she said, “that people might gossip if
I received a lot of presents from Lord
Lockington. But is there really any
harm in his giving me things, when he
never sees me, and when everybody
knows he never sees anyone? Although
I’d much rather not receive any pre
sents at all, I don’t see what harm
there can be in my taking them, and,
indeed, I shouldn’t dare to refuse. And
if he’s ill and lonely, I think I can
understand the kind feeling that makes
him so generous to me.”

The housekeeper moved impatiently.
“And I think just as you do,” she said;
quickly, “that there’s no harm in it at
all, and I know, too, that you have to
take his presents. It would look absurd
and unbecoming mnot to.”
t‘:Tllen why do you look grave about
it?”

“Well, the fact is, his Lordship had
the name of being gay in his young
days, so that the reputation has stuck,
and it makes people curious and talk-
ative even now in his older time. And,
of course, he’s not really old at all, only
fifty-four or so.”

“But isn’t it true that he never sees
anybody ?”

“Quite true, but you can’t always get
people to believe that. You are almost
sure to hear stories of his Lordship
having been seen about, told by people
who fancy they’ve seen him, or, perhaps,
only pretend to have done so. So if he
were to go on giving presents to you,
and now that he’s once begun he is
most likely to continue, you may be
quite sure there’d be gossip.”

But FEdna was too young and too

simple to understand the importance of
this.
. “What does it matter what people
say ?” she asked, briskly, “since every-
one in this house can prove that he’s
never spoken to me, or rather,” her
voice suddenly dropped a little, as she
remembered that, after all, this was not
the exact truth, “that if he’s seen me
I’ve never seen him?”

The housekeeper smiled. “But the

truth is just what people never are
ready to believe,” she said.
Edna sighed impatiently. “What do

you want me to do, then 7 she asked.

Mrs. Holland’s expression grew trou-
bled again. “Well, though it’s mot
a piece of advice I should care to give
any young lady in a general way, still,
placed in your peculiar position, I think
I should say ‘Don’t tell anyone about
the present.’”

It was Edna who looked grave this
time. “I don’t like having to keep
secrets about a thing like that,” she
said. “Tt seems rather stupid, too, when
T don’t see what harm there is in it.”

«Well, well, if I must tell you, T
must,” said Mrs. Holland, with resig-
nation. “The fact is my Lady is of a
very jealous disposition, not so much
from affection—for T don’t supposc
they’re much to each other now—but
on account of his Tordship having a
great deal of property that he’s free to
_do what he likes with. They have no

children, and the title and most of the -

land will go to a distant cousin. My
Tady hopes to get the disposable pro-
perty left to her, and whenever she
thinks his Lordship is in communication
with his heir she comes down—swoops
down, T'm sorry to say his Lordship
calls it—upon the Hall, to find out
whether anything has happened to
spoil _her chances.”

Tdna listened, rather disgusted. “But
if she’s so anxious to get his property,
why doesn’t she come and stay with
her husband and take care of him?”
she asked straightforwardly.

The housekeeper drew herself up.
“These lords and ladies are not like
common people,” she answered, with

dignity, “who have to be all in all to
each other because they haven’t got
much besides. It’s more common, and
more dignified, too, for each to go his
own way or her own way, when their
tastes are not the same. And, besides,
well, for one thing—not that I wish to
gossip—but his Lordship wouldn’t stand
it. He prefers to be alone, and he
doesn’t let my Lady see him, any more
tham anybody else. So how could she
take care of him?” she added, triumph-
antly.

Edna looked puzzled. “But.I suppose
she is rich already?” she suggested pre-
sently.

“Oh, yes, what you would ecall rich.
She has her allowance, and will have
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LET us send you
this Book. It tells
how to heat your home comfort-

ably—and save one-seventh of your
Coal Bill. g The Hecla steel-ribbed fire-pot

makes this saving.

radiating surface of any other furnace, it sends
more heat to the living rooms and less to the chimney.
¢ a home, everyone who has

that is wasting coal, will value

d in “ Comfort & Health.”

( Everyone who is buildin
a worn-out furnace or one
the suggestions and information containe

Hecla Furnace

FOR COAL AND WOOD

Healthful heating is not possible with a leaky furnace.
unpleasant—it is a menace to health. The Hecla will supply your whole house
with pure warm air because it cannot leak gas or dust.

Fused joints J

cannot leak

With three times the

Every point where a leak
might otherwise occur is
fused by our patent process
absolutely tight.

Time and use cannot loosen
the Hecla Fused Joint.

Is 1/7 of your Coal bill
worth saving? Do you
want more healthful heat?
Write for
“Comfort & Health,”

a book on the sane heating
of homes.

Coal Gas is not only
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Steel-ribbed Fire-pot

CLARE BROS. & CO., LIMITED,

—

Dept. C.

R., Preston, Ont.
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Lathes
Drills
Shapers
Slotters
Drop and
Helve
Hammers
Punches
and Shears
Presses

26 Inch Quick Change Engine Lathe

Matchers
Surfacers
Moulders
Tennoners
Chain
Morticers
Saw Tables
Sanders
and Saws

MANUFACTURERS OF

Wood Working Machinery

Iron Working Machine Tools

CANADA MACHINERY CORPORATION, Limited, Galt, Ont.

The World’s Best
Dress Shield

THE NAIAD
DRESS SHIELD

Unseen There’s no Dress Shield
——————  that will givesuch com-
Protects Dlete satisfactiou tothe
————  weater Thousandsare
Hygienic in use to day. The only
———  shield as good the day
Odorless it)s bought as the day
iv’s made.
Pgrf.'ect Sold in all parts of Can-
Fitting ada by best Dry Goods
—_— stores. 1f unable to
Easily procure pair in your
Cleanvedl town, remit25centsand

we will mail you pair.

WRINCH, ‘McLAREN & CO.
SOL¥. CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS

l 77 Wellington W.,, Toronto, Can.
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