
Tools. 9

imule to suit all requirements and in various styles by firms

making a speciality of this work. The stronger the inetal

used, the better the clasp and the easier for the worV >• to

handle, as clasps of poorer quality are sometimes spoilt even

whilst being fixed to the liooks.

Imitation metal fastenings are necessary for certain pur-

poses, although their u^e is nowconsiderably limited. These

are the stamped metal rims and corner pieces, which are in-

dispensable in the manufacture of sample cases, &c. The

fancy goods with their decorated liorders which were so

popular at one time have disappeared from the trade ; on

the other hand, there has been a demand for fancy coloured

cords made by twisting cords together.

D.—Tools.

The bookbinder's workshop of to-day presents quite a

different aspect from that of our forefathers, even if we go

back only 60 years.

The work benches as now found in small leather or

jobbing shops stand near wide and lofty windows, each

bench having a large d/awer at each worker's place.

Underneath, between the legs of the bench, there is a board

fixed on supports upon which boxes containing colours or

any other materials in use are placed within easy reach ; and

so that the board may not inconvenience the worker sitting

in front of it, a semi-circular opening is cut it each worker's

place. At each nlace there is a stool, somewhat higher than

an ordinary chair, with three legs and a round flat seat.

The legs are connected by strong bars for the worker to rest

his feet upon. Shelves for the larger tools are conveniently

arranged on the walls, so as not to be a hindrance, but still

within easy reach. A few smaller chests with drawers are

required for the storing of smaller tools and pieces of metal

ornament, Ac.
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