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ie said, "ltat people mighl gossip if
received a lot of presents from. Lord
ockington. But is there really any
xrm ini his giving me titings, wlien he
aver sees me, and wlien everybody
nows lie neyer sees anyone? Aithougli
d rauch rather not; recaiva any pre
3aIs at ail, I don' t ses what harm
,iere ean be la my taking them, and,
ideed, I sliouldn't dare to refuse. And
.he's iii and lonely, I think I can

nderstand the kind-feeling that makes
im so generous to me."
The housekeeper moved impatiently.

And I lhink jusl as you do," she said;
uickly, "that Ihere's no harm la it at
1l, and I know, too, that you have 10
ake his presents. It would look absurd
nid unbecoming not to."
"Then why do you look grave about

t01"
"1Weli, the fact is, his Lordship had

lie ame of being gay in bis young
Inys, so that the reputation bas stuck,
und it makes people curions and talk-
Lîive aven now ia his obder lime. And,
)f course, he's not reaily old at ail, oniy
if ly.four or s0."

"But isn't il true that be neyer sees
inybodyV'

"Quite Irue, but you eaa't always get
?eople te, believe that. You are almost
ýure 10 hear stories of his Lordship
,iaving been seen about, toid by people
who faacy they've seen hLm, or, perhaps,
Dnly'pretend 10 have done so. So if ha
wera 10 go on giving presants to you,
~ad now that he's once bagua ha. is
most likeiy 10 continue, you may be
cluite sure there'd be gossip."

But Edua was too youag and too
simple 10 undersland the importance of
this.
1 "What doas it malter what people
sayl" shle asked, briskly, "since avary-
ona la this housa can prove that ha'.
neyer spoken to me, or rathar," lier
voice suddaniy dropped a uîttle, as sha
remambarad thnt, aflar ail, this was no'.
the exact truth, "1thnt if he's sean me
I've neyer osan hire 7"

The housekeapar smîed. "But tic
truthisl just what people neyer ara
raady to balieve," slle said.

EdIa sigired impatiently. "oWhat do
you vaut me to do, tien 1" aie asked.

Mrs. Hoiland's expression grew trou-
'bled agaîa. "oWail, though it's no t
a place of ndvica 1 should, care to give
aay young lady in a ganarai way, stili,
plncad la your pacular position, I think
1 should say 'Don't tll anyoae about
the prasant.'"

Il vas Edna -mho loolcad grave Ibis
time. "I1 dou'ýt like iaving 10 kaap
secrets about. a thlng like tiaI," se
said. "Il seeme raîher sîupid, too, when
T don't sea vint harm thora la la il."

'"Well. weli, if I1 musI tel Yeu, I
muet,"1 snid Mre. Rolland, with raig-
ntation. "The fapt is my Ladly is of a
y'ery jeaulouls disposition, not go rauech
fromn affetion-for I don't, suppose
tiey're xnuch bo eanc othar nov-but
on accouaIt of bis Lordsiip haviag a
grelnt deal of property liaI he's frocate
~do vint ha ikes witi. Thay have no
eildren, and the tille and most of the,
land wiii go to a distant cousin. My
Ladv hopes to get tie disposable pro.
partv laft to b er, aind wbanever slie
thinks his Lordship le in communicaionl
wîth his hair sha contes dova-svoops
dowa, I'm sorry to say lis Lordsbip
enlie it-upon the Hall, \to find out
wiatber anytig bas happaaed 10
gpoil bear chances."

Edna listened, ratier disgustad. "But
if eie's so anxious 10 gaI bis prprty,
wiy doen'b sha corne and stay witi,
ber busband and taka coure of Mim?",
sie asead straightforwafly.

The bousakeeper draw hersai! up.
"Thase lords and ladias are not like
eommon people," she answered, wltb
digniîy, «vio hava to ha all in ail 10
eacuh othar because they haven't gol
mueh basîdeq. it's more common, and
more dignified, too, for each 10 go hie
ova vay or ber own way, when thair
baste, ara not th lmen. And, besides,
wail, for one lhlag-not that 1 'wish 10
gossip-but hi. Lordshlp woula' stand
i i. Ha prefers to be abuse, and ha
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