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TBZ PAlUnBIX OABE

Now, let me take a »ery importjuit caie referred to previoutly in

this debate, » liffetent line of caie, not an impeachment cue ;
that »

the Paraell caic, a caw in which a Britith commoner was charged by

that great ConieiTative thunderei, The London Timet, with a grave

crime, a caie which had been considered for a luimuer o< yean by the

Britiah Houae of Commons, a case that led to, as this did, » great l .«!

of heated discussion. Speakers ref»:rred to it, members o» the House

used a great deal of animated discussion, very much passion, very much

the sane kind as the greater number of the hon. gentlemen opposite

have exhibited in this discussion; even the Leader of the Opposition,

who ought i^ive a fair and moderate lead, entirely \f i his head and

frantically t ted about larceny and murder. (Aj>pL jse.) When the

Pamell can- me before the British House of Commons, an alleged

crioc committed outside the House, the same as the present, but

bn, -iht up on the floor of the House, M is the pre»ent charge—when

thf T3W charges were made, affecting not only the dignity of the House

of Caramons, but affecting as this charge affects every hon. gentleman

sinii* as a member of this House, Mr. Parnell rose on the floor of the

Houae and submitted this question :—
. „. . j , ..

"I now beg to ask the right hon. gentleman, the First Lord of the

Treaaury, whether he will grant i select committee consisting, if he likes,

entirely of Eitglish and Scotch members." to inquire into them and

report the ftcu to the House ?
. ^ , ^

If the British Houae <rfCommons had appointed a select Committee,

that would be a precedent in favor of the contention of hon. gentlemen

opponte, but if the British House of Commons gave reasons for not

srading a case of that kind to a Committee of the House, but of sending

it on to the jud^ then I ask is that not a strong argument in favor of

onr ccmtention ? I ask hon, gentlemen to tell us if a Committee of this

r ouse, consisting of 41 members, nearly half the House, will not

naturally be divided into Conservatives and Liberals, if the Conservatives

will not naturally desire to bring about a report which will lead them to

the land they have been looking forward to for thirty-three years ?

(Applause.) Would not they naturally desire to bring in a report that

wouldusist them to wala across to the treasury benches ? So, also,

would not our natural desire—hold the scales as evenly as you will—

the natural detire of the majority of that Committee would be to have a

report brought in which would maintain the integrity of the Ministers

and maintain the LiberaU in power ? I leave that to any independent

thinking man if that would not be the natural result. That is the exact

t'i:ng that the British Commoners said. The Finit Lord of the Treasury,

Mf. W. H. Smith, answered Parnell .—


