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Layine CORNER-STONE.

During the following August the coraer-stone of the

first Methodist church in Victoria was laid. The build- -

ing was situated at the corner of Broad and Pandora
Streets, and was afterwards known as the Pandora
Street Methodist Church. The stone was laid by Gov-
ernor Douglas, and the building was dedicated the fol-
lowing May. Its usefulness was considerably lessened,
however, by the building of the Metropolitan Methodist
Church in 1890, which claims the honor of being the
mother church of Methodism in the provinee, as, though
the Pandora Street edifice was built first, it was not
used for church purposes alone. The first pastor of the
Metropolitan Church congregation was Dr. Evans, who
was assisted by Rev. Dr. Robson, Rev. Arthur Browning
and Rev. D. V. Lucas and Rev. Coverdale Watson
(whose widow is now living in Vancouver), who acted
as pastor for two separate terms.

Of the pioneers of Methodism, the following families
were prominent and whom I counted among my friends:
The Trounces and Donalds we had known in California;
Sheriff McMillan and family, Captain McCulloch, Mr.
and Mrs. T. S. Bone, Mr. and Mrs. Humber, Mr. and
Mrs. Norris, Alderman Kinsman, and Father McKay,
as he was affectionately termed by his intimate friends.
All these have gone to their rest. Of those who are still
with us, hale and hearty, are Mrs. Bullen, Mrs. Capt.
MecCulloch, Mr. and Mrs. David Spencer, Mr. and Mrs.
N. Shakespeare, Mrs. Carne, Mrs. Branch, Mr. and Mrs.
Pendray, Mrs. John Kinsman, Isaac Walsh, and others
I cannot remember. I have attended many tea meetings
held in the basement of the old chureh, presided over
by these pioneer ladies.




