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fCDM be stood not before but amtmg kinp and waa the friend and

confidant of prophets, priesti, princes and kings of Science, divinely

endowed with the very highest intdliectual power. For he inhabited

a world where dwelt such a galaxy as Lord Kelvin, Clerk Maxwell,

Knobel, Darwin, Christie, Lockyer, Hale, J. Couch Adams, the

discoverer of Neptune, Lord Lindsay, Newcomb, Airy, Huggins,

Struve, Dollen and many more. These were kings itideed. He
also not only touched but entered into the ve.y Canaan of a social

nnd aristocratic kingdom where dwelt such men as Sir Bartle Frere,

Cedl Rhodes, Earl Grey, once Governor-General of our DcmiinioD,

the Khedive of E^ypt, Lord Crawford and many more. He also

fully illustrated in his life and work the Carlylean maxim, for he was

indeed a producer in the realm of A8t.onomical Science; his work

with the Cape heliometer, determination of the solar parallax from

observations of Mars, geodetic survey of Rhoaesia, hU measure-

ment of the arc of a meridian, observations oh the coniets of 1880,

1882, 1884, 1892, 1899, 1901, 1903, 1904 were but a few stars in the

crown of his success. These were indeed far more than the "piti-

fullest infinitenmal fraction of a product." A; ' he verily found l|is

work, and he therefore needed lio otbT bkeaedness, althougd he

rejoiced in many more. With David Gill astronomy was almost a

religion. But in the words of Professor George Forbre his bio-

grapher "the reverence for his chosen science was tempered by

human sympathies''* ; and we have a most interesting record of

his delightful social and democratic life, his humour, hiii enjoyment

of the world and his varied employments, among whidi even deer

stalking ocpupied a special place. Not only was he skilled in

shooting stars, but was an expert in shooiing deer, and thus the

range of his life was lai^ arid varied. He loo>ked at it from so

many angles that he was indeed a hunian polygon. He was not an

astronomer for gain, or even for professional renown, or self ad-

vancement. He was ain astronomer because he could not help It.

He sang the song of his life just "as the linnets sirig". In a word

he did not live by astronomy but he lived for astix>nbmy. To Win

ii was not only a sentiment but a sacrifice, not only a feeling but a

fact, not oniy an emotion but an energy. Duty is a word vwry mucli

exalted in general estimaticHT c it is coki, metallic, and hard,

although admirable. A man lor duty only goes at his work with


