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c! the effeet on the public mind will be ta, deepen the impression that
iÎtalists are purely selfish. This weuld be r-nost unfortunate.

WITH MIXED FEELINGS

'HJERE was a curious mixture of feelings in evidence at the
Porestry Convention held last wee'k in Toronto. The number

attendance was not large, nor was the enthusiasm of a decided
âracter. Some of the speakers felt proud of the progress Canada
S making in the preservation of her forests. (ithers were doubtful
d inclined to pessimism.

It seems too bad that the various provincial governments and the
>minion IParliament seemn to view this question so careiessly that
Ilions of timýber are annually wasted by decay, by foresi fires and

aim-less destruction. Our "unli-mited timber supply" has dwindled
a tbirty years' supply. Instead of having what might be required
ring the coming centuries, we are within sight of the woodless age.

Had the policy, now being slowly and aimost reluctantly adopted
aur- administrations, been put into force twenty-five years ago,

nadla would have saved enough tîmber ta pay off the national debt.
hile we have been listening ta fervid speeches about the greatness
aur beritage, that heritage bas been slowly vanishing. Nor has

Swaste been stayed. Tt may be confidently asserted that during
)9 another five million dollars' wortb of timber will be destroyed
cause of inadequate fire-ranging, uncouth and wasteless methods

lumbering and reckless cutting by selfish and sbort-sighted
nbermen.

However, the work of the Forestry Association bas done much
awaken public opinion and it -may console itself witb the reflection
i.t had it not 'been for its unselfish and persistent agitation, lumber-

DY weuld have been even more wasteful, a ur great forest reserves
)uld bave been frittered away, and reforestation would have been

flost an unknown science. The history of almost every nation
iches that the public domain is not appreciated until it bas practi-

Lly ail passed inta oblivion or private, ownership. Canada had be 'en
Nise country, had she been better than bier neigbbours. That she

s flot dlone better proves that the public conscience and public brain

this land is nat miuch clearer than, in other countries.

A CHOIR TO CONJURE WITH

'lI-E Mendelssohn Choir, originally established in Toronto in 1894,

bas become in the year 1909, the greatest organisation of its
Lss.on the continent. It is easy to advertise an article or an associa-
,n as the best of its kind, when proof .is not demanded. But, in
ýs case, one has only ta point ta the most exacting critical estimate
Amnerica, that of the New York press, ta prove the surpassing merits
the chorus which Dr. Vegt 'bas trained. That such an interpreta-

'Q force should have its being in a city wbich is often regarded as
e of trade and traffic, which was described by Mr. Kipling as
3nsumingly commercial," is one of those incongruities more interest-
n, than explicable. The supreme excellence of tbe cboir is a fact,
lich now bas continental recognition. It is a signLficant circum-
Itce that Mr. Byron E. Walker and Mr. J. W. Flavelle, two of the
St4 CUown figures in the financial world of tbe city, have always
,en the Mendelssohn Choir their heartiest personal support, wbile
the public spirit of a great manufacturer, the late Hart Massey,

)rnoowes the music hall which makes such events as the cycle of
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wheat to her credit. 'e shall fot be happy until Dr. Vogt cables
from Queenstown that the Mendelssohn Choir has reached the British
Isles. Meanwhile, let us hope that the attendance of Earl Grey at
two of last week's concerts has more than a social significance. His
Excellency made a success of the National Park and the Tercentenary
pageant, and hie may arouse the Canadian Goverument to the inter-
national importance of a Champion Choir,

TEACHING THE PUBLIC

T is so easy to denouince or to forbid; it is so much easier to be con-
structive than destructive. The preacher goes ta the theatre, sees

the plays presented there, and says they are bad. He warns his con-
gregation of the dangers they run in frequenting these places of
amusement-and yet they go whenever they can afford it. The tem-
perance reformers vote for local option so as ta stop the drink traffic.
Or perhaps they vote to cut down the number of licensed bar-rooms.
The preacher warns his congregation against strong drink. Yet li-
cenise or local option, plenty of drinking places or only a few, it does
not matter much-the people go on consuming as much liquor as they
ever did. We teach hygiene in the schools and much about the value
of physical exercise and fresh air. Yet the schools and churches are
ill-ventilated; t'he teachers and preachers are 'too often physically
weak,' and decidedly anaemic. The young man is told flot to spend
his evenings in the pool-room or the bar-room, but to gef exercise for
bis body and training for bis mi. Yet the young man plays pool
just as before and the public-library reading-room is empty.

Destructive criticism is not upbuilding; only constructive work
will accomplisb i-eal reforms. A father, who talces an occasional glass
of liquor, was telling how hie got his boys past the danger stage, how
hie kept them from acquiring a taste for liquor and pool-rooms until
they had arrived at years of discretion and realised that excessive
drinking wa's a d 'anger. He took them to see what was going on at
£be Y. M. C. A. gymnasium and got them interested. He suggested
later that if they wanted ta join, he would try to spare the money for
the fees. He got tbem tickets and they began to find the right kind of
amusement and the best sort of companionship. He did not preacb
temperance. He filled their minds and their time with other interests.
He wals constructive, not destructive.

If the preachers and teachers and moral reformers would but
learn this lesson wbat they migbt accomplisb! They are banishing
the bar, tbey are tabooing the itheatre, they are preaching against
cards, but what are they providing to take the place of these? Where
may a young man go who wants a pleasant evening and male comn-
panionship? Prayer meetings in churcl parlours wîll not give it.
Christian End,2avor Societies will not give it. The public library
reading-room with its signs "No Smoking" and "Silence" will not
give it. The parks and pleasure resorts are a help in summer time;
the skating rinî< helps. in winter; but here the mixed society is flot se,
congenial as purely male companionship, and hence the skating rink
gives it only ta a few. The Y. M. C. A. buildings corne nearest to,
supplying it; they are frequented by men only and are controlled and
managed usually by men's men. The large railway corporations re-
cognise the Y. M. C. A.'s and are always ready to belp, if they are sure
thaît the preachers will not be in control.

If preachers and teachers would but get down ta practical work!
Wben the cbild cries, the mother does not tell it ta stop; she gets a
toy which will bring back the smile and make normal the disturbed
young mmnd. When the cbild aît school gets restless and is inclined
ta get into mischief, the observant schoolmaster finds a pleasant task
wbich wili occupy the mind and hands of the active youngster. This
is constructive work in its simplest form. Wben the problem gets
larger and more difficuit, when it deals with young men and young
women who have many evenings te spare and who are continually
seeking companionship and amusement, the solution is flot so easy.
It is difficult ta findl a substitute for the moving-picture show, the
chcap and tawdry theatre, the pool-roomi or the spacious, weil-lighted,
and freedom-giving bar-rýoom. Snow-shoeing, tobogganing and
sleigh-driving are splenidid when the weatber permits, but it is flot
always of an inviting <character. Rowing, canoeing, sailing and bîcy-
ding are good in the summer season if one can afferd tbemn.

The problem is camplex. The preacher solves ut ta bis own satis-
faction ýby telling the people, oic! and young, te refrain from wrong-
doing, from idleness, from debasing sports and amusements. Y'et the
observer with a judicial m nd wiii still deny that it bas been solved.
The records of the gamblers, the receipts of the debasing amusement
palaces and much other eyidence deny the supposed solution. The
spare heur is stili the danger. How to employ it ini an amusing, ex-
hilarating and profitable manner is a question which is always in the
fkreground.

A nation which~ finds a large percentage of its population waste-
fui, profligate, intemperate, and debased in its tastes, with a smali per-
centage even crhiinal, ýshouid set about trying ta find the cause of the
disease in the body social. This cause must lie largely in the improper
use of the spare houx.. S<ocialism will not change~ it. The Single Tax
wiii not bring about a reformation. Writing ion g editorials, giving
long talks and deiiv'ering long sermons on the evil itself wîi not
eradicate it. TIhe oniy genuine method is ta create an opposing force,
in' tnkp fliqýr hner and fil1 it with influences which will malce for
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