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Wildermann in Flying Dutchman

Singing career reads like rags to riches story

By AGNES KRUCHIO

The rags to riches story of the
most popular and revered singer at
the current season of the Canadian
Opera sound like a clichéd fairy
tale.

A young lad who ‘just liked to sing,
but who had little training and work-
ed as a longshoreman almost discon-
tinued his already sporadic singing
lessons when his singing teacher was
asked to recommend someone to
quickly step into the role of the king
in Aida in a visiting opera company.

Through the only role he had ever
learned, the singing career of
William Wildermann began, and dur-
ing the past 30 years he has done
nothing else but opera.

Widermann used this story to il-
lustrate the effects ‘flukes’ have had
on his career. In his case the super-
stition of most theatre people is well
founded. He is in Toronto for the fall
season of the Canadian Opera
Company now at the O’Keefe
Centre, from the Stuttgart Opera
House.

GOTTERDAMMERUNG

Last year he had appeared in the
role of Hagen in Wagner’s Die
Gotterdammerung for the Canadian
Opera Company, after he had refus-
ed to do the part for years on the ad-
vice of his elders, and it “‘turned out
to be the best thing he has ever
done” once he decided to gamble it.

It has won him instant acclaim
with the Opera company and Toron-
to audiences and critics alike, and
has resulted in many offers with
other companies.

Many critics claim that his voice
has undergone a fabulous transfor-
mation, that his voice has become
richer and stronger than ever before.
He admits that it may have
something to do with his outlook,
also.

UNHAPPY AT MET

“I was never very happy at the
Met”, he told us, referring to the
seven years he spent there
before he had gone to the Stuttgart
Opera House. ““A voice is a very fine
instrument, and you have to be
basically happy to sing at all, and es-
pecially if you want to sing well.”

While most singers at his time of
life would be thinking of phasing
themselves out, Wildermann has
been taking on demanding
Wagnerian roles that would become
an ambitious young singer. “Oddly
enough, in the ten years I spent in
Germany I have never done Wagner
— it is just as difficult to stage there
as it is here,” he said, refering to the
massive stage props and choral par-
ticipation it takes to do many
Wagnerian operas.

Wildermann believes that the op-
portunities for young singers have
diminished since the abolition of
travelling companies the likes of
which gave him his first start. “A
person could not do today what I
did” he said. “The normal route
nowadays is, after years of expensive
training, to sing in the chorus until
given the opportunity to sing small
roles.”

“The problem then,” he ex-
plained,” is that a singer may blow
his only chance through sheer
nerves, simply because he is not

Five EaSy Pieces

Jack Nicholson and Karen Black
trip through Five Easy Pieces, a
tale of pianos and life. Winters
presents the film Friday and Sunday
nights at 8:30 p.m. in Curtis LH-I, for
$1.25 general, $1 Winters.

used to singing alone.

When asked about the effects of
the different treatments of opera in
Canada and in Europe, he told us:
“A singer can expand artistically if
he has a measure of security as he
does in Europe.”

“In Stuttgart, for example, there is
an opera, a theatre and a ballet com-
pany all under one roof, with their
own theatre shops, and they
manufacture all the props and
costumes right there. The complex
employs several thousand, and the
people support it through their tax-
es.”

CANADA ENTHUSIASTIC

“But opera in Canada has much
more enthusiastic audiences than in
Germany,” he continued. “There is
an air of excitement generated here
that is not found in Germany, where
many singers behave like a species
of civil servant — they look on their
performance as just doing a job.

Brando in Tango

Last Tango in Paris waltzes onto
the screen Saturday and Sunday
nights at 8:30 in Curtis LH-L.
Bethune presents Bertolucci’s con-
troversial film with Marlon Brando
and Maria Schneider. Restricted ad-
mission, for $1 Bethune, $1.25
general. No movie next week, but
Warren Beatty in The Parallax View
in two weeks.

Here they appreciate every move a
singer makes.”

Aside from doing some of the early
operas, white-bearded Wildermann
would like to do the role of Hans
Sachs in Der Meistersinger.

“That would be a role to end all
roles,” he said. “One could build a
whole career just around that one
role.”

While there will not be a single
base part for him to sing in next fall’s
seasons of the Canadian opera,
Wildermann who is now freelancing
is busier than ever. “I feel I'm in the
best vocal shape I have ever been in”’
he said.

After the engagement in Toronto
he will be heading to Argentina to do
Tannhauser, after which he will be
singing in Seattle as Hagen, and then
in the entire mammoth Ring Cycle.
Next fall he will sing in Tristan and
Isolde for a CBC telecast.

“That is, if my gallbladder holds
out,” he said. He missed the first
two performances of The Flying
Dutchman this fall because of a
sudden attack, and will be undergo-

William Wildermann in a scene from the extravagant production of
Boris Godunov. He also sings the role of Donald in Flying Dutchman.

ing an operation for it sometime this
winter.

And eventually he would like to
get into a totally different line of
work which beside his busy career he
has had little opportunity to pursue:
animal husbandry. In the meantime 1V 101° g 79 gerrard street east
he will have to settle for stopovers “]‘ FIons at church
on his long abandoned, beautiful :
farm in the Catskills.

“This may sound corny,” he said,

“but after all the travelling around
and living abroad that I have done,
the States are where I feel really at
home.”

Creepy-crawlies

Ann James’ structural creations
will creep and crawl about the York
Art Gallery, N145 Ross, until Oc-
tober 20. Everyone is invited.

Want ads are accepted in Room Ill, Central Square, and have to be prepaid. Up to
20 words cost $1.00, additidnal words are 5 cents each, up to a total of 30 wor-
ds. Deadline is Tuesdays 12 noon.

CCIossified Ads

TYPING ON CAMPUS - essays, theses,
memoranda or law, expertly done, reason-
able rates. 661-3019 after 5 PM, or cll day
on weekends.

YOUR UNIVERSITY
OPTOMETRIC SERVICES

HARBINGER
-unplanned pregnancy counselling
-contraception and v.d. information

LEATHER YORK JACKET, size 40, like
new, worn two months. Reg. $85 Only $40.
Phone 635-7972.

TAKE MY NUMBER and call tonight if you
want your essays typed just right. Fast,
accurate, reasonable. 491-8063.

By Appointment
'S. Salsberg, O.D.
M.L. Gross, B.Sc., 0.D.
Central Square

VIVID HANDWOVEN 6'x9' Peruvian wool -legal and medical referral

rug or wall hanging. New, $220; 6 mos. oid,

$165. Phone 781-3600 after 6 p.m. 214 Vanier Residence

ESSAYS ACCURATELY TYPED. Reason-
able rates. Paper supplied. For information
call E. Weiser, 787-8811 after 5:30.

667-3509

Monday-Friday 9 AM - 6 PM 667-3700

MEN'S GROOMING CENTRE ‘“Central
Square” - We carry complete line of Red-
ken - RK products. Mon-Thurs. 9-7 pm, Fri.
9-6 pm. Closed weekends. 661-3234.

YORK UN'VERS'TY STUDENT FLIGHTS TO VANCOUVER at

EXPERT TYPING SERVICES. Have your
essays, books, theses, memoranda pro-
fessionally typed. Low price - 50¢/page.
Available 9 am - 9 pm. Phone 248-2459.

DENTAL SERVICE

Christmas; Dec. 21 - Jan. 03; Dec. 22 - Jan.
04 $159.00 round trip. Hurry, seats are
limited - contact: AOSC, 44 St. George St.,

DRAFTING OR ARTIST TABLE, chair, and
light. All adjustable. Best Offer. 694-4438. .

TYPING DONE IN MY HOME, IBM execu-
tive Typewriter, Bathurst-Steeles location,
cann anytime, Mrs. Logan, 223-1325.

Toronto, Ont. M5S 2E4. Tel: 962-8404 or:

Now in Founders Residence J
your local Student Council Office.

Rm 114
By Appointment

USED FUR COATS & JACKETS $10.00 &
up. New $99.00 & up. Excellent selection
trade ins accepted. We buy used furs. Paul
Magder Furs, 202 Spadina Ave., Toronto
MST 2C2, Tel. 363-6077. Between Queen &
Dundas Streets. Mon, Tues, Wed, & Sat, 9
am - 6 pm. Thurs & Fri till 9 p.m.

FLIGHTS TO EUROPE at Christmas
$249.00 and up/Youth Fares/Group Flights
Contact: OASC, 44 St. George St., Toronto,
Ont. M5S 2E4. Tel.: 962-8404 or your local
Student Council Office.

Tel. 667-6327 749- 6631

TYPING TERM PAPERS, essays, theses,
etc. Phone Mrs. Douglas, 491-1086.

TYPING SERVICES - fast, accurate, neat.
All | ask for is 45* per page. All you need
ask for is Richard. 633-0612
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WRITERS & REPORTERS WANTED for
Toronto oriented erotic tabloid. Write us
at Box 253 Cote Des Neiges, Montreal H3S
2S6.

USED RECORDS & BOOKS, (new and
used including “religion”, philosophy,
science fiction, crafts, survival, and litera-
ture). Around Again, 18 Baldwin Street
(Bring your used records).

SKI ASPEN from $269.00. 1 week tours -
January, February, March. Contact: AOSC,
44 St. George St., Toronto, Ont. M5S 2E4.
Tel.: 962-8404 or your local Student'
Council Office.

WOMEN

The Women's Workshop is for
all women - students, faculty

HELP-WANTED - ROOTS SHOE STORE
needs Part-time and Full-time salespeople.
Good environment and people. Steady
work. Good Pay. 781-3574.

B

BOOKS WANTED: Philosophy 306, Social
Science 289, Political Science 201, 210
Cash. Jeffery 633-0222.

!
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YORK HOMOPHILE ASSOCIATION -
Thursday, October 3 - 7 PM Bethune Rm.
215. If you are unable to attend, you may
leave your name in the YUHA box in the
CYSF
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AIR FORCE LIGHTER, approximately two
weeks ago in the Ross building. Sentiment-
al value. Small reward offered. Contact
George Dunn, 3767.

REGISTERED NURSE. OBSTETRICIANS

and staff. We offer reading
material, coffee and a piace to
meet and talk as well as asser-
tive training and awareness
groups. Stop by anytime bet-
ween 12:00 to 4:00 PM on
Tuesdays or Wednesdays in
Rm. 148 B.S.B.

ABLE OPTICAL

Glasses the same day — We fill doc-
tor's prescriptions, repair and replace
broken glasses expertly. Large selec-
tion of modern frames at reasonable
w| Prices. Located in the Jane-Finch Mall
| opp. Food City.

Cary Quail,

Optician. 638-2020

CLASSIFIED
ADS
Deadline:

Tuesday 12:00 noon.
(must be prepaid)

QUEBEC SKI to Mont. Ste. Anne - Dec.
27/74 - Jan. 1/75 or Dec. 29/74 - Jan. 3/75.
All transportation, accomodation - Quebec
Hilton, swimming pool, 6 days in all,
5 days skiing. From $78.00. Call Marie 742-
4494 9 am - 9:30 pm, Mon to Fri

500 USED
FUR COATS
& JACKETS

Top Quality
From $19.00
Many like new, all types of furs.
Also new coats from $99.00

FURS BY SHAPIRO
3364 Yonge Street
481-9690

SUMMIT SKI - Mont. Ste. Anne - Dec.
27/74 - Jan. 1/75 or Dec. 29/74 - Jan. 3/75
1. Transportation, Accomodation - Holiday
Inn or Hilton. 4/room - $78.00, 2/room -
$89.00 2. Transportation, Accomodation -
2 meals/day, tows. 4/room $151.00, 2/-
room $165.00. Call 889-7677.

SKI MONT STE ANNE

Dec. 23-30 or Dec. 29-Jan. 5

Hotel, bus, tows, meals, etc.,
7 days Only $165.

or:
BLUE VISTA TOURS

Nassau $219. - Air, hotel, meals, etc.

Also Acapuico, Bahamas, etc.
We have space available including

Christmas and reading week.

Conquest Travel Services

- Robbie: 221-1112 (days)
782-5033 (nights)

3 bedroom apt. at University City $102/-
month. Call Pepi - 636-0194 or leave note
at 046 B.S.B.

and Gynaecologists. Office. Keele, Lawren-
ce area. Monday through Thursday 4:30
pm - 8:30 pm. Phone 241-9115.




