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[The writer of this interestig story is un-
kuown to the Editor of The Western
Home Monthly. The publication of the
article wiil make it possible for hinm to
reveal his identityl.W EWERE seated aiter supper i

the amoking room. of au hotel im
Edmonton, that gateway to, the

great fur country of Northern Alberta.There were aeveral men there, of varlous
occupations ini the city besides mauy whop
like my partner and 1, had but recently
returued from fur business i the North.

We were ail old friends, and, with pipes
and cigarettes going, were taling on

veyconceivable subject, as men wifl do
whnthey meet together after & long ab-

sence. The room. was so ful of tobacco
smoke that we could scarcely ase one au-
other'a faces, but that was no hindrance,
and passiug on from topic to tapie we
seemed to settie down ta, a discussion cf
marriages betweeu white mon and Indiana.
Most of the fellowa naturally held such
unions in horror, but many of us defeuded
them on the plea that an Ind*an inight be
just as good as auother man or woman, a
Christiani, sud owiug obedieuce ta the
same moral lawa. It was here a voice
broke in from the corner, which we recog-
nisedý as Tom Cowan's. We bad net
thought cf Tom, and ho had evidently
alipp)ed into the room and taken hie place
under cover of -the thick canopy cf smoke.

"Some of you iellowespek ite fine
about a white -a marrying an Idien,"'
he said in a sarcastic tane, "but you al
know darned well that if any one cf you
did auch "a tbing, the reet would have as
little ta, do with hlm as* possible."

It was. quite true, and coming from Tom
we could say nothiug; we ail knew about
Tom. For many yeara he had been one cf
us, aud a genial f avourite on our trips
trapping, or trading for furs. He was well
educated-a college man-but drink snd
other, thing had driven hlm West, and
the wilds 1a got a grip on him. The
previous winter he had gone off alone from
Peace River Crossing, snd in, the spring he
had returned with an Indian "aquawY) as
we cW her, though she was unknown to,
us. He had settled doWu to farmig and
we just dropped him. Some cf us had
wives, but frankly we hadn't given hlm a
show at ail. Tom being alwaya a quiet
and reticeut fellow waited for us ta make
the first advances, and they nover came.

"What do you feilows wabout the
Indians anyhow?" ho weut ou. "Yeu
f orm your opinion froni the few straggling,
tired-looking objecta you fiud away from
their reservo in the auxumer, cutting brush.
Some cf you aay, condesceudingly, that an
Indian might be s good as another man.
I aay ho is very often better."

Here ho lit his pipe and puffed away in
the darknesa, but we could find uothing te,
say. Then almoet abruptly he spoke
again, and bis tone was bitter.

"'Noue cf you know about my trip lest
winter-I weut farther North than any cf
you-you know nothiug cf why I quit
trapping and went te, farming, which few
old-timers eau de, and yet you presume te
judge. Net that I care a cent," he said,
and I could imagine hlm straighteng up,
in the way he had as ho aaid it, "IBut it
comes doubly bard on a womau ta îearn
that ahe bas ousted ber husasd froxu the
compan.ionship of bis friends."

Ho aaid this last word in auch a toue
that I guess it struck home ail right: it did
with me anyway.

",Now, beys, as I've said, I don't care
wbat anybody thinks about me; I've
found my bappiness, and I could wisb ne
ene better luck than mine. But because
it might make you look more kindly upon
other fellows in such situations, P'm going
te tell you just what bappened lat winter,
and how 1 happened te come back with an
Indian wifc."

We could sec a blaze in the corner again
as Tom relit his pipe, and we sat silently
waiting for him. H1e always was a good'
taiker, and he started off in that clear,
meilow voice wc kçnew so well.

"You know that wc travelled to Peace
River Crossing and there parted. WelI,
for about a month I traveiled on, going
farthcr north ail the while, stopping at
littie Indian camps on t he wçay for pro-
visions. it was in such a place that I frst
met Da-qIui-mona, and I thouglit shie was

the moetbeautiful Indian girl I had everseen. 8h. was about nineteen or twenty,
as we tudge age, slim and cf medium

eiut wsu ad mucuar so that'it
was apeeaure taomethe grace with which
ah. mtoved round. Ber face was rather of

-Spanishthan Indian type, and herparticu-
larly' bright compleion had given her her
name of Da-,jui-mo-na, or'gRed Cloud of
theMornmg. Butitwashereyesthatat,;.
tracted ene; larg brown orbe that seomed

to i er ihole face they couldexpress
anytingand eýeJa complet. index

ta all her idem and wziaos.he had been
taught from ber childhood by a mission-
ary i that country, and eeuld read and
write weILl.W. became god chume while
I stayoped there,- sude aled= me 'omy
sas I had taughher, wbilst 1 ehortenod
her name t'Mn' She weouldW"
away ta me about thewanmansd treos
for they were her closeet friends anci
seemed lhke hunanbeings to her. In the
morning we would go on snow-shees ta-
gethert visit the frape, sud toamse her
litho littefigure beding tathe moasured
step wa a glad ight."

It wau quite.dark new, sud the black-
ness of the room would beý lit ups only for
a few seconde occeaonailby a blase
wbich betokenied -a pipe reMfli or 'new
cigarette roled. S

"Thinge lceuldn't go on ]k. that. for-
ever " continued Tom, "tliough afteal
My business wee tlirough I wae boath ta
leave. However, ehe morning I nesteut
west frem the camp, .with provis.
for about two menthe, -as I thought.
-Müna, at the time, I kuow, theu4t no'
more of me then that 1 was a 900a com-
panien, but she wasa orry ta ueo me gos,
and stood at the opening of the teepe.ase
lsetofwbistlslde

mydoge ured often t lne akathe, ui~heOlim littiefue w otôt
view.

'I travolled West fer about two hundrcd
miles, I guess, and trapped there for somc-
what over a menth, usmgl an old log ehaty
iu the vicinity for a etopping place. Thon
the provisions began ta mun short; the
doge' frozen flsh gave out completelyan
I wus forced ta feed them from my owui
grub. I knew it was dnoceta -feed
themi on low rations f9 r there was a lot cf,
the timber-wolf i that pack, but I wanted
ta put in another couple of daya before 1
stated back. I let thinge run. tac lew
atoËether, I gnoe, for one evening wben
I came back from an inspection cf - the
frapes, I found the doge1l * lauily around
inside the shack. and ailm y gpub gone.
For a few minutes I went dean mad, and
went around with a club, neyer heeding
the hewliug sud whelping cf the greedy
brutes, until one by one they hurried
outaide. Thon the full realieation ef mi
situation came upon me; there was 1
about twe huudred miles from the nearest
encampment, with notbing taesat for Iny-
self or the doge. I tell yeu, I felt 'ail mi
but mraking my supper as bout I could from
the ecrape that were left, I propsred for
an early start next me r* .I felt boath

to eav th frs ha wrkged se hard ta
obtain, sud se I packed thera lu, doter-
miniug te make those doge pull the sleigh
âeer ch they could, until they or I

'The firat day's travel I managed al
riht but the doge were by ne means et-

isidat thé meagre meal they made from
the scrape cf food I had threwn in tho
sleigh lu the morning whilst I could scarce-
ly stand. I glet through the night without
mishap but foît hardly able ta travol next
day. ilowover, I moved lowly along bythe pack, revolver lu hand, for I was
afraid of the brutes, who kept glancing
sideways at me, thoir wolflsh ancestry
sbowlug clearly lu their crafty eyes

"It was ahucet noon, I guess, when
faiut and almosat rostratod, 1 was sturnb-

ling along, that I heard the pack sniffing
aloud, and glaucing down saw that they
had turned f rom their track to follow a
snow-shoe trail. I feit choered, and in-
stinctively lengtbencd my stride te keep
up with the dogs, who began to travel
faster The tracks, I could sec, worc
ncw; the shoes were small, a&also were the
steps, and aftor haif an hour's steady rua-1
ning, we sighted the traveiler.

"The skv was lowering sud tbreateniug;
ffainly a storm was brewing as I hurried
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