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THE PATHWAY TO PEACE. AMONG THE SUGAR PLANTA­

TIONS*
tances are counted today, which many 
think will some day be a part of our 
great commonwealth, to paes over to 
heathenism t

(By L. M. Zimmerman, D.D.)
John Gibson was born in Markham, 

nearby Toronto, in 1856. lie took his 
Arte course in the Toronto University, 
where he was a favorite and a leader 
on the campus and in college societies, 
aud carried off high honors in his class. 
He graduated from Knox theological col­
lege, ami took a year of 
work ai Princeton, and ano 
Seminary, New Yo 
oughly equipped, aud ready for rny 
good work, when the call of the hast 
Indian.- of British Quiana reached h m.

The greatest gift the Lord had fur 
man was ilia peace. "My peace 1 give 
unto you" was among lüe last things 
he said before his death, and "Peaoe be 
unto you" was among the limt thmgs 
he said alter his resurrection. The ground 
of true peace lies in the giU ot Ood 
to man, and witnout that peace mere 
will always be wanting tüe one tiling 
needlui. it would be a blessed tuuig 
lor uod, our homes, the Uuuich aud our 
Country uiu people at large rise up ana 
»age hat lies ol peace.

names ol bloodshed should be a 
Hung ot the past, tor euch battles are 
tmnai ayd inhumane. What we pray lor 
is « universal Urouierhood, wueu mere 
an an oe put into practical eheci ihe sung 
ol me angels wuen they sang. Peace 
on eariu, good will toward men.' There 
are many cutler en l iuuds ot trail in the 
laud, uui mere is a rare fruit ot the lips 
vt Ahicu the propnet laaw speaks when 
he says, "i creaie me lruu vt me lip». 
And anal is ihat truttl "nun ol me 
tips; aurely it must be a sweet null. 
Aud so it is, tor it is, aocmumg to me 
same pruphei, "Peace, peace. vu thaï 
lue Up» ui more people today hole tins 
mud of trim, tor then woum mere oe 
a more messed world m wuicn to tiu.*.

» amity umereuues, cuurou quarrels, ua 
liuual eouangeuiams, social embntei 
meuts, couiu an largely be avoided uiu 
mure ups oear the fruit of peace, un 
iuriunaieiy there are muse tu every ue 
parlaient ol lue who caunol speax bui 
mat tuej cause irouoie. tio wnere Uiey

mere is a utiuistry ol ooiigatiou wUivu 
Ao one lives uuiu 

Uiuisdii alone, ine unit ui v«iue is 
not money, oui m*u; cuaracier auu not 
commerce must be recognised a» tu* 
bacui principle ot national pioapein.,. 
i.neu once a nation is to ue guveluen 
ana taieu Oj money lamer man uj 
iu+uij men, men win loilow inevivaoiy 
me dow mail ol mat nation.

<

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS AND THE 
HOME.

In a ministry of more than forty years 
in revival work in all parte of the coun 
try. I have found that the homes where 
our religious journals are found are the 
most spiritual in life and consecrated in 
labor for Christ. And more—I have al 
ways noticed that the pastors who have 
given special attention in the pulpits 
and home to get religious paper into the 
families of their churches have excelled 
in their work of eaving men, promoting 
missions, and all the financial ' «part 
ments of their churchee.

Now I wish to speak of one feature 
of the special influence of a religious 
paper in the home life.» It is that of 
providing the children, at the time f 
their marriage and making new homes, 
with a religious paper. Often have I 
noticed that when sons and daughters 
are married aud settled in life, their 
pious parents, in whose homes they have 
lieen reared under the hallowed influence 
of the weekly religious paper, have bereft 
them of this continued influence and 
power, simply because when they gave 
them the parting kiss, and perhaps sup­
plies to set up housekeeping in their 
new home, they have failed to subscribe 
for them the religious paper which had 
shed light in the pathway of their child­
hood days. One of the first blessings 

parents should confer upon their 
children in the new home is the reli­
gious paper. And when that is done, 
who can tell the hallowed character 
building which will be effected thereby. 
And not only this upon Uieir personal 
lives, but the far reaching influence for 
Christ upon the Church and the world. 
Zion's Herald.
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r
! While in the earlier part of the last ct nt- 

ury, British Guiana was one of the m>st 
ch< iished and successful lields of mis- 

îse, in Mr. Gibson’s time 
t neglected land. The 

negroes have been largely replaced in 
ag; tuliural labor by East Indiana, who 
now constitute nearly one half the 
ulatiou, and in rural districts an over­
whelming majority. They were rapidly 
gaming on the Christian population. 
The lite, speech and customs of India 
are every wnere in evidence, aud Hindu 
ami Mohammedan temples 
among ihe Christian churches.

The Pies by 1erian Church in the colony 
viewed this eclipse of heatheuiaiu with 
dismay, but were powerless to oope with 
the situation aud receiving no hope of 
assistance from Scotland, appealed to 
Canada for a missionary.

This request came before the Assembly 
of 1863, aud wip favorably received. 
Another request for a missionary soon 
followed. Mr. Alexander Crum Ewing 
askeu lJr a man to labor on Better Hope 
estate, on the East Coast of nemeiuia, 
aud promised lull support. The Foreign 
mission Committee therefore advertised 
lor two men, but uo one adapted to the 
Wur* volunteered, aud they were coin 
peiled tu report their lailure to the As­
sembly of 1684.

When tine humiliam g rep 
bciore the Aeeembly, Mr. Gilwou's heart 
bumeu within him auu lie wae not dis­
obedient to the heavenly call. He olfered 
his services, which were gladly accepted 
and Ue >«ae de.-iguuted and Bailed witii 
little delay. Alter ependmg eix mouths 
in Trinidad with our Ewit Indian Mis 
si.»u eludying tlie work aud language, 
he landed in British Guiana in -day 
tobo, aud at once opened work on the 
West Coast of Demeiara.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS.

Monday—Seeking the lost, Luke 15:1-1. 
Tuesday—Bright prospects, Isa. 40:3-11. 
Wednesday — Hastening the work, 

Psalm 110.
Thursday—Losing yet saving, Mark 

8:35 38.
Friday—Why a missionary! John 12: 

23 26.
Saturday—An unfading crown, 1 Pet.

664.
Sunday—A Missionary among the su 

gar plantations: Rev. J. Gibson. Luke 
11:37 42.

urt came

aiu »uo..g niuot ueip bear the .uiuaun».. 
ui me Wwaa, raiuei than merely piea-w 
tnemsCivea, and tne more me people at 

«% uuiu tueiu»eivea lue peace
ui tne blessed Master, tne inuie opeeuny
«.ui in h» great nation oi uuis ovvo.no 
me envy u* me worm aud uie glory o* 
uod, lor we win be men a nation wnere 

becomes Uis urotaer»tu every man 
aeeper, a nation wnere the will ol uou 
a in ue done on eariu as it is m heaven.

The last report we have from Mr. 
Gibson is of the year ititiV. lie then 
reported M communicants and 6b bap­
tisms, 4o adults aud 10 children, lie 
had brought a catechist with him from 
Trinidad, and secured another in his own 
held, luebe labored under his super­
vision. He bad four schools, enrolling 
over oOO pupils, who received daily relig 
ious instruction. His regular bun day 
Services were held in three central places, 
but his work extended over eleven ->ugai 
estates, where tie visited the hospitals, 
held open air meetings wherever pratic­
able and did personal work in the 
homes. But in November, 1888, while 
absorbed in this expanding work, 
ness suddenly stayed his hand, and in 
eight days more he had paused from his 
abundant labors to his rest aud reward.

may Uod s peace be in every man a 
heart, that tneieby there may he irom 
every man s me a pathway to peace.— 
nuiuerau Observer.

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.

Arrow—The bow was the moat com­
mon of all the offensive weapons of an 
tiquity. Originally the branch of a tree 
of convenient size, it came in time to 
be made of various substances, of wood 
backed with horn, of horn entirely, of 
brass, aud even of ivory. Some were 
shape-i Like the English bow, 
were like buffalos* horns. T 
were usually of deer's sinews carefully 
prepared, and well protected by a bow 
case, when the weapon was not in use. 
The arrows for hunting were usually of 
reed, tipped with flint, and often without 
feathers; but war arrows were of wood, 
about 30 inches long, tipped with metal 
and winged w-ith three lines of featheiw.

Sworn—An oath is a solmen promise 
made with a definite appeal to Uod to 
witness and avenge any falsehood or 
breach of the contract. When the He 
brews made a compact, they sacrificed 
certain animals, divided their bodies 
lengthwise into two equal parts, and 
the contracting parties passed bet 
the pieces, in imprecation of a like fate 
upon themselves, if they broke the vow. 
Sometimes they swore by placing the 
hand under the thigh. Orientals were 
more emotional and impulsive than we 
are, and appealed more frequently to 
the oath.

DISTRUSTING GOD IN PRAYER.

why should there ever be an "une* 
peeved answer to prayer! A man wuo 
anew ot a lnenu s great u«eu, auu wuo 
had been vainly trying to discover some 
way to Uelp uis ineud, "happened wane 
in prayer vo tlnuk ol the need, and 
asked uod, more as a matter ui iorrn 
Ilian witn any expectation of an 
swer, for guidance out of the dilhculty. 
a lew hour» laier he was annoyed at 
being interrupted by a caber. Betore 
the call was over, the visitor had, with­
out being asked, volunteered the tact 
that certain resources were available 
that would exactly meet me difficulty 
out of which no way had hitherto up 
peared. The uuexpecteu answer to pray­
er was a rebuke to me nalt-bearted 
petitioner who had so distrusted Uod 
that he had looked for no answer, li 
God, in his love and mercy, so often an­
swers our half hearted prayers, what 
would he do if we would only trust him 
fully 1

and some 
he strings

.lick

We have now three missionaries in 
British Guiana, 
and McKenaie, and the work has ex­
tended from the county of Uemerara 
to Berbice and Essequibo, and eome 
twenty native workers are engaged ai.d 
under training.

This mission, for which Gibson laid 
down his dilfe must appeal to eveiy 
young Canadian. Can we allow this gem 
of our Empire, near our gates as dis-

Messrs. Cropper, Fisher

•Y.P. monthly topic Aug 30. A Mis 
sionary among the sugar plantations; 
Rev. John Gibson, B.D.. Luke U: 37It is the peaoe God has himself that 

he gives us when we trust him enough. 48.
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