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tht]:cr tlus was ‘their* plan we cnnnot ‘tell; but nothmg less tban»_' :
the Emperor's good fortune was requlred to’prevent its being 1 realized: :
n fact not only’ did’ the' Kremlm contain;’ unknow to us, a. magazme"
.of gun ‘powder; but that'very: nxght, the guards'aclecp and [Carelessly!
posted, suffered a ‘wholé: ‘park of’ Artxllery to’ enter and druw up under*
the windows of Napoleon. - ./
“«J¢ was' gt ‘this‘moment, the Furios Bames were dnven ﬁ-om ajl qunr—
‘ters, and: with the greatost vmlenc<. towards the Kremli ; for the wmd, :
‘attracted 1o “doubt by this vast combustion, increased ‘every moment
instrength. * The flower of the army and the- Emperor would have '
. peen Tost, if bitt .one: of the bratids that flew ‘over- our lieads had alight
€d’on one of the Caissons, Thus iipon- cach:of'the spiirks that ivere e for
~'geveral hours ﬂoatmn' in, the.air, depended the, fate of the whole army.
AL length-the’ d'ly, & gldomy. day nppem‘ed- it came to- add’itself o
the:hortors ‘of the scene,” and.to-deprive it of its brilliancy..  Many of
the: ofﬁcers sought refuge.in the halls of the: pahce. “The Clucfs, and
Mortier’ himself overcome by the fire, with which for thirty-six:hours
“they “had” bcen contendmg, thc dnopped down f:om faugue and
despmr. R o
“They' shid, notl\"ng and'we’ accuset} ourselve <1 ’\Iost u-nagmed‘ thiat.
want of dlsmplme in our troops and intoxication:had beguh the disas: |
ter, ‘and that.the high wind had completed-it. ~ We'viewed ourselves.
- with @ 'sort’ ‘of disgust. '~ Theé cry of hotror that all: Europe ‘would:not
 faiil to set up;: affrighted us: " Filled with counsternation‘by so- trémeén.
dous o catastrophe, we accosted each other with- down:cast-looks;
it sullied our glory; it, depnved' us ‘of the f‘ruxt of it, it threatened our
.. present and our fature' existance; we were. now but an army - of -cri-
minals, whom-Heaven and the' civilized world would “severely: ]udge.
. Froin' these: overwhelmmg thoughts and paroxysms-of rage against. |
‘the incendiaries, we were roused only by 'an eagérness to obtain in.
- telligence’i and all the' accounts began to accuse the Russmns alone .
‘of this disaster. " ¥ " .
. ¢In fact,- Officers. amved from all, quurters, ;md they ull agreed..
The very first night,” that . between the 14th and ‘15th ‘a fire'baloon
had settled ‘on the' palace of prince’ Trubatskof; "and consumed it;
‘this was 3 signal.  Fire had been - ithmediately 'set to the: exchange;
Russian police soldiers had been seen stiring it up with-tarred’ lnnces._
“Here, howitzer shells, perfidiously placed, had -discharged - themsel-
“ves in the stoves of several houses, and ‘wounded: the military’ who
“eroudéd round them. - Rétiting  to:-other quarters which were still
standmg, they sought fresh retreats; but ‘when. on the point'of én-
-terfing houses: cIanry shut up-and" unmhablted -they had -heard faint
“explosions within ; ‘these’ were’ succeeded ‘by @ light smoke; which:
Jimmédiately’ became' thick and’ black; then reddish, -and Tastly the
oirr-of fire, ‘did presently ‘the wlmle editice was mvolved in-flames.
“Allhad séen - hxdeous-lookmg men, ‘covered with rags; and - women.
" resembling ‘furies) wandering.'among these flames;’ and completing &
: nghtful 1ma«e of the,infernal: regions.™ “These - wretches intoxicated
vith wine ‘and the's success of their ertmgs, were no longer at the pains
“to concenl themselves ;' they proceeded” in triumpl through the blaz-
-ing streets; tlu.y were caught armed with' torches assxduously ‘striving




