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-Mr. (
'. \V. r.owi' rc|)(prt>' tliiit it contains many niaiinc as well as I'nsliwalff

(iialoins. Its inviTtcliiatc animal life was unusually licli, hotli in^i'ci> ilicmip-

Icia, iliplcra and colcoplcra ), worm-i (ulinucli'icta- ami tuilx'llaiia i, snails
(Ajiiixn Iniiiniinnin. amphipods (Si/niu-ilhi JoIkiiisim i and a Kirjit iiumKiT of
(<ipcpods ( A' i/c/y^ (//(*/(( sj). I, ostiacoils,'' aiul cladoccra iDaiilinin jiulcr f. (ii slim lis-,

i'lnjiliiriis sphitiTinis, and Ennnrrvas iilnrinlis). lifin}{ hrowu and mimcrous
the last natncd laijjc cladoccnm was easily the most conspicuous invcitcluatc
iniialiitiiif!; the ixuul: it was noticed swimming freely in tlie water, "rowinfi"'
witli its antenna' and foliaceous let's from one part of the mossy brink to
another and occasionally I kiny; itself on to the vegetation liy its lar^e ali-

(lominal daw. In this pond mali' I'ohjitrUiniilla liii:im were also >ecured.

The hrackish character of the lake and jiond may lie explained thus:

—

(!) The suiroundinn soil is a raised and auf?tnented sea-iieach still coii-

taininj!; much saline matter: I'i) the |)ond and lake are sufhciently deep to allow
the more salty and heavier water to remain lielow all the year icuind; and
V.i) this hottcim wati'i- does not freeze at all and later in the summer
(inidille or end of .lul> i most of the lueltinj; water in the -hallow places

alxive e\aporates or runs otV through the swamj) to (Irantley liarlxiur. and so
has little influence in freslienin>; the more salty walrr below. As the tnaxinium
thickness of lake-ice alon(i; this coast is about seven feet we may suppose that
the deepest part of the lake in rpK^stiou (sav more than nine fe<'t i does not
freeze to th< bottom diirinj; the winter (though the ponds do); and thus the

organisms found in this more salty bottom-water of the lake, c.iu live there all

year round, supposing the life-cycle of each species allows it. The reason tin-

surface-water in tiie lake apparentlv is fresli, but that in the |)oud brackish

is probably bi i-e of the very limited extent of the latter, its lack of outlet,

and the stronji inlluence of the saline soil surruundinn it, therefore more briny

character of its water.

The ])ou(ls on the hifiher tundra (see p. ;{) had tlie usual character of more
shallow tundra ponds with rich vcfjetation of mosses. Canx. Eriophvruin,

Hipinuis, I'lricultiria. etc., about and in them. The invertebrate lif(> was
ver.v rich and consisted in addition to insects, etc. is(>e above) of the following

Crustacea: lumdreils of d:irk brown, smaller ami)hipods {Sumirdla jobanscni),

the most typical and conspicuous invertebrate in them; clailocera (Daphnia
pulcx, and D. longispiiiii), and branehipods (female Pohiartemiella hazeni).

Uegardinn the influence of the seasonal weather at Port Clarence we know
from the narratives by Ca|)tain IJeechey of the "Hlofisoni" and others' that the

ponds and lakes at I'ort Clarence freeze over during; Sef)tember: from November
on they are froztui to the bottom and ti piround is coverc'd with snow. Tlie

snow and ice then befjin to melt away in May: and durinti the summer con-

sideiablv more rain falls than on the coast north of Bering strait. I'lie ranpie

of the averajje tcmiierature during the year is from about 2.')° to .")0° V.

II.—Coast East of Point Barrow.

Tlie first snow in the fall comes between the middle and einl of September,

but on occasional mild d.iys it may melt away in the sun at noon, so that

it is often October and later before^ the land is well covered with

snow. The pround is frozen from the surface down from the middle or end of

September; new ice covers the ponds and lagoons faboul one foot thick in
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- See \'ol IX. Pari A. of lhi< ^ono- "f leporls.
^ riio 0-itrn('o(i!i sorured ilurinz tlic < ' in;i(li:in .Arntir Kxpe iition have not yot heon idwitifie 1.
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