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GALATIANS.
The great principles which constitute the bases 

of the Epistle to the Galatians are of great interest 
and importance. It is upon the face of it element
ary, the churches of Galatia being in imminent 
danger of adding Judaism to Christianity in such 
a way as to destroy the nature of Christianity itself. 
Nor was theirs the only age in which liability to do 
so has existed, and has had to be watched against.

The law is a testing of human nature, to 
whether it can p- oduce righteousness for God, and 
a perfect rule of righteousness for that nature in all 
it owes to God and to a man’s neighbour. So that 
it claims subjection, and that man should fulfil its 
requirements under penalty moreover of judgment. 
The authority of God, the subjection of man to His 
commandments, and a perfect rule of conduct for 
man in his present state as a child of Adam are all 
involved in this system. But man, conscious he 
ought to fulfil it, his own conscience telling him it 
is right, and not suspecting his own weakness an J 
the depth of his ruin, and seeing that keeping it 
would be righteousness for him before God, readily 
takes it up as the way of having that righteousness, 
and enjoying divine favour—of being right when 
judgment comes. When unaxvakened,observance of 
its outward claims satisfies the natural conscience ; 
if understood spiritually, it leads to the discovery 
of that law in our members which hinders all 
cess in the attempt. But God having established
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