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construction projects
assocrated with o1l and gas
gxploration and transportation
give Canadians badly-needed
jobs’

But does Canada really
need northern energy reserves -
st least within the next decade?

Observers and critics, such
sseconomist John Helliwell and

political  Science  professor
James Laxer. seriously question
whether we do. If existing

eserves are used for Canadians
exclusively, 1f the government
wes incentives to Alberta oil
men to keep their dnlling rigs in
canada (there has been an
sctual decrease of exploration
actvity tn Alberta in recent
years). if  exploration s
accelerated in the areas already
under production, if Canadians
make an effort to conserve
energy and develop alternate
sources, then it would be gquite
feasible to postpone northern
ol and gas development for
severdl years. This would give
more than enough time for a
thoronigh  and  badly needed
rethinking of northern develop-
ment and energy policies in
general

Well,  even 1f Canada
doesn’t really need the energy
reserves 1n the north for a few
years. wouldn't  northern
development activities still give
3 badly-needed boost to the
Canadian economy? Not really

Economy weakened -
across nation and north

John Helliwell has
suggested that the revenues
from export sales and delivery
systems  will not offset the
economic  costs (the costs
assoclated with the transporta-
tion and support structure, paid
for largely by the Canadian
taxpayer), the social costs and
the environmental costs to
Canada of building a Mackenzie
Valley pipeline

The construction of the
Mackenzie  Valley pipeline.
slong with other oil and gas-
related developments, would
undoubtedly create jobs. But
the resource sector 1s what 1s
referred to as “capital intensive”
in nature. The number of jobs
created per dollar invested s
extremely small when compaed
to the manufactured sector of
the economy. And the jobs
which are created prowvide
mostly short-term, unskilied
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work. So if one of the goals of
constructing the pipeline is to
create jobs. the moneywould be
better invested in the manufac-
turing sector.

Not only will the Canadian
economy receive little benefit
from o1l and gas-related ac-
tivities in the north. it could be
seriously damaged by them |If
the Mackenzie Valley pipeline is
tinanced largely by Canadian
funds (and that is highly uniike-
ly). ittwill make capital scarce for
other investments. If, on the

~other hand, the project is
financed with foreign money,
the influx of funds {particularly
with the James Bay. project
being built at the same time) will
drive up the value of the Cana-
dian dollar. Canada’s export
goods will become expensive
and uncompetitive in the
foreign market, and imports will
compete  unfavorably  with
Canadian manufactured goods.
Canada’s marufactuning sector
wtill be damaged and unemploy-
ment will increase.

Canada 1s becoming ever
more dependent on outside

interests and ever more
vulnerable to decisions made in
foreign countries. Many

economists are concerned that
Canada today 1s economically
weaker than it has been in any
other time this century.

In the north, the pattern s
repeated. The decision-making

process has largely been
weighted in favour of business
interests, with federal participa-
tion from time to time. At least
until 1968, the north was large-
ly ruled n a policy vacuum
Whatever development took
place was generally determined
by business. Since the dis-
covery of Alaskan oil, the federal
government has played a much
more dynamic role, but cor-
porate concerns have remained
a prionity.

The government and its
corporate partners have been
able to develop policy for the
north with httle concern for a
largely-absent public opinion
“"Relations with business, par-
ticularly the multi-national cor-
porations and Washington.
rather than public debate or
consultation with the
northerners set the pattern of
development that 1s now being
pursued in the north,” states
Edgar Dosman in his book. The
National Interest Native
northerners are not the only
group that has been excluded
from decision-making.

it 1s time that all Canadians
started asking themselves some
serious questions about the
form of development that has
been decreed for Canada's
north. Does it benefit all
Canadians? Do Canadians real-
ly need the energy reserves, at
least in the short term? Should
Native northerners have more ot

We’re looking for volunteers for the Alberta
Hospital, Edmonton. A ‘mental hospital’: one
wholly concerned with work in the field of
mental health.

Please call Dianne Moir, volunteer
co-ordinator at Alberta Hospital, Edmonton,
for more information. Her number is

973-3361, ext. 257.

a say in determining the type of
development which takes place
in their homeland?

Canada’s north s nolonger

an 1solated. remote
“wasteland”. The future of
Canada will be shaped by

decisions that are now being
made in Ottawa. The Canadian
pubhc can no longer afford to
leave such crucial decisions in
the hands of corporate otficials

and a small "inner circle” of
senior federal civil servants.

Now 1s the time for
southern Canadians to take
action. Now 1s the time to
become intormed about our
precious northiand Now is the
time to give utmost suppoft to
the Native organizations In the
end. the only one who can
answer the question "'who wili
fight for the north?”" is you
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A Student Summer Employment Program

Requires a
SECRETARY

Duties:

to work part-time

(6-10

hours/week) during the term and full time
during the summer. Normal office work as

well

as some administrative

respon-

sibilities under the supervision of the

director.

Salary: $535 per month
 Apply: Canada Manpower office
4th floor SUB

WE'RE
LOOKING

FOR
VOLUNTEERS

Understanding volunteers. Volunteers wha are

open-minded, who are prepared to put their
time to work in a different, but not so different,
environment.

We need volunteers to work in a variety of
hospital programs, with a variety of people.
As a volunteer, you could become part of an
essential effort to help people who need a
special kind of help. You may have had
similar experience in the past — or you may
be a student of the social or helping sciences
now. But experience is not necessary, as you
' will be given a full orientation.

Transportation is arranged for volunteers at
the hospital, which is just outside Edmonton’s
northeastern city limit.

Aberia

SOCIAL SERVICES
AND COMMUNITY HEALTH




