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.héetier uis was'their- plani wecannot teil; butnöthniless theu-
the Emperor's go'od fortne was required tuoprevent its beingrealizld
n filt notOnly did thieKremimn containunknonto un, aMagaezie

cf gun.powder; but thàtvry night- the guards1Elea p and ôarelessi
pnsted suffered a wholf park of arti ery toenter and draw up under
the Ivindows of Napoleon-
"Ita!s àt thismionient, the furious fiames were den frimeall quir-

ters,'and, ith thégreatsiviOldnùe towirds the Krernlii;for the wind,
ittraàted noadoubt by thfi vst combuston .inci-eased *ee morint
i treigth. The flower of tlc army nd thée Emperor would have

r: i iost,'if but one: àf the braiids that few overour heads had alightý,
d on one f the Caissois. Thus úpon eac-oF thie sprks thtt were for

Several hours floating in. the. air, depe.nded the, fate of the wholie army2
4At ]engththe day; a gldomy.'day appearei; it came to: add'itself to

tlie horiors of the scene,-and.to ideprivo it.of its brilliancy., .Many of
the officers souglt refuge. in thélhalls of the palace.. The Chiefs, and
Mortier hirself'overcomé. by the fire, with which for thirty-six-boiurs
tey haibeen contending, 'ther.e droÛped down from fatigue and
despam.~

They said nothing and we accused ourselves Most imaghed tliat
vani of discipline. in our troops and. intoxication had begu tue disas
ter, andtihat.tbe t ighî wind had comýleted it. 'We viewed ourselves.
withia sort of disust. Thëcry of horor that all Europe would, not
fail to set tip; affrighted us. Filled with consternation'by'so tremén-
döus acatastrophe, "ve accosted each ther with down.cast looks:;
it sullied our glory; it,deprived-us:of the fruit of it, it threatened 0ur
present and Our futuré. existance ; we Ivere. now but, an army of cri-
inaIs, whom Heaven and the'civilized" vorld would severelyjudge.

FrotW these overwheiming thoughts and paroxysms:of rage ageinst
the inendiaries, we were roused only.by an eagérness to obtain in-
telligence ; and all the acco unts began' to accuse the Russians aldne
of this disaster.

In fact, Officers arrivcd from ail. quarters, and- they ail agreedc.
The vcry first night,' tIat .between the 14th and 45th a fire-baloon'
laid settled on the palace of prince' Trubatskoi and consurmed it;
this wes a signal. Fire had been- imtmediately set t> the exchange;
*Rtssian police:soldiers had been seen stiring it up with tarred-lances.
Here, howitzer shelHs, perfidiouslÿ placéd, hd' discharged themsel-
ves in the stoves of several houses, and wounded: the military who
crouded round themn. -Rtiring ta other quarters .which were still
standing, they s6ught fresli retreats;. but when. on tlie point'ef en-
teiing houses closefy:shut up and uninhabited; thef.had -heard faint
explosions within th'ese «were succéeded Iby a liglht smoke, which
ùnmediately became thick and' black,- thea reddish, and lastly the
colour of fire, nd presently'the wlhle edifice was involved in flames.

Acl had séen -hideousloocing men, covered with ras, and-Womnen
resémbliig furiés? wandèring, araong these flamesand completing a
frightful image of tie infernal regions. These wretches intoxicated
wiith wie and th e succéss of their crimes, were no zlonger et the pains
toconceal themselves ; they proceeded in triumph through the blaz-
ing streets; they were caught.armed withItorches assiduotisly striving


