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. Future Parlia-
ments,

Chinese immigra-
tion. -

be had to meet it. Futule Parliaments can deal with it when it comes, -

when it is real, better than a Parliament which doals with it only thmwrh
the medium of an excited fear.as to- what it may be. .

In the consideration of this question it must not be overlooked, that
this immigration of the Chinese into the British Colonies was at the

. express request and urgency of the ‘British Government, that it was.con-

A concession.

History of & con-
cession.
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“1st Treaty.

trary to the traditions and policy of tLe Chmese Ewmpire ;md against the
wishes of their Government.

That it was a concession torn from the Lwtet by the force and dvi,e
mination of the former; .

The history of this concession is somewhat curious. Tt is well kuown
that the Chinese revarde(l all others than subjects to the Chinese Empire

-as Barbarians, and permitted -no intercourse. In the Treaty of Nankin,

between Great Britain -and China, signed on behalf of Her Majesty, at
Nankin, by Sir Henry Pottinger, on the 29th of August, 1843, and yati-
fied on the 26th June, 1843, there is -an express provision for amnnesty
of those Chinese sub)ects who had Yeutured to reside with, or have deal-
ings with the British. By the 9th article, *“ The Empexol of China,
agrees to publish and promulgate under his Imperial sign manual and -

" seal a full aud entire amnesty, and act of Indemnity to all subjects of

- China, on account of their having resided under, or having had dealings

. and intercourse with, or having entered the service,- of Her Britanuic..

Imperial Kdict.

Hertztete, vol. xi,
86, .

2nd Treaty.

Majesty or of Her Majesty's officers, and His Imperial Majesty. further
engages to release.all Chinese subjects who may be at this moment i

- confinement: for similar reasons.’

In the Imperial edict issued in confirmation of this ’oreaty on August
drd, 1843, and for carvying out its provisious, by the Tth _paragraph it i
declared

“(7.) At the varions ports where the Barbarians ave tp trade, they are
allowéd to carry on their dealings indiscriminately with whomsomm of
our merchants they please, 4nd al] debts contracted between them are to
be paid by the respective parties wlthout oﬁwia} interferonce.”

(1L ) The natives of the ’Vhddle hm'rdom who have been in attend-
ance upon the oflicers of the said anlxsh nation are to be considered free
from guilt for so doing, and as peace st now been declared the people of

both na,tmus are to be xegm'ded as one mutual whole, no one again daring
to procéed ‘to bloodshed.”

(16.) “Let each of the above items be definitely arvanged with the
Buarbarians, giving closest attention to the minutest particulars, that the
treaty may be drawh up in the most clear and intelligent terms, prevent:
ing all other difficulties and confusion of affairs. As “the®Barbarians cur
not understand us, let the services of interpreters be employed that they
may. be satisﬁed. Respect this. - Dmted 8th Septemher, 184‘2.”

" By the treaty of Tient-siu, June 26th, 1858, signed by Lord Elgin, on |
behalf of Her Ma}esby by the 1st article the precedmu treaty is lenewed '
and confirmed, by the 9th and subsequent, articles,” British sub]ect% are

.permitted to tmvel to all parts of the interior of China for pleasuro or

purposes of trade, and also acquired many privileges and advantages which
they- had not before possessed. By the 31st arlicle “it is &greed that
henceforward .the - character Barbarion shall not be- applied to the

Governmerit. or subjectﬂ of Her Britannic Majesty i m any Chme\w official
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