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Empire State of Ethiopia has
long history of conflict

By Gosie Gudeta

To understand the current
Ethiopian political crisis the
problematic combination of
historical circumstances have
to be considered. Before the
late 19th century, Abyssinia,
an old name for an Amhara na-
tion, was different from the
present Empire, State of
Ethiopia. The Empire after the
late 19th century constitutes
more than eighty nationalities.

"Silasie began
systematically
to eliminate the
language and
culture of the
Oromos and
other peoples”

Each one of these naticnalities
had its own territory, ianguage
and culiure. In fact, each one
of them used to have its own
form of government ond lived
by itself.

In 1855, an Amhara King

called Tweodrose attached the

neighboring nationalities.
Tewodrose received arms from
foreign countries and buiit his
strength. As a result he
managed to conquor and sub-
jugate the other nationalities
neighbouring Abyssinia. In
1871 another King, Minilik,
also received arms from
foreign powers and used it
against the non-Amhara na-
tionalities such as the Somaiis,
the Oromos, the Sidamos and

"The truth is
that the Am-
haras are the
ones who still
dominate the
leadership in
that country"

many others. From ther on,
through the help of foreign
support Minilik fought bitter
ways with all nationalities,
mainly the Oromos, and col-

onized them. The nationalities
were defeated because at that
time they were unable to ob-
tain aid from other countries.
So they were grouped together
by force against their will. This
was the time when the major
European powers were busy
colonizing many countries in
Africa and other continents
around the globe. Minilik
removed many Oromos,
Sidamos and others from their
land and gave it to his own
people, the Amharas; turning
the former into the state of
Serfdom. However, he could
not remove all the Oromos
from their lond, but had them
pay heavy taxes to him and his
lords.

Thereafter in 1928, Haile
Silasie, another Amhara King,
came to power. He followed
Minilik's footsteps. He even
worked harder than his
predecessors to do away with
the identities of the Oromo
people and other nationalities
in that country. He began
systematically to eliminate the
language and culture of the
Oromos and other peoples.
Furthermore, he changed the
names of towns, cities and
places to Amharic names.
Many Oromos and other had to
change their national names to
Amheric names to get jobs or
pass examinations at schools.

"To maintain
its power, the
military junta,
dominated by
the Amharas, has
been co-operat-
ing with some
communist
countries”

At the same time he made the
Ambharic language the national
language of the Empire State
of Ethiopia while discouraging
all the other languages. Haile
Silasie put the Amharas in all
key places in his governmeni.
However, he assigned people
from other naticnalities to
lower posts.

In 1974, Hoile Silasie was
dethroned by the military. At
first it seemed that many peo-
ple accepted the provisional
military government because it

promised that it would work
for the weli-being of all na-
tionalities without discrimina-
tion and then transfer the
leadership to the civilians.

But the military junta failed
to keep its promises. The
change benefited only the rul-
ing Amharas. The truth is that
the Amharas are the ones who
still dominate the ieadership in
that country.

“Many pastors
and preachers
were put in
prisons and
are subject
to systematic
torture”

"More than 97 per cent” of
the officials in the present
military government are
Amhoras. The “Amharas are
less than 15 per cent” of the
total popuiation in t'~e Empire
Staie of Ethiopia. Obv.ously it
is not in the interest of the
Amharas to shape political
power with people from other
nationalities. The whole pro-
blem is based on ethnic
discrimination. It is similar to
racism in South Africa. The dif-
ference is it is not based on
skin pigmentation like thot of
South Africa. But in practice
both of-these discriminations
are very similar.

To maintain its power, the
military junta, dominated by
the Amharas, has been
cooperating with some com-
munist countries. The junio
geis ammunition from these
countries to suppress the non-
Amhara nationalities in the
Empire. In addition, the junta
had been forcing the civilians
from these nationalities to join
its army and fight against their
own oppressed peoples. They
are forced to fight against their
will simply to keep the Amhara
ruling group in power.

The junta also tries to tell
them that they should fight in
order to build communiem in
the country. Moreover, the
military junta is using Russian
supplied jet airplanes te drop
Napalm bombs and other
chemicals to annihilate pecple
in Oromo, Eritrea and other
areas where it is facing open
oppositions. On March 21,
1981, for example this air at-

tack on the civilians was con-
tirmed by the Norwegian mis-
sionaries who hod left the
Oromo area due to this pro-
blem (Keesings Contemporary
Archives, 1981).

Further the junta nationaliz-.
ed the Lutheran Churches in
Western Oromo provinces.
This is an attack on Oromo
pecple because more than 90
per cent of the church
members are Oromos. Many
pastors and preachers were
put in prisons and are subject
to systematic torture.

The nationalites such as the
Oromos, the Somalis, the
Sidamos and others do not
want to allow the Amhara col-
onial regime to rule over them.
The Cromos and other coloniz-
ed nationalities want to get
their independence like the
African peoples around them
that were at one time coloniz-
ed by Europeon powers. They
say the fact that they were col-
onized by the bleck colonial
power, the Amharas, does not
change the reality and make
them appear as if they were
not colonized. They would like
to remind all those who are op-
posed to the apartheid policy
in South Africa to be consistent
and oppose to similar coloniza-
tion, oppression and
discrimination in the Empire
State of Ethiopia.

"They would
like to remind
all those who

are opposed

to the apartheid
policy in South

Africa tc be
consistent and
oppose a sim-
ilar discrimina-

tion in Ethiopia”

The Amhara leaders,
specifically Minilik, Haile,
Silasie and Mengistu tried hard
to tell the world that Ethiopia is
a Unified Nation - State which
could tracg its origin to antiqui-
ty. However, the myth of Unity

was broken when the non-
Amhara nationalites began to
stand against the Amhara col-
onial regime (African Affairs,
Oct. 1981). As explained

"As a result,
many Oromos
and other -

peoples

left the land

and are still
seeking refuge

in neighbour-

ing countries”

before, the Empire State of
Ethiopia has never been a well
integrated political unit. The
nationalities have been held
together by colonial power
(African Affairs, Oct. 1981).

That is why the Oromos and
other nationalities refer to the
charter of the United Nations
that states “ail people have the
right to self-determination. By
virtue of the right they freely
determine their political status
ond freely pursuve their
economic social and cultural
development.” (The United Na-
tions and Human Rights, by the
Commission to Study the
Organization of Peace, p. 198).

The Oromos do not have any
other choice except to work for
their national self-
determination. The Qromo na-
tional movement is an
outgrowth of the resentment
over the Amhara colonial ex-
ploitation for nearly a hundred
years.

Now, there is unrest in the
army. The military regime has
been worried about the unwill-
ingness of the army to con-
tinue fighting against the dif-
ferent nationalities (African
Confidential, vol. 23). The jun-
ta is trying to defuse unrest in
the army by increasing
salaries. The junta could not
convince meny to accept its
ideas. This is because the
soldiers have seen that the
junta has been arresting many
Oromos and others con-
tinvously (Keesings Archives
1980, p. 30592).

As a result of all these pro-
blems, many Oromos and
other peoples from other na-
tionalities left their land and
are sfill leaving fo seek refuge
in neighbouring countries:
Somalia, Djibouti, Kenya and
the Sudan.




