrats. Moreover, 
the scheme which is technically de
scribed as “collectivism” does not 
propose to do away with i (dividual 
possessions. It would aboli.-n pri
vate capital, not private property. 
I nder it 1 may hold movable goods 
to any extent, so long as I do not 
use them as my stock-in-trade. Will 
Mr. Murphy draw up a series of pro
positions on which a’l who march 
under the Hag of socialism are agreed? 
Until that is done, we cannot from 
the name itself get any light on its 
relation to Catholic doctrine. For we 
know that there are Christian social
ists in England, who quote Holy 
Scriptures as he does. And there are 
anti-Christian socialists here and 
abroad, to whom the Catholic Church 
is an abomination, the Bible a nan-el 
of legends, the supernatural a myth, 
and religion a disease. Which of all 
the kinds now going about are we 
to welcome as Catholics and Itish- 
men?

1 will put a few more questions to 
Mr. Murphy. How does he propose 
to secure freedom of conscience in a 
state which owns ever) thing" Under 
officials who control the resources of 
wealth, every foot of land, every hi i< k 
and stone and t ree, every machine, 
every book, ami the service of every 
human being that is able to work? 
These bureaucrats, elected by ballot, 
if you please, will he masters of the 
food, clothing, shelter due to citizens. 
They will lay down laws for educa
tion, labor, mat riage, divorce—pos-i- 
blv Malthusian limits to the birth
rate quite conceivably no limits to 
“free love.” Where is the guarantee 
of the citizens' freedom'.’ He will 
own nothing whatevei, least of all 
himself. I .et Mr. Murphy answer 
this one note of interrogation. 1 low 
am 1 to be free, in a country where I 
possess neither house nor land nor 
money; where I must submit to the 
government mould in the school, the 
field, the mine, the workshop, the 
playground, the camp, and even the 
church? For the church belongs to 
the state and can be shut up any mo
ment as being public property. Where, 
I ask, will freedom he when it has no 
weapons of assault or defense against 
an all-pervading, all-embracing Hr a li
ny such as this? Now we groan un
der many masters; then we should 
be throttled by one master, the ro-

cialiit Nero of Caligula, omnipotent 
over mind and body.

“A concerted union of the peoples 
of Europe endowed with universal in
telligence,” says Mr. Murphy, would 
nrrvent what he calls “democratic 
failures," i.e., more Jacobin French 
revolutions. Are we really to guide 
ourselves by dreams? It would ap
pear that we may expect “uphea
vals” of a disastrous kind until Eur
ope is concerted on a popular basis 
and “universal intelligence” prevail. 
Hut a universal proletaiiat (which is 
the basis of collectivism), however in
telligent it might be, would lie help
less at the feet of bureaucracy, armed 
with power to which the sole bound 
was exhaustion of the public resourc
es. How could resistance begin? Any 
partial strike would be suppressed, as 
the other day in France by M. Clem
enceau, precisely after the fashion of 
old times, “with instruments of hu
man laughter.” And a strike all 
round would starve the strikers. No; 
socialism spells despotism. It means 
absolute government by officials. It 
would be a tyranny established and 
endowed as no church, no state ever 
was since the worid began. Had en
ough in one country, what measure of 
justice would it deal out to an in
dividual who should object to vio
lence done him, were Europe confed
erated? Does Mr. Murphy assure us 
that the Catholic religion would be 
permitted to breathe in a system con
structed on these lines? If he doej, 
he stands alone. The Church knows 
better. So do the “leaders” who tell 
us that clericalism is the enemy.

Socialists, yes, we have heard of 
them before. But how about anar
chists? The considerations on which 
I have been touching are so patent 
that revolutionaries as determined as 
Prince Kropotkin and his predeces
sor Bakounin have set up their cry

-. list the state which Mr. Murphy 
seems to eoptemplate with satisfac
tion. They declare it to be the least 
endurable of tyrannies. I have spoken 
with philosophic adherents of this 
“new dispensation.” To the ahltst 
among them—for example, Mr. G. B. 
Shaw—it would appear that all these 
collective schemes are so many 

'stages of transition, ending in some 
I Utopia where the state has ceased to 
govern. I do not feel by any means 

j clear that Mr. Murphy is not in the 
long run, a supersocialist. If he is, 
let him say so. But, then, what be
comes of the logic and his labels ? 
Whenever, in conversation, 1 have 
raised these difficulties which the no

tion of an absolute state brings with 
it, my socialist friends have encour
aged me with an assurance that it 
would not be so absolute, after all. 
This, being interpreted, can hut mean 
that a certain degree of independence, 
founded on possession, would he left 
to the individual and to groups.

I strongly advise our Irish brethren 
to stand by liberty and the Catholic 
Church. We do not require to be 
taught the meaning of brotherly love 
by strangers to our faith, our ideals, 
and our creed. The Church rises 
far above socialism, far above anar
chism. She denies no rights, she 
inculcates all duties. She did not 
create the social misery which drives 
men mad to see it. She condemns all 
wealing, usuiious bargains, sacrifices 
to Mammon of the mother and the 
child. She declares that covetous
ness is the root of all evil. But she 
believes in the life to come. There
fore she cannot agree with revolu
tionaries who bound their horizon by 
the grave. She fears nothing; she 
hopes all good things. And she 
knows the heart of man, as they do 
not who flatter him with pernicious 
dreams. 1 commend to Mr. Murphy 
these words wrilten by the great 
American, Lowell: “We have begun 
obscurely to recognize that popular 
government is not in itself a panacea 
—is no better than any other form 
except as the xirfue and wisdom of 
the people make it so.”
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Wc nr., a Get mail, was t<x av dec
Geticral of t! w Soc ety by C<
gregation of the C<»mpany of Jes
in succe?" ion to the late F atht r M
tiu who dud last May. Fo low
the eled ion * nu-ssirnger w as imine

Halifax, Sept. 9.—Ideal Septeml c. ! 
sunshine lent added glory to the gran- | 
deur and solemnity of the cun ccra-1 
tkm ceremony of Archbishop McCar
thy at St. Mary's Cathedial to-day.
The xast cathedral was filled to its j 
utmost capacity. The scene was one 
of the grandest of its kind ever wit
nessed in this city. The gathering of 
prominent Catholic clergy was not
able, American dignitaries being 
among the number. The interior of 
the Cathedral had been renovated 
and decorated, and while marked by 
no lavish display, all the adornments 
were in keeping with the chastened 
surroundings. The sanctuary and 
main and side altars were a profusion 
of snow white flowers. The sanctu
ary was filled with long rows of sur- 
pliceil piiests and acolytes, and Arch
bishops and Bishops with their robes 
of purple and their mitres Munsig- 
nore Sbarretti was the consecrator, 
and among the other prelates present 
were Bishop Casey of St. John, Bish
op Eiuard of Valley-field, Bishop Cam
eron of Antigonish, Archbishop Du
hamel of Ottawa, Rev. Dr. Shahan,
Rev. Father Pace, Catholic Univer
sity, Washington, and Dr. McGold- 
rick, Brooklyn, who presented the 
Archbishop with the episcopal ring.

After the ceremony Archbishop Me- '"VJ'' """ ‘
Carthy made an eloquent and touch- *_al.her. W,,‘rnZL„î„he ^ elected gen
ing speech iu reply to an address and 
a purse of three thousand dollars pre
sented to him by the laity of the dio
cese.

The Halifax Recorder gives this 
sketch of Archbishop McCarthy:

Dr. McCarthy, as a hoy, gave pro
mise early of a brilliant career. In 
his college days he was conspicuous 
as an athlete and scholar, and as 
manhood developed, he took up the 
more serious side of life. Among his 
school mates were the present Rev.
Gregory O’Brien, S.J., of Montreal;
Father l nder wood, Father Grace, Fa
ther Manning, Father Scott, Father 
Driscoll, J. C. O’Mullin, James J.
Hopewell and many others who have 
earned a reputation in Church, state

atily dispatched to the Vatican to 
inform the Pope of the choice, which, 
to become effective, requires the Papal 
sanction.

“He is just the man fitted for the 
position,” said the Pope. He chart:vd 
Father Maeitens to take to General 
Wcinz the apostolic benediction an>1 
also an affectionate letter of greeting 
which he wrote to the General.

Father Francis Xavier Wcruz was 
born at Rothwell, Wurtemburg, on 
December 2, 1842, and at the age of 
fifteen years entered the society of 
which to-day he was chosen head. In 
1883 he received an appointment as 
professor in the Gregorian University 
and has been rector of the univer dty 
since 1904. He is a consulting mem
ber of the Congregations Ecclesias
tics, Extraordinary Affairs and Index 
Council, and is recognized as a pro
gressive man of present-day ideas and 
extremely energetic.

The meeting to-day of the Society 
of Jesus was opened after a short 
pi aver, with a pee in I it in by

eral of the society, who summarized 
the programme of the order in its 
complex fields of religious, moral and 
educational work. Father Wernz 
ended his address by conveying to 
all present the apostolic benediction, 
as he had been charged to do by the 
Pope.

Guelph Church

For the purpose of decorating the 
Interior and securing new stations of 
the Cross, marble altars and stained 
glass window’s, the congregation of 
the ch irch at Guelph are now col
lecting $40,t8)t). The church now en
joy s the reputation of being one of 
the grandest in Canada and with theand the community in which we live, 1 . . .. .. , 1 , .10. additional decoration it will be tak-aiui among Ins teachers was the Rt. ,,ii • ,, , ,, . . . jng anotherRev. Monsignor Dale, X .(>., adminis- .. , 4, a- 11 grandest,orator of the diocese. He was or-, _____________

(lamed at St. Mary’s Cathedral hv
the late Archbishop Connolly. Dr. L The Sistl’ls ”f st- Joseph of Brook-
McCarthy celebrated his first Mass 
at. Mount St. Vincent, and it was 
served hv the present Sir M. B. Dalv. 
Shortly afterward he was *ent to 
Kentville, the parish of the late Rev. 
Father Holden, arid it was here that 
the latter became so warm a friend 
of Dr. McCarthy. He spent three 
years with Father Holden, and upon 
the occasion of his transfer to Ches
ter, Dr. McCarthy was presented with 
an address and a horse and wagon. 
The parishioners at Kentville

Lyn, N.Y., celebrated the Golden Ju
bilee of their advent into the Diocese 
on Saturday, August 25th.

one of the finest and most successful 
fairs held by that parish, realizing 
some $7,00ti, with which he purchased 
the magnificent organ now in St 
Patrick’s Church.

After spending six years at the lat
ter place, he was transferred to St. 

and M»ry’s uPon the death of the esteem- 
surrounding districts reluctantly part- ed rector, Rev. E. F. Murphy, D.D. 
ed with him, and it was upon this ’he Cathedral parish he has con- 
occasion that Father Holden, whose ’lllUed his splendid work, and by his 
veteran service in the priesthood won earnestness and scholarly traits, his 
for him the esteem of the whole pro- R,eat devotion to the people-cspecial- 
vince, predicted a brilliant career for *-v ’h® poor—he has won the hearts 
Dr. McCarthy. of his parishioners, and the respect

Before parting from him Father |°* a** w*’h w’lom c°mes in con- 
Holden said: “Keep on, young man, , ,a<‘-
and one day, though I may not live 1 *,r' McCarthy is a scholar and ora- 
to see it, you will be Archbishop of,’”1 °* ’he superior ‘toss. His ser- 
this diocese.” I11 after years Father llllllls a’ ’C atliedral rank him 
Holden repea d this expression, anil , amon8 ’he most able ever heard
the words of the old priest have be 
justified.

■n 1 there, ar.d lie has the reputation of 
never ‘preparing a discourse. He

At Chester Dr. McCarthy spent Sln’aks from inspiration, and having 
about six years, in charge of a par-j *‘‘s*or5r a’ **'s ,'nKl'r ’ips. is able to 
ish that was almost a diocese, cov- ‘luo,e iront the important events of 
ering, as it did, New Ross, Dalhousie, an' aSc *’> a nianncr that at once 
Mahone Bay, Lunenburg, Bridgewater,
New Dublin and Chelsea. For hi

proclaims him wel'-read. 
guage, too, is always
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splendid work in this parish he was 
•electee for the more important 
charge of Yarmouth, where he spent 
some vears. Here he continued hi>

His lan- 
strikingly

good, and there is soundnes: and con
viction in liis pulpit discourses. As 
a lecturer he is one of the most suc
cessful in our midst, and taking

brilliant career, and besides winning ,samP|v' ‘ Monumental Rome,” which
the hearts of his people, built the 
present beautiful chure.i, as fine as | 
there is in the province, and one

to 
to

he delivered before the Art School 
and before the A.O IL in this city, he 

I must be classed with the most finish
ed and interesting ever heard in Hali
fax.

which will stand as a monument 
his energy and work for tears 
comP I He is also a splendid fl-eek

Upon the death of Monsignor Ca> st'hoIar> an astronomer of repute, and 
mod y he was transferred to Halifax l,ni* 1 *ie ’>es’ mathematicians in this 
and made rector of St. Patricks province, ani’ combined with these 
Church. Before leaving Yarmouth dualities are tolciancc and diplomacy, 
he was presented with an address, a whkh havc madr him s0 Popular, not 
gold headed cane and purse of monev. |ord' *’’h 1rs own, but with people 
These came not onlv from the parish- a** denominations. He is an eatn- 
ioners but from the Catholic societies l‘s’ ar,d apptoachable pastor to th« 
of that, place, among them being the i,oori'st in h‘s flock> and a clever busi- 
AO IL, for whom he lias always had i ne8s man wlth Sreat executive resour- 
the kindest regard. Coming to Hali
fax, he soon won the admiration of 

i St. Patrick’s parish, and organized ♦---- j
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