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towa obm cover lUe in the country.

x0oW thoseCountry danegs, those Ion 0
drltves ýa the burlow "bult for two%

ni4a ha~ mariaoseither before
iàt etsiu. r cter.It in thée pring

-Of 411 for tii. young. For the old who
»ia~l théecorner and are se piouibly cared
lot by théeb ehâe n d grandchildren,

in a pensive retrompeet which dims the
i14 eyea with tears

tor &i, the !New Y'7wwith its

h4pyabnon iarespect for old cue-
toia ts note of simpiicity, its hope
ofteresurreetion of nature efter the

lqtg sbaep of wintér, ie the date ci

One »Might say that where yen have
lutinsansd fainies and a cure, whe cen

brin£ rin when it ie needed and ban-
grae - pers when they are net

xkedeà, yen bave sëtagnation. It mey
bl but would yeu press the whele of
1f. into thes dollar?

Wasst You p

S3ouebody di d a. golden deed;
àoiaebody proved a friend in need;
$iuebody manga beautiful song;
Sooiebody amiledthe whedylog
$oïbebody thought, ««'Tis sweet te livé";
$omnebedy miii, "I'm giad to give";
$omebody fought a valiant llght;
Èomebodv iived te shield the right;

Was that semnebody yeu?

The Sled Dogs of
Written for The Western Home Monthly

[MRTIE back then any history
inseparable, and today we have

pitched batties and lawsuits al pointing
te the sae old text "Love me, love niy
deg." But the sied, doge. of the nerth
are net, genereiiy speeking, -a lovable
race; huLrd brceding and hgird living go
te destrey these gentie characteristies
wbleh we naturaily associate with our
canine fniends of more civiliz' quarters.

In CJanada today the dog teem doe
net play se ' rtant a part during
the winter i ans it diii in the, days
when Western Canada was under the

juriediction of the Hudsen's Bey Ceom-
pany. At that time the Northern,
Packet-the annual mail-arivied at

Winnipeg juet before Christmas, te be

distributed ever e vast stretch of
country ranging front the Hudson Bey
te Alaska; and this gigantic work of

distributien was carried eut entireiy by

dog teams. The work was se arranged
that each team made a jeurney of per-

haps two hundred miles, when the sied,
with its precieus load, would bc teken

over by fresh mti and dogs. Somnetimes,
however, it was impossible te arrange
for relaya, in -*hich case thé one team.

the North b:
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would make the throughi journey, cover-r
ing many hunclreds of miles before

reaching its ultimate destination. 1 here

was, of course, keen rivalry between the0

varieus drivers, each team anxieus te

accompliali a record, and in the west

one hears today stonies of the wvonder-

fuI "runs" made by the Hudson Bay

men.
In 1887 a haîf breed and a Scotchman

named McTavish covered a distance of

5M0 miles without resting, thus estab-

lishing a record which will live long on

the ienely traits of the north,
On a sinaller icaie the same systema

of distribution exista in Canada today,

and scores of outlying settlements are

seiely reliant upon their dog teame

for transportation during the winter

months. Herses are unsuitable for the

work, for net offly are tluey unabie. te.

negotiate deep snow, but the food prob.

lem is a difficuit one, whiie dogs 3rei

able te live on the products of th'e

country fish and meat, being the only

foods they require during any ordinary
trip.

Th'le dogs generaiiy used hy the Hud-

sea's Bay Company are thé famous bus-

kie breeds whieh camne originally from

Winnipeg, Dec., 192-

mackenzie; thougli among proapeotors
and trappers the malamute is far more

common in the north-west. Both these

breeds are very nearly Meated to the

timber wolf, and possess many wolfish
characteristics. In order to streùgthen
the breed of their doge it ie a common
practice among the Indiana to introduce
fresh Wolf blood by ty!g,ý animais out-

aide inl the forest to breed with the

wolves. The Wolf, of course, is capable
of immense speed, and can travel great
distances without food, while nothing
in the way of cold is likely te trouble
him.

Many xperiments have gene to prove,
however, that the pure bred wolf can-
not be broken to barnes. Fierce and
distrustful at heart, bis suilen indepen.-
dence of character and' la<k of true
affection make him. a most dangerous
and awkward customer to handle.

It is only the wolfish instincts f the
sied dog that enable these animais te
survive the bardships of the northern
winter. These instincts beconie most
noticeable as night cornes on. The
driver loosens out bis team, and iîaving
given eaeh dog its allotted. portion of

food leaves the animais te look after
theinselves.

For a littie wbile the dogs huddle
round thé lire, but presertly one slinks
off then anotiier. Rah makes a bed
deep under the snew, and there remains
tilt the driver's cherry cali wakens it
in the morning. However wild the bliz-
zard nîay blow the sled dog sleepsa snug-
ly in its icy bed-perhaps curled up side
by side with its particular chum.

When winter is drawing te a close
and spring is near, the restless instincts
of the 'wild somnetinies seenis to stir the
sied dog just as they stir bis wild kindred.
Malamutes and huskies have been
known to desert their masters at this
timqe of the year, and remain absent in
the Woods for days on end. On moon-
iight nights I have known dogs te leeve
camp, and making thçir way te a high

*range te sit there and howi dismaily
in the cadences of the wiuii Wolf. There
he is-your tanre huakie--his "aunt
figure thrust out against the sky lune,
around him, the great grey loeliness,
and as bis muzzle points towards the
moon howl after howl of wavering sad-
nss stabs the silence of the Woods.
And what sound 18 like the howl of the
timber wolf as it swceps heavenwards
over the tree tops-expressing ail t 'he
gnawing loneiinss, ail the vastness and
sulent grandeur of thse glerieus but
infernal solitudes?

Viewed in cold daylight, however, the
sled dog is a very prosaic individuel,
and the man who sets eut with a raw
team is in for a liveiy time tili he con-
verts the animais te his way of thinik-.
ing. Net that he lias much difflcuity
in making them go, the sole ambition'
of each deg being te bite the hind quer-
ters f the dog ahead of it, and unable te
accomplish this feat the sled is likely te
be overturned and the harness tangled
many times ere the driver tboreughly
masters thé situation.

The usual wayr of harnessing dogs is
in single file, each dog being attached
te the line by its colla:*. This enables
the animais to negotiate narrow trails
without cro'wding each other, for both
the inalamute and I. skie are ever ready
te avail tbemselves of the faintest excuse
te fight. For niegotiating wide rivera
and creeks the "Coast" method ie perhaps
the best, the dogs being fastened in pairs
te a single traee of rawhide. Sometinlés
the Labrador style is used, each dog being
harnessed by a separat tr..ee, and the
team allowed te straggle eut in fan
shaped formation. There le net much te
be said in favor ef the latter method
for Canadian use, except that the ani-
mais Nwork individually ard the idier eu
be carefuliy vatebed; but for neatnes5;
the Labrador style cannot bc compared.
iwith the single file and coast.

Whatever the metmod of harnessing,
tlue leader plays an important part, and
ui)of him largelv depends the success of
thie outflt. A good leader is well aware
of his own rýes-)otnsibiiitie., and m'bile
working lbard biniseif is anxious for al

to oVwiI.
1 reniem)er onee trying te break in anf

e'~eptonalvroNwdv. well-meaning, iii-
b îîg "PPY lie leader of the team. a

rl'eed linski %ve called Dagee, WaS
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