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It is good to come to Buffalo, and to see such remark-
able evidences of our American home front effort. Since re-
fturning from Japan last year, I have seen a great deal of
our United States and have come to appreciate, as never be-
fore, the great power of the American people to work, to
cooperate, and to sacrifice. Never geared for war in time
of peace, we are makling up our preparedness double-time, and
we may take profound satisfaction in the unprecedented Job
of production and organization already accomplished through-
out our nation.

Tonight, I propose to tell you something about the pre-
paredness efforts of our enemies, so that you may see all the
more clearly what kind of men we are up against, I shall
talk about Japan simply because I happén to know that country
best, but much of what I say will apply, because of historical
parallels, to Germany as well.

The Japanese have prepared for aggression only inter-
mittently through their long history, but they have always
prepared for war. It is my firm belief that the men actually
exercising highest civil authority in Japan during the 1920's
were not deliberately scheming to attack the United Btates.
That job was being done by the nationalist, super-patriotic
secret socleties, by the military planners, by scattered
zealots here and there in the government, all of whom came to
power with the rise of the military gangsters. But even
though the eivilian leaders of Japan did net prepare for
aggression, they most certainly prepared for war. Even the
most pacifistlic Japanese leaders wanted their nation armed
to the teeth, drilled s6 well that it could fight in its
sleep, and ready to face and whip the world at a minute's
notice. On the subject of aggression, there was, I believe,
honest doubt among the leaders and the people of Japan. On
the subject of preparedness, there was no doubt whatever:
all Japanege favored readiness for war.

Indeed, it is one of the characteristics of the Japanese
that they should attempt to guard against gll contingencies.
In the long history of Japan, we find a succession of extreme

measures,
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