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is usually found in connection w'ith it hite granite dykes -.zhIich
cut the crystalline limestone and associated gneiss of the Grenl-
ville and Hastings series, w~hiclî have a wvidc extcnt in this arca,
bothi north and south of the Ottawa. The market at prcscnt
for this minera] is flot lar.gec, but the dcmand haq incrcased
rapidly within the last thrc e -ars, so that there k, a fair pro-
spect of some of these deposits beingr utilizcd at no very distant
date.

AsuuEITSru.
0f the peculiar minerai aýshestu.ç, or rathcr chrysotile, of

which vou have all hecard, though there arc limitcd deposits at
several'points, thcy are of such .small extent, as comparcd with
the.great deposits in the Eastcrn Townships of Ouebec, that it
nay be safely said wc cannet hope to successruly compete wvith

these in the matter of production. In point of fact, 'the great
deposits; of this minerai, in Quebec have practically closed down
the output of the mines for the rest of the wvorld, az, Ieast as
regard the finer qualities. Asbestus proper is a variety of horn-
blende, and is found and has been workced for some years in the
County of*l-lastings under the ilame of actinolite. XXhat passes
under the namec of ashestus in commerce is a fibrous serpentine
or chrysotikc wvhich 1-as a soft, beautiful and silky fibre, of grcat
tcnacity and strength, so that it can bc rcadily teased out, spun
and wvove, or made into rope, whi!e the shorter and more im-
perfect fibre is uscd for miliboard, packing, and for a varicty of
purposes. Its great valuc dcpends upon is capacity ta resist
combustion, that is. it is practicallv a firc-proof material.

In connection with some of the limecstones of the Grenville
serics thecre are certain scrpentinous bands wliich contain smal
veins of this substance and thecse ]lave been mined at a number
of points, thoughi the small size of the fibre prce-cnts it from
compcting with the longer mnaterial of the Eastern Townships.
This Ottawa product is, however, utilized for the manufacture of
a cclebrated fire-proof plastcr which possesses many advantage-s
over the common v-ariety for interior work, and this is rapidly
growin- in favor with builders;, SQ that the industry rmsst


